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Three Wrong Ways to Look the
Reformation (and One Right Way)
  - by Rev. Jacob Ehrhard, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in New
Haven, MO

The echoes of A Mighty Fortress are still ringing from this
week’s Reformation celebration in the Lutheran Church. This year was
a special anniversary—500 years since Martin Luther nailed his 95
theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. And
it wasn’t just Lutherans. People all over the world celebrated Martin
Luther’s bold stand for the German people that ended up changing the
course of history. The only problem is, that’s the wrong way of looking
at the Reformation. It’s not about a person, or a nation, or the
progress of human history. It’s about one thing, and one thing only.
The Gospel.

The first wrong way to look at Reformation is to see it as a
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heroic stand of Martin Luther. Although Luther was indeed a larger
than life character, it wasn’t about him as a person. It wasn’t about
the common man standing up against the powers that be. If that was
the case, then the Reformation would have ended with the death of
Luther, and the Lutheran church would be nothing more than a cult of
personality. But it’s not that at all (despite the fact that we are called
Lutherans, something Luther himself never wanted). The Reformation
is about another person, a person of much greater significance.

The second wrong way to look at the Reformation is to see it
as a movement of the German people. There is certainly a German
element to the Reformation, and your Reformation celebrations may
have included a German style meal, or an Oktoberfest complete with
polka music. Maybe you even made a pilgrimage to Germany this past
year to tour the sites of the Reformation. But the Reformation isn’t
about uniting Germans. As the first reading for the Festival of the
Reformation says, its message is for “every nation and tribe and
language and people” (Rev. 14:6).
The third wrong way to look at the Reformation is to see it as a
moment in the progress of human history. This view of the
Reformation sees it as the emergence of new, more enlightened way
of thinking. It was a historical moment of casting off the shackles of
old superstitions and breaking free from the authority of the
institutional church, which squelched free thinking. But if the
Reformation is just a moment in the progress of human history, that
means that it only sets the stage for additional progress and it’s no
longer relevant for us except as a part of history.

So what is the right way to look at the Reformation? At its
heart, the Reformation was a rediscovery of the Gospel. It’s about
Jesus, not Luther. Jesus is the real hero in this story, but not in the
traditional sense. He suffered and died and rose and ascended so that
sinners would be forgiven. The Gospel is the eternal message that is
for the German people and for every nation and tribe and language
and people, uniting them together into the one body of Christ. The
rediscovery of the Gospel was a moment in history, but a that moment
reaches back to Abraham and the patriarchs, and now down to us.
“For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the
law” (Rom. 3:28).

As we begin the 501st year of the Reformation, and the
celebrations have all gone quiet, let us rediscover again and again the
message that our righteousness is revealed in Christ, and that we are
justified by faith, apart from works of the law. That’s what the
Reformation is all about.
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The Struggle of Miscarriage 

By Renee Schuller

The Struggle

Miscarriage is a struggle in so many ways.
I’ve found the spiritual struggles are the
hardest: anger, jealousy, blaming God,
blaming myself, fear, anxiety, isolation, doubt,
lack of faith—and so much more. I find myself
alone in these struggles in a very personal,
inward battle—a spiritual battle that I have
found very hard to express. I have found little
to no comfort in everyday platitudes and
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comments from others. My knowledge of
Scripture, I found, makes this all somewhat,
somehow, harder. Maybe other women just
don’t think about certain things that I do as I
reflect on Scripture. Maybe that is a blessing,
or a curse, for them. I don’t know. All I know is
that this is the hardest thing by far I’ve ever
faced, and it never goes away. I don’t know if
I’m broken or bitter or just plain numb after all
this time.

The answers never seem to come. There
seems to be no solution physically or
spiritually. It is an emptiness so deep I can’t
describe it. I never knew this could hurt so
much and linger for a lifetime. It hasn’t gone
away, and I suppose it never will. I miss them
(my babies) every day. I cry most days. Only
on busy days where my mind takes over my
heart and I can ignore the emotions do I not
cry. My future seems so empty too. Will I ever
have a family of my own? Will our home ever
be filled with the joy and drama of family, or
will we be alone—just us—for our whole
lives?

My biggest struggle has been with fear. Each
subsequent time I was pregnant I was so
fearful it would happen again. Mark, my
husband, is terrified too. I fear it was my fault,
but I don’t know what I did wrong. I’ve
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wracked my brain repeatedly trying to figure it
out. Did I eat the wrong thing, lift something
too heavy, not eat the right stuff …? Was it
my body or my overall health? How can I fix
it? The doctor had little to offer. Test after test
found no good, solid reason. Drugs, shots,
hormones—nothing kept the third baby alive
despite everyone’s best intentions and efforts.
I can’t help but get jealous of other women
and their babies.

It both makes me jealous and breaks my
heart that women who do drugs or don’t take
of themselves can have babies they don’t
even want or care enough to take care of.
They didn’t try at all, and I tried my best to do
everything the best I possibly could. It is so
unfair. It makes me angry—angry at God.
Why did God take my babies?

I know God doesn’t kill, but it is hard not to
think or even say, “Why did God kill my
babies?” After all, I know He created them
and could’ve sustained them even if my
health wasn’t perfect. He could’ve overcome
all those obstacles and kept my babies alive.
But He didn’t. I prayed and prayed. I know He
heard me, but it feels like He didn’t listen, like
He didn’t care, as if He chose not to act on
those prayers. I can’t understand this. I can’t
understand any of this horrible experience.
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That is so frustrating. My weak faith and
strong intellect want to understand and wants
things to be fair in a worldly way. I want so
badly for someone to just say one thing that
soothes my pain. Yet, the world can’t offer me
anything. It hasn’t helped a bit. It seems God
and the world, even my own body, have
abandoned me.

The devil has had a heyday with these
emotions—causing me to doubt, to blame, to
be angry at God. I can understand why some
women might lose faith completely and turn
away from God, putting their trust in the
medical field or some other supposed earthly
solution.

I don’t know why God let this happen. Why all
three pregnancies, why me and not another
woman, or another woman and not me? (The
classic question of why or how can a good
God let bad things happen?) I can understand
that some women might feel God abandoned
them. How could a good God let a woman
who doesn’t even care have a baby—or even
abort a baby—and not allow “good” people
who truly want their babies to have healthy
children? I’ve had these thoughts too.

The Answer
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I didn’t realize how much I had struggled with
this until prompted by a question which was
part of a Lutheran Hour Ministries devotion. Had I not
been in His Word I would never have
reflected on this, and it would have continued
to plague me—even if I never acknowledged
it.
In the Scripture accounts of Jesus’ healings,
so often one man is healed while it indicates
that crowds had gathered around to be
healed. Yet it never states that Jesus heals
them all. Jesus has compassion and mercy,
so why didn’t He heal? How can He walk past
all those other people and not heal them too?
Why doesn’t He just heal everyone? Why
didn’t He stretch out His arms and heal the
whole crowd at once?

This, at first, frustrated me, but the Holy Spirit
worked through God’s Word to strengthen
my faith. Scripture always has answers for
our deepest struggles. God’s Word reminds
us why.

First, He is compassionate, slow to anger,
and abounding in love and mercy. However,
Jesus didn’t come to save the world as a
mere man would. He came as God incarnate.
He came to save souls. His mercy is on our
spiritual disease, our sinful nature. Notice
when He heals the man lowered down
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through the roof He says, “Your sins are
forgiven,” not “Your body is healed.”

Yet Jesus did offer healing to everyone there
present with Him in the crowds—and
everywhere even still today. When He died on
the cross, His blood cleansed the whole world
of sin. It was by His wounds that our spiritual
illness was healed and we were given life. Not
life to just to be able to live longer on earth
but an eternal life far greater than we can
even imagine. It is a Resurrection promise of
a life lived with no pain or tears.

God did not forget or ignore those others in
the crowd that day, and He does not forget or
ignore me or you either. I was struggling with
the age-old questions, but we still live on this
side of glory in sin-broken bodies in a sin-
broken world. When we come to God in
repentance, however, we can be certain that
He will heal. Our sins are forgiven.

God allows suffering because it causes us to
turn to Him for strength and peace. It pushes
our faith to the limits and that makes us
stronger. When we get weak and turn away or
doubt or question or even blame God, He
does not give up on us. He seeks us out even
when we get lost, wandering around in the
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wilderness of our minds, searching for
answers in all the wrong places.

He is our Good Shepherd, and He mercifully
calls us back to Himself no matter how many
times we stubborn sheep get lost.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do
I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be

afraid” (John 14:27 ESV).

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the

world” (John 16:33 ESV).

He is causing me to rely on Him, hope in Him
alone (and not to look to myself, diets,
medical procedures, or whatever else this
world has tried to use to comfort me with). He
is causing me to seek peace beyond my
understanding. I don’t know, nor will I ever
know, why my babies died. I just trust that
God is in control, and He knows what He is
doing more than I do. My peace and comfort
come not in worldly platitudes or answers or
even understanding why. It comes in fully
trusting that God has me in His hands and
had and still has my babies in His hands too.
It comes in knowing that my true healing
comes in the forgiveness of my sins and that
He accomplished that on the cross for me and
my babies. I am forgiven. I am healed. I have
eternal life.
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I struggled for a long time with wondering if
my babies are in heaven because they were
never born and thus never baptized. I now
have faith that they are in heaven.

Baptism is not an act that merits heaven
simply by its occurring. It is a means of grace.
God created my babies. He loved my babies
and cared for them as He does His whole
creation. I trust that Jesus died for their
inherent sin as well. Jesus rose and opened
heaven to them too. No, they didn’t have a
chance to repent, do good works, or be
baptized, but I trust that God loves them
nonetheless. These things don’t impute or
gain salvation. They are gifts from God by
grace, and I believe that includes my babies.

I also trust that I will see my babies again.
They were barely the size of a grain of rice in
my womb so I don’t know what they will look
like, but I hope that I will recognize them in
heaven. I know they are safe there at home
and at peace.

I am a very intel lectual person, so
understanding has always been a pursuit of
mine. That makes it hard to let go of what I
have written about here. However, I know that
my peace and hope do not come from myself,
this world, or my own understanding. They
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come from Christ and the peace that only He
can give. It is not a temporal peace, as the
world gives, but it is “the peace of God, which surpasses all

understanding” (Philippians 4:7a ESV) that only
comes by faith given by the Holy Spirit
working in God’s Holy and powerful Word.

USHERS FOR NOVEMBER
John Remster, Craig Flanagan, Kirk Niehouse,

Mike McKibben, Johnathan Remster, Stan Linsenmeyer

GREETERS
November 4 Dennis and Melanie Sickels

11 Steve and Sue Runge
18 Brian and Tonya Alliger
25 Stan and Sandy Linsenmeyer

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE
November 4 Tony and Sheila Stalzer

11 Joe and Jana Robertson
18 Randy and Karen Frohwein
25 Dennis and Penny Hegdahl

COMMUNION WARE
November 4

11
18
25

ATTENDING ELDERS
November 4 Charles Misek, Brian Alliger

14 Steve Runge
18 Pat Lowry, Ben Barker
21 Steve Runge
25 Roger Mathews, Dennis Sickels
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Poinsettias will be placed in the chancel this Christmas
season and may be purchased for $10.00 and named in memory
of someone or just in thanksgiving or whatever you want. 
Nancy DeKock will be in the parish hall with a sign up sheet. 

— Nancy DeKock

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on October
2nd.  Your willingness to help is much appreciated. We cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.  Our next serving date is
November 6th.  Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
Dekock, 753-7878.

Check out the new boxed sympathy cards on the LWML
table in the parish hall, along with Christmas and others. 
You support LWML missions with each $6 box
purchased.  Thank you.                    — Melanie Sickels

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
November 4 Mike Stubbs

11 Pat Lowry
18 Kyle Kirk
25 Keven Kirk

ACOLYTES
November 4 Lincoln Barker

11 Isaiah Zoske
18 Zander Pennington
25 Kenton Niehouse
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LWML News for November

The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament shouts His handiwork.  Ps. 19-v1

Eight of our LWML members attended the
Marshalltown Zone LWML Rally at Chariton.  Plans
will now have to be made by Redeemer LWML for
the Spring Conference to be held in April of next

year.  Pastor Post will check with possible speakers.
In our November meeting we will decide on our Mission

Grants in December.
The flowers in the planters have been so beautiful throughout

the year, but frost will come and Nancy DeKock is planning to have
beautiful planters again next year.  Nancy is planning to plant tulip
bulbs now (squirrels beware).

At the October Church Festival, four (4) quilts were auctioned
off.  Purchasing these on that Sunday and the following Sunday were: 
John Studts, Brad Pennington, Pat and Bonnie Lowery and Kevin and
Renee Kirk.  A 5th quilt was taken to the Orphan Grain Train. 
Special thanks to all the generous bidders. We appreciate all the
dedication and hard work of the quilters.

As Christmas approaches we would like to have Poinsettias
to be included in our churches' decorations.  After our November
church services Edith Armbrecht will be taking names of those who
would like to donate a Poinsettia (cost approximately $10.)  These
can be in memory of loved ones, past, or present.

Our Nominating Committee will be looking for LWML
officers for 2019.  Surprise them by saying, YES.

We thank Linda Smith for making 12 New Baptismal
napkins.

On Thursday, Dec. 6th LWML ladies will travel to the LFS
Ministry Center in Fort Dodge for an afternoon of food and music. 
A special feature will be the display of 100 Nativity sets. Groups
attending will be invited to participate in an ingathering of new flip
flops, over the counter pain relievers, and band aids for both children
and adults. Donations can be left under their Christmas
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PRAYER CHAIN
Barb Blake has taken the responsibility over from

Dorothy Lueders for sending prayer requests to Redeemer
members who wish to receive  them by email.  If you would like
to be included with this list contact Barb with your email
address to barbblake50158@gmail.com

If you would like to receive a verbal list of requests,
Edith Armbrecht will call you.  Call Edith at 641-754-1836 and
leave her your phone number.

Prayers are requested for Redeemer members, those
needing prayers for health related, or prayers of thanksgiving
for blessings we have received. 

         Barb Blake
641-753-8856

REMINDER — November is Redeemer’s month to donate
supplies to the House of Compassion Closet.  There is a box in
the parish hall or just fill your own sack at home.

tree. If congregational members wish to donate the aforementioned
items they can be left in the parish hall to be taken along by our
ladies.

If you want to see a beautiful display of cards for all
occasions look no further than the table in the parish hall.  These are
a bargain at $6 box.  Special thanks to Melanie Sickles for putting
this all together.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, Nov. 15th at 9:30 AM for
our regular meeting.  Topic will be: "Abundant Spiritual Treasures"
found on Page 22 of our Fall Quarterly.

All ladies of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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Ten Blessings of Loving Someone with Special Needs
by Pastor Michael Salemink

All children have special needs.  Every human being comes
with unique and individual needs.  Their distinctive circumstances
and personalities may bring certain challenges, but they also grant
irreplaceable blessings.  Where sin sees others—with or without
disabilities—as threats to personal desires and priorities, Christian
grace and faith can see them as gifts of hope and purpose and receive
them as treasures and joys.

Here are just ten of the may ways:
1. They prove God sustains.  Despite what individuals without

disabilities might assume, persons with disabilities enjoy their
lives as much as anyone else.  They appreciate all its
opportunities and gifts, even in the midst of affliction.

2. They embody grace.  Living with disability proclaims that
age, appearance, and ability don’t make a person more or less
valuable. Rather, God’s love in creating, redeeming, and
calling pronounces every member of our race precious!

3. They model community.  Persons who have impairments
demonstrate how all human beings get to depend upon our
Heavenly Father and upon each other.

4.  They add another viewpoint.  Those who lack what many
take for granted contribute insights on life and relationships
that we might not otherwise experience.

5. They invite servanthood.  Neighbors that require particular
attention and assistance provide us with opportunities to step
outside ourselves and our concerns for the privilege of
showing compassion.

6. They surprise.  What a delight to witness in these
exceptional people how God’s goodness can’t be limited by
our expectations and familiarities.

7. They underscore the promises of Paradise.  When
brokenness becomes more obvious, it highlights the comfort
that comes from our hope in the resurrection to everlasting
life in our Savior’s new creation.
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Come and enjoy the Church Basement Ladies

on Sunday, November 18, at 2:00 pm, as the

Old Creamery Theatre, presents, “Away in

the Basement.”  Following the performance,

we will have dinner at the Ox Yoke Inn.  There

are 30 tickets reserved. 

Theatre tickets are $27.50, payable to Tonya

Alliger.

Dinner is $27.00 including tax and a 15%

gratuity.

Sign up to join us on the sheet in the fellowship

hall!

Board of Assimilation,

Tonya Alliger

8, They prepare us to help others.  Practicing acts of kindness
toward the ones whose needs we can clearly perceive trains
and shapes us for aiding everybody around us, especially the
least of these.

9. They personify Christ.  In the hurts and handicaps of
individuals with disabilities, we encounter Christ Himself
who incarnates heaven among us in humility.  They draw us
near to the Father whose power is made perfect in
weakness—and not just theirs but even ours.

10. They blaze us a trail.  Loving someone with special needs
prepares us to face the days when our own frailties inevitably
increase.  Whether those frailties show up in injuries or
ailments or age, we will have learned how to inhabit them
with courage.
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What You See 
& What You Get
by Tyler Arnold

“We all know you only work one day a week,” quips a church

member to her pastor, surrounded by a few other congregants.  Everyone chuckles. 
They know better: That’s why they laugh.
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Maybe not everyone does know better.  Maybe some think the
only job the pastor has is to preach on Sunday and to teach Bible
class.  Maybe they wonder if such an occupation should even be
considered “full-time.”

Yet when it comes to pastoral ministry, what you see isn’t
necessarily what you get.  Pastors often find themselves dealing with
unique ministerial circumstances that their members are rarely aware
of and never see.  Indeed, some weeks, the bulk of the pastor’s
ministry may be carried out in private as he tackles unique spiritual
needs within the lives of individual members.

� “Pastor, my mother is ill.  Could you please see her in the
hospital today?

� “Pastor, we need your help!  Our marriage is falling apart.”
� “Pastor, I’ve done something horribly wrong.  I need God’s

forgiveness.”
� “Pastor, this is all too much for me, How can I go on with my

life after the death of my daughter?”
 

Pastors are called upon to give spiritual care during times like
these and many more.  The Word and Sacrament ministry that people
see on Sunday morning spills over into the home and hospital room
as pastors breach doorways and bring a word of comfort during times
of distress or a word of forgiveness when guilt or shame weigh
heavily on the hearts of parishioners.  These are times when few
people have the opportunity to observe the pastor at work.  Each
encounter is unique and brings with it the joys and the struggles that
God’s children experience on a daily basis.

Of course, pastors also spend time during the week writing
sermons, planning worship, preparing for Bible class and attending
parish meetings.  What you may not know, however, is just how
much time pastors spend on individual spiritual care for others. 
These important conversations occur on a daily basis — but because
pastors are not at liberty to speak publically about the issues
discussed, you’ll never hear about them.  To speak publically about
these encounters would compromise the bond of trust between those
seeking spiritual care and the pastor who provides it.
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Whether or not you know it’s happening, your pastor is
working to meet the very personal needs of those who are hurting,
struggling with loss or suffering the trials and temptations of life.  He
is bringing the gifts found in the Divine Service directly into the lives
of the hurting souls he is given to serve.  This is why he became a
pastor in the first place.  He loves to care for the flock.  But it all
takes time — a lot of time — a blessed time.

That ageless joke about the pastor working only one day a
week is really just a tall tale.  It always has been.  So we laugh
together, knowing all the while that the pastor’s week extends far
beyond Sunday morning.  During the days when we might wonder
whether our pastor is working at all, he may actually be working the
hardest.  
(The Rev. Tyler Arnold is senior pastor at Christ Lutheran Church in Platte Woods,
MO., and a DOXOLOGY Collegium fellow.)

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, October 18, 2018

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 7:03
PM. The Collect of the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity was read as
the opening prayer.  President Egger led a Bible study of Mark
1:2-8.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Elder Director: Steve
Runge; Treasurer: Brian Mohr; Pastor Alex Post; Stewardship
Director: Byron Rhodes; Assimilation Director: Tonya Alliger;
Church Property Director: Brad Pennington and President
Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson and Youth Ministry
Director: Amy McKibben.
Vacant Positions: First Vice President; Directors of Social
Ministry; Parish Education and Evangelism.
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Steve motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of tornado
relief in and janitorial service. Tonya seconded. Motion carried.
Brad motioned to approve minutes of last month. Byron seconded.
Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages and
membership totals included: Sunday morning worship: 96;
Wednesday evening worship: 14; Sunday school: 19 and Adult
Bible Class: 26. Membership totals last month were 298 Baptized
and 242 due to transfers out of Charles and Julee Swanson to Holy
Cross, Carlisle, Iowa; and death of Jerry Willems.

Financial Report: Brian Mohr presented the treasurer report.
Charlie Swanson submitted a financial report in his absence. 
Financial reports were reviewed.  Brad motioned to approve the
financial reports as submitted.  Steve seconded.  Motion approved.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders met
Thursday, October 11 with Pastor Post and five elders in
attendance.
1. Pastor Post led devotions of the Lord's Prayer.
2. Communion assistants for next month were scheduled.
3. Pastor Post made 23 pastoral care home/shut-in visits to 30

individuals last month.  
4. Upcoming welcome for 15 new members during October 14

Matins Service was discussed.  New members are Ryan and
Carrie Frasher and their children, Faith, Cheyenne, Cole,
Savannah, Phillip, Reagan and Lincoln, from Our Savior
Lutheran, Newton, IA; Robert Kasischke, from St John
Lutheran, Hubbard, IA; Chris Klinefelter, Lisa Klinefelter,
Rachel Starck, Mark and Andrea Samek, each from Christ
Lutheran, Gladbrook, IA. 

5. Pastor reported Monday evening adult catechesis has about
seven participants expected.

6. The Elders were briefed of the Tornado Relief Fund and some
elders were asked to contact members in their zones to see
what if any assistance could be utilized.
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7. Pastor Post reported on the Marshalltown Circuit Pastor's
meeting.  Circuit Visitor Pastor Sam Beltz from Oskaloosa
would like to visit all congregations.  Redeemer will invite
Pastor Beltz to preach during an appropriate Sunday and Pastor
Post will preach that Sunday in his pulpit in Oskaloosa.  It was
also suggested to schedule an Elders Teaching Day with all
circuit Elders invited.  More information will follow. 

8. It was decided that Steve will contact Amelia Wosepka, an
organist from Ackley, to play once a month at Redeemer.

9.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. Elders will next meet Thursday
November 8 at 7:00 pm.

Board of Stewardship: Director Byron Rhodes present.  The
roof progress is looking good.  

Board of Assimilation: Director Tonya Alliger reported
1.  Sunday, October 14, a great crowd attended a potluck/brunch
followed by the movie, Luther.  Thanks for participating and
welcoming our new members.  
2.  Please sign-up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the
fellowship hall to go to the Old Creamery Theatre, Sunday,
November 18.  Thirty (30) tickets are reserved at $27.50 each and
due two weeks prior by November 1.  Everyone plan to meet at the
church parking lot at noon to carpool.  Following the show will be
a dinner at the Ox Yoke Inn in Amana, Iowa, at approximately
$26.
3.  Christmas church decorating will be on Saturday, December 1
at 9:00 AM.

Board of Social Ministry: Position vacant.
Redeemer members will serve a meal at the House of Compassion
the first Tuesday each month.  Available volunteers are asked to
contact Nancy DeKock or Bonnie Lowry.  Redeemer is asked to
help stock the House of Compassion Supply Closet in November.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  
Adult Bible Class continues its study of the Book of Concord
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following Sunday Worship service, while our children meet
for Sunday school.  Youth meet for Catechesis Wednesdays
at 5:45pm.  Seven adults are attending Adult Catechesis
classes Monday evenings. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
meets Wednesday mornings at Cecil’s at 7:45 AM.  A Ladies
Bible Study meets at Redeemer the first Wednesday of the
month at 9:30am.

Board of Evangelism: Position vacant.

Board of Youth Ministry: Director Amy McKibben reported in
her absence
1. All youth are invited to cosmic bowling November 4th from
1:30 - 4 pm at Wayward Social.  Cost is $40/lane for 6
people, or $7/person.
2. Our youth in grades 5-12 have been asked to serve at the
House of Compassion as a service project, Tuesday,
November 6. 
3. The Christmas program will be Sunday, December 16,
following the worship service.  Christmas program parts will
begin to be practiced in November during Sunday school.
4. A Youth Winter Retreat will be January 4-5 at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Carlisle.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington reported
1. Roof work has begun and will be completed within
approximately two weeks.  
2. In the West parking area, heavy equipment used for the roof
project has broken and depressed an approximately 5' section of
concrete into what must have been a hollow space under the
concrete.  Repair will need to be made following roof project
completion.
3.  Initial payment was made for the roof replacement.  

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $52 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars within the last month, for a total of $1,251
received in 2018, and placed into the building repair fund.
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Old Business:
Tornado Relief Fund donations will be forwarded to members with
identified needs.  If there is a need beyond current donations, an
LCMS Relief Grant Fund may be sought for members.

New Business:
1. The current ABM Janitorial cleaning person is doing a good job
and being paid much less than Redeemer pays ABM Janitorial. 
Brad will look into other workable alternatives.
2. Information of Christmas Gift Cards for Fort Wayne seminary
students was received and will be assimilated.
3. Nominations for LCMS President, Vice President and Regional
Vice President were discussed and will be reviewed.  
Incumbents: President: Rev Dr. Matthew C Harrison; First Vice
President: Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. and Vice President
Great Lakes Region: Rev. Dr. John C. Wohlrabe, Jr..
Possible nominees to consider are incumbents for all offices.  Also
for the office of First Vice President: Rev. Dr. James Baneck -
LCMS Pastoral Education Director and former North Dakota
District President, along with Rev. Dr. Daniel Preus, currently
Central Region Vice President.
4. Capital Expenditures for a 2019 tuckpointing project were
discussed to prepare for the 2019 Annual Meeting.  Byron was
asked to check with the Lutheran Church Extension Fund
regarding details of a $45,000 loan for a future tuckpointing
project.

Byron motioned for the meeting to be adjourned.  Steve seconded. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 pm.  Pastor led Luther's Evening
Prayer to close the meeting. The next Church Council meeting will
be Thursday, November 15, 2018, at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca J Baedke
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Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ:  

Please pray for our shut-in members in your daily prayers!  Please
visit them soon! Or send a card! Some get lonely and would love
to see you. 

Shut-ins
Chuck Stanfield
Vicky Stanfield
Chuck Pennington
Dorothy Hegdahl

Nursing Home
Duane Fuller – Grandview 402
John Bennett – Grandview 207
Harold Barnard – Grandview 202
Reca Harnish – Grandview 411
Caroline Nuese - The Willows 201
Shirley Ziemke – Bickford 132 (Hospice)
Lucy Hof – Oakview, Conrad 406
Eileen Stanley – Accura 408
Denis Trehey – Diamond Life Healthcare in Montezuma   

Veterans Home
Sharon Rose Trent – Heinz Hall
James Frahm – Heinz Hall 
Jim Smith – Heinz Hall 
Lola Bargman – Dack 421 
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ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN
Relief for Human Need Worldwide

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  John 14:18

Items collected by the Central Iowa Branch, Orphan Grain Train, Inc. 
(All items should be in new or slightly used condition.  NO JUNK.)
Bedding
Blankets & Quilts
Linens
Sleeping mats

Children’s Clothing (Mixed
boys & girls)
Coats
Shoes
Summer wear
Winter wear
Infant & Toddler wear
Layette Kits (see instructions)

Men’s Clothing
Bottoms summer
Bottoms winter
Tops summer
Tops winter
Shoes
Formal wear
Coats

Women’s Clothing
Bottoms summer
Bottoms winter
Tops summer
Tops winter Shoes
Formal wear
Coats

Coats Clothing Accessories
Hats/Gloves
Scarves/Caps
Hand knitted items
Belts
Purses/Wallets

Underwear
Including socks
New underwear
Used underwear (for US
shipping only)

Medical Supplies
Hospital gowns, clothing
Mercy Kits (see instructions)
Crutches/Canes/Walkers
Wheel chairs
Hospital beds
Stethoscopes, blood pressure,
etc.

Educational Supplies
School Kits (see instructions)
Sports equipment (balls, etc.)
Coloring books, writing paper
School desks, chairs, classroom
equip.

Kitchen Accessories
Pots and pans
Plastic plates
Knives, forks, spoons
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Items collected by the Central Iowa Branch to be used in these
kits.

Layette Kits include:
� Diapers (2 cloth and 2 disposable, 2 diaper pins, baby

wipes (small pack), pacifier (new), bottle (new) sleeper,
onesie (1-piece underwear), receiving blanket

� No baby powders or lotions (due to customs restrictions)
� Secure all items together, rolled in the blanket and secured

with string or ribbons.

Mercy Kits include: (Also called Health Kits)
� 1 bath towel, 1 wash cloth, 1 large bar soap, 1 new

toothbrush, 1 comb, purse sized tissue pack, 6 band-aids
(½" or 3/4") secure together, deodorant (optional)

� Linens should be in good condition and dark colors are
recommended

� Spread the bath towel flat, fold the sides into the center.
� Place everything together in the middle of the bath towel

under the folded sides
� Roll or fold the bath towel and secure with strong

cord/yarn/ribbon

School Kits include:
� Backpack, 3 spiral notebooks, 4 pencils, 4 pens, about 50

sheets of construction paper, 24 crayons, ruler, eraser,
pencil sharpener, protractor, 2 glue sticks, blunt scissors,
washable markers

� Place all of the items in a 2 gallon ziplock bag in the
backpack and make sure it is securely closed
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