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HOSPITALITY AT THE LORD’S TABLE
by John T. Pless

Some within our synod, and many on the outside, view the
practice of closed communion as the very opposite of hospitality. 
After all, they say, if you had guests in your home, you would be
considered rude and inhospitable if you did not invite them to the
table at mealtime.  If the Lord’s Supper were just an ordinary meal,
no doubt this criticism would
bear weight.  Indeed,
churches that do not believe
that Christ is bodily present in
the Sacrament are often quick
to proclaim that their tables
are open to all — for why
would they waste a moment’s
anxiety over mere bread and
wine?  But Lutherans confess
that the Lord’s Supper is no
ordinary meal.  Far from it. 
As Luther reminds us, “It is the Lord’s Supper, not the Christian’s
Supper.”  In this Sacrament, Jesus gives us His true body to eat and
His true blood to drink under bread and wine.  In light of this great
and unique gift, all analogies to human meals fall short.  The Lord’s
Supper is a meal without parallel.

Jesus is the host at this Supper, and it is administered
according to His words.  The Lord’s Apostle tells us in 1 Cor. 11:27,
“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in
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an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood
of the Lord.”  Those who eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood
without faith in His promises are eating and drinking judgment on
themselves.  What host would desire that for his guests?

In practicing closed communion, Lutherans are not selfishly
excluding others from the Sacrament.  Because we treasure the
Lord’s words and the testament of His body and blood so highly, we
want very much for others to come to the altar and partake of this
Sacrament with us.  This is why we invite those who do not yet
confess the faith with us to join us for the study of Holy Scripture,
that together with one mind, heart and mouth we might bear witness
to all that our Lord gives.  This is why our catechism teaches that
“The practice of closed communion seeks to guard those who eat and
drink in the Lord’s Supper from sinning against Christ’s body and
blood or receiving it to their harm.  At the same time, this practice
professes that those who partake of Christ’s body and blood together
are united in the same teaching and confession” (Luther’s Small
Catechism with Explanation, 343-344).

When visitors come to the Divine Service, the faithful
practice of closed communion isn’t meant to be an unwelcoming
gesture.  It is instead an earnest invitation to them to receive God’s
Word with us and, having been instructed in the teaching of the
apostles (see Acts 2:42), come to rejoice with us at the altar in the
oneness that we share in Christ’s body and blood.  Open communion,
as Herman Sasse reminded us, might be a fascinating religious rite,
but it is not the Sacrament of the New Testament.  We want others to
share in Christ’s body and blood with us.  We want them to be
included at the altar rail — not as strangers and sojourners but as
brothers and sisters, united with us in the true fellowship of Christ’s
Church.  The way to such inclusion is not by excluding Christ’s
words, but by freely and joyfully teaching them so that others may
hear and confess with us the gift our Lord gives in His Sacrament.

The Rev. John T. Pless (john.pless@ctsfw.edu) teaches pastoral theology and catechetics at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.  He is also the co-editor with Matthew C. Harrison of Closed
Communion?  Admission to the Lord’s Supper in Biblical Lutheran Perspective (Concordia Publishing
House, 2017).
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BLINDED BY THE LIGHT
“Blessed is he who delights in the Word of God and gladly
see this light, for it loves to shine.  But moles and bats, that
is, the people of the world, do not like it.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

USHERS FOR MARCH
Roger Mathews, Grant Runge, Brian Mohr,
Steve Runge, Jason August, Charles Misek

GREETERS
March 4 Sam and Samantha Zoske

11 David and Karen Cary
18 Ken and Shirley Breinig
25 Pat and Bonnie Lowry 

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
March 4 Lou and Jan Riese

11 Robert and Janelle Shatava
18 Shana Hernandez, Shona Otto
25 Dennis and Melanie Sickels  

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
March 4 Pat Lowry

11 Kyle Kirk
18 Keven Kirk
25 Steve Runge  

ATTENDING ELDERS
March 4 Pat Lowry, Mike McKibben

14 Roger Mathews, Mike McKibben
18 Ben Barker, Sam Zoske
25 Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels
28 Steve Runge
30 Steve Runge, Roger Mathews 
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COMMUNION WARE
March 4 Bonnie Lowry, Millie Kosar

11
18
25  

Redeemer LWML Newsletter – March 2018

Our February 15th quarterly meeting was hosted by
Office Circle.  Pastor Post played the piano and we
sang Lenten hymns.  Marjean Meyer led the
Christian Growth opening with the help of Deloris
Clayton.

Twelve Valentine boxes were filled for Redeemer college students
and military members.  Boxes were sent or given to Vanessa Kirk,
Ruth Alliger, Luke Alliger, Jacob Thompson, Olivia Callaway, Matt
Smith, Natalie Smith, Nyadoar Gatwech, Johnathon Remster, Alex
Billman, Sarah Weuve and Mike Stubbs.  Thanks to all who
furnished snacks and goodies and helped pack and mail the boxes,
Barb Blake, Deloris Clayton, Delores Popp, Ethel Tietje, Edith
Armbrecht, Kathy Pennington and Millie Kosar.

More help is needed with the mission quilts on Monday morning. 
You don’t have to sew as other helping hands are needed for cutting,
tying and other jobs on Mondays at 9:00 AM at the Church.  See
Deloris Clayton if you have questions or if you can help from home.

LWML will provide and serve soup.  Nancy Dekock and Millie
Kosar February 21st, Barb Blake and Deloris Clayton February 28th,
and Edith Armbrecht and Marjean Meyer on March 7th. 

March 15th at 9:30 is our next Bible study using the winter 2017
quarterly lesson on page 22 ‘Knowing Jesus Gives My Life Balance’. 
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Home schooling sessions may be  held on Thursday mornings
beginning in September but won’t interfere with our Bible Study
group.  

It was announced that Campbell’s is no longer providing financial
help for schools with their labels.  Amy McKibben will see that our
Betty Crocker coupons for education continue to be given to the
school source responsible for this program.

Nancy Dekock will again take orders for Easter lilies for families to
remember their loved ones.

Pastor Post, Marshalltown Zone Counselor, and Millie Kosar will
attend the zone board meeting in Newton on April 7th.  Others are
welcome to attend the board meeting, just let Pastor Post or Millie
know so transportation can be coordinated.  Stayed tuned for the date
of spring rally at Newton in April.  The LWML District convention
will be held in Cedar Rapids on June 15th & 16th.

Marge Wengert expressed appreciation for our prayers for her son
Gary during his chemo treatments for cancer.  We are sending our
thoughts and prayers for swift recovery for Delores Popp who is
completing physical therapy now.  Remember to visit and send cards
to our sunshine members.

With the Love of Christ
Barb Blake

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION
REMINDER...Please sign up to bring sandwiches, desserts or
miscellaneous food items to accompany the main dishes being
provided by the committees each Wednesday during Lent.  Serving
starts at 5:45 p.m.
Thank you,
Sandy
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   Jesus came to conquer sin,
yet He didn’t do it with a
glorious display of power like
we’d expect. 

STAINED
by Rev. Daniel Larsen

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not,
to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might
boast in the presence of God:” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29).

What makes a good window? That’s easy!  A good window
is clear and colorless, fully transparent, so you can get a good look at
whatever is on the other side.  That’s the point of a window, right? 
It lets you see outside.

But if that’s what makes a good window, then the windows
in our churches need some work: they’re made of stained glass. 
Stained glass windows are not clear, they’re not colorless, and they
completely obscure whatever is outside.

And yet, nobody
complains about our stained
glass windows.  Why?  Because
rather than showing us what’s
outside, these special windows
instead portray the message of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
which is far more beautiful than mere transparent glass.

Isn’t that odd?  A window that fails so badly at being a
window could actually be something better.  Yet God chooses things
like that all throughout history.  All the major characters in the Bible,
from Abraham to Moses to David to Peter and Paul, are flawed. 
They’re weak.  They’re foolish.  They’re evil.  Yet God is in the
business of bringing strength from weakness, wisdom from folly, and
good from evil.

Look what He did in Jesus.  Jesus came to conquer sin, yet He
didn’t do it with a glorious display of power like we’d expect. 
Instead, Jesus came into the world as a human, a weakling.  To many
He appeared foolish.  And in the end, on the cross, He was covered
with our sins and punished for them.

And yet, rather than being corrupted by them, He defeated
them, sanctified them even!  He rose from death, and now that
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dreaded wage of sin is but the portal to eternal life for all who believe
in Him.

Do you ever feel weak or foolish?  It’s easy to fall prey to the
idea that God could never love someone like you or never use you in
His kingdom.  The devil loves to spread that lie: You are too stained
for God to love.  You’re too bad, too foolish.

When you start thinking like that, though, remember the
stained glass window.  By all accounts, a material so ... translucent
should never be used for a window.  Yet in the hands of a skilled
designer, even stained glass can be used, and used beautifully.

God is the ultimate Designer.  He designed the greatest good
the world has ever seen to come from the most heinous evil mankind
has ever produced.  You are never too stained for God to love.  When
you are feeling weak and foolish, give thanks to God for that, because
that’s exactly the kind of person that God likes to use.
(Rev. Dan Larsen is pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church, Wabasso, MN, and Trinity
Lutheran Church, Sanborn, MN.)

SUNDAY, 
March 25, 2018
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Peace to you, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

At the end of the last year the fire was in the church building
in Tuim (Khakassia, Siberia) -- please see our previous Newsletter
#256.

Rev. Vitali Gavrilov, the priest in the parish of
Transfiguration of our Lord told what happened: “In the morning of
November, 18th a neighbor called me and said that he saw a smoke
coming out from the church building. Thanks to that good person!
Immediately I run to the church and got terrified! The building inside
was on fire and full of smoke. The ceiling inflamed, it started to fall,
and embers burnt a hole in the floor. Fortunately, firemen arrived
quickly and extinguished the fire.”

Thanks be to God, nobody was hurt.  But the building needed
to be repaired.  Parishioners started to work the same day.  They take
out the garbage, cleaned the room, and removed burnt parts of the
ceiling and the floor. 

It allowed to serve Sunday liturgy in the church building
instead of Fr. Vitali’s apartment, as he planned.

However, the building required much more work. It was not
enough just to cover the holes, the new bearers were needed to fix the
floor, and the walls also should be renewed.  The small parish in the
poor town like Tuim would not be able to do it.  We are grateful to
our God for all the people and congregations who heard our need and
donated for the restoration of the church building in Tuim. 

When Fr. Vitali was telling about repairs in the building, he
said that this hard situation united the parishioners.  Old ladies, who
have old-age pensions of about $150, were bringing additional
donations of $10-$15. A member of a local Baptist group volunteered
to help in the work.

Fr. Vitali and the parishioners worked hard.  In one month the
repair was almost finished. The damaged room became even more
light and cozy than it was before.

And donations were so generous that now the parish of
Transfiguration can renovate not only the damaged part of the church
but also the nave. 

These donations are not only supplying the need of the saints
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in Tuim, but showed the Christian love and unity.  We pray for all
benefactors, glorifying God for their faithfulness. Thanks be to God
for His indescribable gift! (2Cor. 9:12-15)

We express gratitude to all people who helped us to repair the
church building in Tuim!

“Faith and Hope”
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There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,

a time to kill and a time to
heal,

a time to tear down and
a time to build,

a time to weep and
a time to laugh,

a time to mourn and
a time to dance,

a time to scatter stones and 
a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and

a time to refrain,
a time to search an

a time to give up,
a time to keep and 

a time to throw away,
a time to tear and

a time to mend,
a time to be silent and

a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,

a time for war and a time for peace.
Ecclesiates 3:1-8
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Created Male and Female

From Christian Citizenship, 2-14-2018, edited by Linda Bartlett

LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison and the Rev. Dr.
Gregory Seltz, executive director of the Lutheran Center for
Religious Liberty, are among 20 religious leaders who have signed
an open letter affirming their “commitment to marriage as the union
of one man and one woman and as the foundation of society.” 

The letter, “Created Male and Female: An Open Letter from
Religious Leaders” was released December 15. Among the signers
are representatives of the North American Lutheran Church, the
Anglican Church in North America, the Orthodox Church in
America, the Church of God in Christ, the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference, the Presbyterian Church in
America, and the Southern Baptist Ethics and Religious Liberty
Commission.  

The letter promoting “natural marriage” acknowledges that “all
human beings are created by God and thereby have an inherent
dignity” and that because “God created each person male or female
… sexual difference is not an accident or flaw—it is a gift from God
that helps draw us closer to each other and to God. What God created
is good.” 

The letter notes that “a person’s discomfort with his or her sex, or the
desire to be identified as the other sex, is a complicated reality that
needs to be addressed with sensitivity and truth,” and recognizes that
“each person deserves to be heard and treated with respect; it is our
responsibility to respond to their concerns with compassion, mercy
and honesty.” 

Warning that “children especially are harmed when they are told that
they can ‘change’ their sex” or are “given hormones that will affect
their development,” the letter calls “false” and “deeply troubling” the
notion “that a man can be or become a woman or vice versa. … It
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compels people to either go against reason—that is, to agree with
something that is not true—or face ridicule, marginalization, and
other forms of retaliation. 

“We desire the health and happiness of all men, women, and children.
Therefore, we call for policies that uphold the truth of a person’s
sexual identity as male or female, and the privacy and safety of all,”
reads the letter. 

Seltz points out that “heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual … are our
culture’s terms. Male and female … are God’s terms, even nature’s
terms. …To start with our created identity as people of God—male
and female—this is the beginning of being able to honor each other,
to love each other and yes, even to be tolerant of one another. In this
day of confusion, this letter helps guide us in this wonderful endeavor
of being truly human for others.” (Source:blogs.lcms.org, February
5, 2018) 

What can we do? Read God’s Word. Trust the Creator rather than the
feelings and opinions of the created. Read the stories of Rosaria
Butterfield, Christopher Yuan, and Walt Heyer. Each left a lesbian,
homosexual, or transgender lifestyle when they recognized how they
had been deceived and why their identity defined by God matters
most. Visit www.christopheryuan.com, www.rosariabutterfield.com,
and www.SexChangeRegret.com or WaltHeyer.com.    

Please pray for an encouraged and courageous Body of Christ, that
we might speak truth in love and… in Jesus’ name.
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If you wish to purchase an Easter Lily for the
chancel this Easter season, please fill in your
name below.

Giver’s name __________________________________________

In Memory of __________________________________________

In Thanksgiving of ______________________________________

Just because ___________________________________________

Cost $10.00

Please give to Nancy DeKock.
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, February 15, 2018

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:02 PM.  The Collect for Quinquagesima was read as the
opening prayer.  President Egger led a Bible Study of John
19:28 - 37.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex Post;
Elders Director: Steve Runge; Stewardship Director: Brian
Mohr; Assimilation Director: Sandy Rhodes; Evangelism
Director: Janelle Shatava; Youth Ministry Director: Rheba
Yost; Church Property Director: Brad Pennington and
President Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Treasurer Sam Zoske; Financial Secretary: Charles
Swanson and Social Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock.
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.
Guests: Tonya Alliger and Byron Rhodes.

Brian motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of
an offer to install security system in the church. Rheba
seconded. Motion carried. Rheba motioned to approve
minutes of the previous month meeting. Steve seconded.
Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages and
membership totals included: Sunday morning worship: 90;
Wednesday evening worship: 17; Sunday school: totals
unavailable; and Adult Bible Class: 40. Membership
unchanged as 322 Baptized and 252 Communicant.
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Financial Report: Sam Zoske and Charlie Swanson were
absent.  No financial reports were provided for review.  Brian
shared a draft 2018 Treasurer's report showing monthly
totals of weekly offerings, with a column of accumulative
totals for year to date.  

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met February 8 with Pastor Post and 6 elders in attendance.
1. Devotions consisted of communion training and
explanation of wares and procedures.
2. Minutes of the Elder's meeting of last month were
approved.
3. Communion assistants for next month were
scheduled.
4. Pastor Post made 16 pastoral care home/shut-in visits
to 23 individuals last month.
5. A request from Marshall County to use Redeemer's
building for future elections was discussed.  More
information is needed before further discussion can take
place.  
6. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, March 8,
2018 at 7:00 PM.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported 
1. Offering envelopes for 2019 will be ordered in a lesser
amount.
2. Byron Rhodes has agreed to serve of the next
Stewardship Director, pending annual meeting voter
approval.

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported
1. Sandy introduced Tonya Alliger, who has agreed to serve
of the next Stewardship Director, pending annual meeting
voter approval.
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2. Soup suppers will begin February 21 with the first three
suppers served by the LWML and Assimilation serving the
last two suppers.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock was
absent. 
1. A meal was served for 28 by Redeemer members at the
House of Compassion this month.
2. March 6 is the next date Redeemer will serve.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Nothing new
was reported.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava reported 
1. Visitors last month who provided mailing addresses were
sent information, including: Tim, Rhonda, Hannah, Rachel
and Micah Davis of Coon Rapids, MN; Shirley Pennell of
Marshalltown; Barb Westling of Bondurant, IA; Phillip Fisher
of Grimes, IA.  And Robert & Sherry Kasischke; and Zarhona
Pennington Farmer; each of Marshalltown, and Aubriella
Hernandez Gonzalez; signed the guest book or attendance
sheets without a full address.  Others had illegibly written
names or no names were provided.
2. Times Republican ads were submitted to be published
during the Lent season.  Sunday, March 25, a large ad will
appear in the Times Republican.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost reported 
1. Registration was completed for Higher Things with
Nyapukah Gatwech and Jaime Smith planning to attend the
Higher Things Conference in Lawrence, Kansas July 23-27,
2018.  A check is needed to secure their registration.
2. Rheba asked Redeemer may consider having a credit
card for things such as ease and speed of conference
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registrations.  Discussion followed of other potential uses.
3. Rheba reported Amy McKibben has agreed to serve as
the next Youth Ministry Director, pending annual meeting
voter approval.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported 
1. Mailboxes have been rebuilt very nicely by Keven Kirk.
2. A second estimate for a vertical panic bar for security to
the East parking lot door from Wayne Tietje.  Wayne agreed
to complete this work as thanks for a blessed year.  Brad will
consult with Wayne about weather stripping for this door as
well as ask him to look at other exterior doors to discuss
purchase for replacement in the future.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $187 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars within the last month, for a total of
$333 received in 2018, and placed into the building repair
fund.
Randy Baker is no longer available to serve as Financial
Secretary due to increased work demands of his new video
security system business responsibilities.  

Old Business:  
1. An audit of the books will be done, when a willing and
available person agrees to do so.

New Business: 
1. A request of pastoral assistance was received from Christ
Lutheran, Gladbrook, Iowa. Trinity, Dillon, is considering
possibilities of a dual parish relationship.  Other options were
discussed for proposed consideration by the Gladbrook
congregation as well.
2. A request from Marshall County was received for
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Redeemer to be the 4th Ward Polling location.  Discussion
followed to bring before voters at the annual meeting, or to a
future special voters meeting in a few weeks, if needed.
3. Installation of a donated video security system equipment,
labor and ongoing security in the church was offered by
Randy Baker.  Quality of these videos is admissible in court. 
Brad will coordinate with Randy regarding recommendations
to accommodate our church needs.  
4. Brian motioned to set the date for installation of new
officers on Sunday, March 11.  Rheba seconded.  Motion
carried.

The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, February 18 at 10:15
am.  A brief meeting on Sunday, February 25, will be held to
review the Annual Meeting Minutes.  This Church Council
will next meet Thursday, March 15, 2018; at 7:00 pm. Brad
motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm.  Sandy
seconded.  Meeting was adjourned.  Pastor Post led the
Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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