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REJOICING TO CONFESS

There is a fabulous Greek word, homologeo, which means to
“say the same thing.”  In the New Testament it is often translated as
“confession” and encompasses three important aspects of the
Christian faith:
1. The confession of sins.  “If we confess our sins, [God] is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (John 1:9)

2. The confession of the content of the faith.  “Whoever
confesses me before men, I will confess before my father in
heaven” (Matt. 10:32).  This means to confess Jesus to be the
Son of God, Savior of the world.

3. The confession of praise.  “I confess [usually translated as
“praise”] you Father...” (Matt. 11:25).
All three shades of meaning below together.  If the strong

confession of sin is missing, there is no real understanding of our
urgent need for a Savior.  Luther said that if a “mere man” were in
the scale over against our sins, and not the Divine-human Son of
God, we’d be lost.  That’s a strong confession of who Jesus is.  If we
indeed confess our sins, but have no idea of the divine remedy for our
sins in the doctrine of Christ — in justification (Rom. 3-4),
reconciliation (1 Cor. 5:19), Holy Baptism (1 Peter 3:21), Holy
Absolution (John 20:21-23), the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26),
etc. — then we’d be in bad shape, prone to look for human remedies
for sin.  And oh, what wretches we are, indeed, if the recognition of
our sin, of who Christ is for us, and of all He’s done for us don’t
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cause us to well up in praise and thanksgiving and yes, joy! (Phil.
4:4).

From the beginning, Christ called forth a confession.  “You,
who do you say that I am?”  Jesus asked his disciples (Matt. 16:15). 
From the beginning, there were departures from God’s Word that
required a confession of the true faith.  The “ecumenical creeds” —
the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian creeds (and Luther at one point
throws in the Te Deum for good measure as a confession as praise!)
— were the Church’s response to any rejection of the Bible’s
teaching.

At the time of the Lutheran Reformation, a clear confession
was required again.  Our Lutheran Book of Concord is that
confession.  Salvation, according to the Bible, is a free act of divine
grace.  Salvation was achieved by Christ’s cross and resurrection and
is delivered by the Word of the Gospel and by the sacraments.  Faith
alone lays hold of the gift.  Christ alone is the way to salvation.  The
Bible alone is the source of all divine truth.

As Lutherans, we assert that it does not suffice to say simply
“my confession is the Bible.”  There’s hardly a religion in the sphere
of Christianity, or even the most esoteric and non-Christian religion
(e.g., the Jehovah’s Witnesses who deny the divinity of Christ, the
Trinity, etc.) who don’t claim to confess the Bible.  They all claim to
use the Bible!  But we as Lutheran confess the Bible as it is rightly
understood — that is, the Bible as its own interpreter.  We use reason,
logic and grammar as servants, not masters of the biblical text.  The
Lutheran Confessions rightly set forth the teaching of the Scriptures. 
The Bible is God’s Word and is normative for us.  The Lutheran
Confessions (known most popularly in Luther’s catechism) are a
secondary authority which derive their authority from the Scriptures. 
By requiring public allegiance to the Book of Concord, all our
congregations, all our church workers and all our institutions together
confess, “Yes, this Book of Concord is a true confession of the
teachings of the Bible. Because this is so, these concessions are
normative for us.”

Church historian Hermann Sasse loved to point out that those
who de-emphasized or ignored our public confession in the Book of
Concord soon gave up the authority of the Bible too!   The Lutheran
Confessions are a great benefit in many ways.  They focus us on the
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Gospel of Jesus.  They teach us that the messages of the Law and the
Gospel are always relevant.  They free us from human attempts to
obtain divine merit by directing us to Christ alone.  They clearly
condemn false teachings that have arisen in the Church.  They
instruct us that the Lutheran Church is the catholic church gone right. 
They teach us that there is salvation also outside the orthodox
Lutheran Church, for there is salvation wherever Christ is known and
believed.  The Book of Concord teaches that Lutherans are
conservative, and that we retain worship and ceremonies so long as
they don’t contradict the Gospel.  They also teach that there is great
freedom in matters of worship, but that such matters should be in the
service of the Gospel, with great care to avoid offense.  The Lutheran
Confessions teach that Christ came for all people, and that the
Lutheran Church as the Church of pure Gospel of grace in Christ is
therefore a church about mission until Jesus returns.

I like to think of the Book of Concord as a beautiful pasture
with hills and valleys and streams.  It provides an untold number of
places to graze for teaching, edification, consolation, comfort, surety,
direction for living in Christ and more.  But the pasture has a fence. 
Within the pasture, I may graze freely.  I may freely think and come
to fresh understandings of the biblical texts and teaching of the
Church.  But I may not step outside the fence, lest I fall into false
teaching which threatens the Gospel.  And that strong fence is also a
protection for the grazing sheep.  No congregation, no institution, no
church worker, and especially no pastor, should presume to live and
work within the confines of the pasture, if they knowingly reject the
biblical teachings of the Lutheran Confessions.

In recent years, CPH has sold well over 100,000 copies of
Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions — A Readers Edition of the
Book of Concord.

Get a copy if you don’t have one already!  You’ll find a
wealth of helpful material in addition to the various confessions of
the Lutheran Church.  And you’ll find that your comprehension of the
depth of our need and the greatness of Christ and His gifts will
deepen and broaden and embolden your joyous praise of God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.         — Pastor Harrison

      The Lutheran Witness (Aug 2017)
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USHERS FOR JANUARY
Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels, Jim Eipperle,

Sam Zoske, Randy Baker

GREETERS
January 7 Lou and Jan Riese

14 Sheila and Tony Stalzer
21 Bruce and Lori Johnson
28 Keven and Renee Kirk

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
January 7 Brian and Tonya Alliger

14 Sue and Steve Runge
21 Sam and Samantha Zoske
28 Robert and Janelle Shatava

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
January 7 Brandon Yost

14 Mike stubbs
21 Pat Lowry
28 Kyle Kirk

ATTENDING ELDERS
January 7 Pat Lowry, Brian Alliger

10 Steve Runge
21 Roger Mathews, Mike McKibben
24 Dennis Sickels
28 Chuck Misek, Chad Callaway

COMMUNION WARE
January 7

14
21
28
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SOME 
IF GOD WILLS THE SALVATION OF ALL, 

BUT 
AND HE ALONE CAN GRANT IT, 

NOT 
WHY DOESN’T HE?  

OTHERS
WHY IT IS THAT SOME ARE NOT SAVED AND

OTHERS ARE IS PART OF GOD’S HIDDEN WILL.  What God
has revealed to us is that He desires all men to be saved and that He
has, in fact, paid for the sins of the whole world and reconciled
Himself to all humanity in the death and resurrection of Christ.  Yet,
despite that, we also know that not everyone is saved.  Some, like
Pharaoh and Judas, will go to a place not prepared for them but
prepared for the devil and his wicked angels.  In addition to this, we
know that God, who takes no joy in the death of the wicked, has not
chosen anyone to be damned, which would not in any way be to His
glory, and yet, at the same time, and without contradiction, He has
chosen some for Himself and eternal salvation.

For the most part, these questions don’t bother children or
immature Christians.  They greatly bother those who desire to be
diligent and careful in their study of God’s Word and how they speak
of Him and His will.  Thus this question has often been called “the
cross of the theologian.”  Crosses are not nice things.  They hurt. 
They kill.  But a thing doesn’t have to be nice to be good.

God sends crosses to His children to chastise and discipline
them, to keep them from becoming too elated or arrogant, to keep
them dependent upon Him.  The theologian’s cross can drive a person
mad or to heresy and unbelief if he will not submit to God’s Word. 
To some degree the Lutheran answer to your question is: “We don’t
know and we aren’t going to try to know, but we are going to try to
be accurate and clear.”  The good this cross can do is evident: It can
drive a person deeper into Scripture and teach him to more fully
depend upon God instead of his own reason.

The Rev. David Petersen is senior pastor of Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.
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2018 COFFEE SERVER LIST 
JANUARY 
7 Brian and Tonya Alliger 
14 Sue and Steve Runge 
21 Sam and Samantha Zoske 
28 Robert and Janelle Shatava 

FEBRUARY 
4 Barb and Linda Blake 
11 Chad and Shauna Callaway 
18 George and Cheryl Rohlfsen 
25 Mike and Amy McKibben 

MARCH 
4 Lou and Jan Riese 
11 Byron and Sandy Rhodes 
18 Shana Hernandez, Shona Otto 
25 Dennis and Melanie Sickels 

APRIL 
1 Easter brunch 
8 Pat and Bonnie Lowry 
15 Deloris Clayton, Dorothy Lueders 
22 Brandon and Rheba Yost 
29 Edith Armbrecht, Marjean Meyer 

MAY 
6 Joe and Jana Robertson 
13 Sheila and Tony Stalzer 
20 Becky Baedke, Roger Mathews 
27 Millie Kosar, Margo Wildung 

JUNE 
3 Charles and Leone Reisetter 
10 Bruce and Lori Johnson 
17 Randy and Susan Baker 
24 Brad and Kathy Pennington 

JULY 
1 Patti Collins, Nancy DeKock 
8 Richard and Bernita Zitzow 
15 Roger and Betty Westling 
22 Randy and Karen Frohwein 
29 Keven and Renee Kirk 

AUGUST 
5 Stan and Sandy Linsenmeyer 
12 Dennis and Melanie Sickels 
19 David and Karen Cary 
26 Charles and Kiley Misek 

SEPTEMBER 
2 Max and Gwen Nash 
9 Pat and Bonnie Lowry 
16 Robert and Janelle Shatava 
23 Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson 
30 Brian and Tonya Alliger 

OCTOBER 
7 Roger and Betty Westling 
14 Richard and Bernita Zitzow 
21 Ethel Tietje, Margo Wildung 
28 Sam and Samantha Zoske 

NOVEMBER 
4 Sheila and Tony Stalzer 
11 Joe and Jana Robertson 
18 Randy and Karen Frohwein 
25 Dennis and Penny Hegdahl 

DECEMBER 
2 Grant and Andi Runge 
9 Brad and Kathy Pennington 
16 Keven and Renee Kirk 
23 Byron and Sandy Rhodes 
30 Millie Kosar, Ethel Tietje 
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 2018 GREETERS LIST 
January 
7 Lou and Jan Riese 
14 Dennis and Melanie Sickels
21 Bruce and Lori Johnson 
28 Keven and Renee Kirk 

FEBRUARY 
4 Barb and Linda Blake 
11 Patti Collins, Nancy DeKock 
18 Marjean Meyer, Margo Wildung 
25 Stan and Sandy Linsenmeyer 

MARCH 
4 Sam and Samantha Zoske 
11 David and Karen Cary 
18 Ken and Shirley Breinig 
25 Pat and Bonnie Lowry 

APRIL 
1 Brandon and Rheba Yost 
8 Deloris Clayton, Edith Armbrecht 
15 Mike and Amy McKibben 
22 Charles and Kiley Misek 
29 Max and Gwen Nash 

MAY 
6 Brad and Kathy Pennington 
13 Byron and Sandy Rhodes 
20 George and Cheryl Rohlfsen 
27 Steve and Sue Runge 

JUNE 
3 Richard and Bernita Zitzow 
10 Brian and Tonya Alliger 
17 Ben and Kristin Barker 
24 Randy and Susan Baker 

JULY 
1 Tony and Sheila Stalzer
8 Mike Stubbs, Becky Ross 
15 Chad and Shauna Callaway 
22 Ethel Tietje, Karen Warnhoff 
29 Charles and Leone Reisetter 

AUGUST 
5 Robert and Janelle Shatava 
12 Roger and Betty Westling 
19 Joe and Jana Robertson 
26 Millie Kosar, Dorothy Lueders 

SEPTEMBER 
2 Denny and Penny Hegdahl 
9 Randy and Karen Frohwein 
16 Shana Hernandez, Shona Otto 
23 Becky Baedke, Roger Mathews 
30 Grant and Andi Runge 

OCTOBER 
7 Lou and Jan Riese 
14 Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson 
21 Pat and Bonnie Lowry 
28 Mike Stubbs, Becky Ross 

NOVEMBER 
4 Dennis and Melanie Sickels 
11 Steve and Sue Runge 
18 Brian and Tonya Alliger 
25 Stan and Sandy Linsenmeyer 

DECEMBER 
2 Joe and Jana Robertson 
9 Brandon and Rheba Yost 
16 Ethel Tietje, Karen Warnhoff 
23 Patti Collins, Nancy DeKock 
30 Byron and Sandy Rhodes 
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Video Equipment Operator’s Schedule for 2018 

January   7 Brandon Yost
  14 Mike Stubbs
  21 Pat Lowry
  28 Kyle Kirk

February  4 Keven Kirk
  11 Steve Runge
  18 Brandon Yost
  25 Mike Stubbs

March   4 Pat Lowry
  11 Kyle Kirk
  18 Keven Kirk
  25 Steve Runge

April   1 Brandon Yost
  8 Mike Stubbs
  15 Pat Lowry
  22 Kyle Kirk
  29 Keven Kirk

May   6 Steve Runge
  13 Brandon Yost
  20 Mike Stubbs
  27 Pat Lowry

June   3 Kyle Kirk
  10 Keven Kirk
  17 Steve Runge
  24 Brandon Yost

 

July   1 Mike Stubbs
  8 Pat Lowry
  15 Kyle Kirk
  22 Keven Kirk
  29 Steve Runge

August   5 Brandon Yost
  12 Mike Stubbs
  19 Pat Lowry
  26 Kyle Kirk

September 2 Keven Kirk
  9 Steve Runge
  16 Brandon Yost
  23 Mike Stubbs
  30 Pat Lowry

October   7 Kyle Kirk
  14 Keven Kirk
  21 Steve Runge
  28 Brandon Yost

November 4 Mike Stubbs
  11 Pat Lowry
  18 Kyle Kirk
  25 Keven Kirk

December 2 Steve Runge
   9 Brandon Yost
  16 Mike Stubbs
  23 Pat Lowry
  30 Kyle Kirk

8



USHERING TEAMS FOR 2018

TEAM #1
Dennis Sickels* 752-7439
Brad Sickels 752-7439
Jim Eipperle 752-1830
Sam Zoske 753-8567
Randy Baker 752-8847

TEAM #2
Brandon Yost        620-755-3781
Bruce Johnson 753-8239
Roger Westling 752-7591
Brian Alliger        260-493-0277
Patrick Ryherd        515-291-1900

TEAM #3
Dennis Hegdahl* 752-8563
Keven Kirk 753-0142
Kyle Kirk 753-0142
Randy Frohwein 483-2796
Ben Barker 753-1441

TEAM #4
Roger Mathews* 753-0841
Grant Runge 752-6815
Brian Mohr 753-5577
Steve Runge 752-6815
Jason August  753-4960
Charles Misek           515-720-9939

TEAM #5
John Remster* 752-4933
Craig Flanagan 485-1120
Kirk Niehouse 753-4699
Mike McKibben          515-720-9581
Stan Linsenmeyer 752-2744

TEAM #6
Brad Pennington* 351-4555
Pat Lowry 753-3434
Lou Riese 752-5318
Chad Callaway 366-3170
Byron Rhodes 844-8219

* Denotes Team Leader

MONTHLY SCHEDULE
January & July Team #1
February & August Team #2
March & September Team #4
April & October Team #6
May & November Team #5
June & December Team #3

Do your part by attendance.  If you cannot usher on a certain Sunday during your assigned
month, it is up to you to get your own substitute.  If the team members can’t cover you, find someone
from another team.  Please stay in close communication with your team captain.

Please contact Steve Runge @ 752-6815 if you have any questions or need to change teams
or months.
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VIVE LA DIFFERENCE!
– by Kevin Vogt – 

Physical differences between male and female are not
superficial but extend throughout our bodies.  The changes those who
“transition” undergo, even if surgically or with artificial hormones,
are merely superficial and cosmetic.  It’s like putting Ford
nameplates and logos on a Chevrolet, then claiming it “transitioned”
to being a Ford!  The two brands are indeed outwardly similar, have
features in common and some interchangeable parts.  But they are
uniquely engineered and have basic differences throughout.

It’s the same with men and women.  The Bible says simply,
“Male and female He created them” (Gen. 1:27), and “he who created
them from the beginning made them male and female” (Matt. 19:4). 
Apart from very rare genetic defects, humans universally have been
and continue to be made male or female.  These two sexes are
distinct, not interchangeable, and the sex of each person is permanent
and immutable.

Psalm 139:13-14 makes clear that an individual’s sex,
irreversibly determined at the moment of conception , is part of
God’s plan for that person’s life: “For You formed my inward parts;
You knitted me together in my mother’s womb.”  And it almost
seems Paul in 1 Cor. 12:18 anticipated and refutes the claim some
humans are born the “wrong sex”: “God arranged the members in the
body, each one of them, as He chose.”

The ingenious, complimentary way God designed and still
creates males and females is one of the most wonderful aspects of His
creation, beautifully expressed in Gen. 2:18: “The Lord God said, ‘It
is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit
for him.’” The French have a cheekier way of saying it:  Vive la
difference!

It is precisely the differences God created in the two sexes of
the human race that bring us some of the greatest joys and pleasure
in life.  It’s all part of God’s plan for our good.  Attempts to deny or
muddle those differences are a lie, robbing us of an essential aspect
of our humanity.  Instead of vainly trying to overthrow God’s plan,
we will find happiness in embracing with gusto His design, both for
our individual selves and the whole human race.  Vive la difference!

Lutheran Witness, August 2017

10



LWML News for January

(Gaudete) Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will
say, rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to all
men.  The Lord is at hand.  (Philippians 4:4-5)

Thank you to our officers and members who lead us in our
mission endeavors in 2018, and our Bible studies.  We still need a
treasurer, as Marjean has served in this capacity several years and
now it’s an opportunity for someone else to serve in this important
position.  Thank you also to each circle as you perform duties to help
our congregation with continuity and services.

The following LWML Missions were voted on at our
November meeting:
($2,150.00) and other donations.
LCMS World Missions Central $300.00
Camp IO-DIS-E-CA $200.00
Lutheran Family Services $200.00
Lutheran Hour $100.00
Lutherans for Life $300.00
Emergency Food Box $100.00
House of Compassion $250.00

Thank you Nancy for the beautiful poinsettia tree that
decorates our chancel and the members who honored their loved ones
with remembrances.

Our January meeting will be Thursday, January 18, 2018 at
9:30 AM.  Bible study will be from th new winter quarterly on pages
16-17, “Listen to the Sound.”  We welcomed several new members
to our circles this past year and everyone is welcome to join us
anytime.  

With the Love of Christ,
Barb Blake
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on December 5th. 
Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2018 we will cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, January 2nd.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the
past for cooking, serving and working at the House of Compassion.

ASSIMILATION
January 6th we will be taking down the church Christmas

decorations at 9:00 a.m.  Come join us if you can.
At this time we have no other activities planned for

2018 to tell you about, but there will be some forthcoming for
sure.  Greeters and Coffee server lists for 2018 are in this
newsletter.

After four years of serving as your Assimilation
Director, I am stepping aside to give someone else the
opportunity to serve in this position.  I have enjoyed working
with and for you all.  It is challenging at times to come up with
events that we think many of you would like to participate in,
but it was also great fun and fellowship too.

Many thanks to my wonderful committee of Jana
Robertson, Bonnie Lowry, Julee Swanson, Renee Kirk and
Esther Post, as well as the husbands who helped out often.  All
of you are so appreciated.

Have a blessed 2018!

Sandy Rhodes
Assimilation Director
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LEARNING THE FAITH BY HEART
by Geoff Boyle

Give your children the gift of Luther’s Small Catechism — every day.

I LOVE MY CHILDREN AND WANT THE BEST FOR
THEM: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness [and] self-control” (Gal. 5:22).  The fruit of the Holy
Spirit comes through God’s Word.  Life in the Spirit begins at the
font where water and the Word unite us to Christ and is nourished
each time we hear His Holy Word and receive His gifts of
forgiveness, life and salvation.  Martin Luther tells us that the Spirit
“leads us first into His holy congregation and places us in the bosom
of the Church.  Through the Church He preaches to us and brings us
to Christ” (LC II, 42).  That’s what I want for my baptized children.

The Small Catechism is a prayer book, a handbook of the
Christian life fo you and your children.

Instead of giving a perfect, fail-proof, one-size-fits-all method
for home catechesis here, I’ll simply offer a starting point by sharing
what we have done at home with our own small children.  Adapt and
change it as your family requires.  Kids vary.  And different ages call
for different approaches.

We first selected a time and a place (nothing happens without
a time and place), making it part of the bedtime ritual: bathe, brush
teeth and sit together on the floor with our hymnals.

We started with a simple liturgy and added the Church’s hand
motions, teaching them to make the sign of the cross: “In the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”  (For a
2 year old, making the sign of the cross isn’t always up, down, right
and left.  It can be all over the place.)

I’d then introduce the Ten Commandments with something I
adapted from Pastor Peter Bender along the way: “The Ten
Commandments preach repentance.  They show us our sin and our
need for a Savior, and how we should live before God and our
neighbor.”  (Rhythm and rhyme are vital to memorization.)

Then I’d ask: What are the Ten Commandments?”  We’d
recite them as a family — just the commandments.  Once the children
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GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES
“We must train young people to look upon their parents as
God’s representatives and to remember that even though they
are lowly, poor, frail, and peculiar, they are still the father
and mother whom God gave them.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

had learned them by heart, we’d ask, “What does this mean?”
Next: “The Creed preaches who God is for us and for our

salvation, as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  Let us confess
...”

Then: “The Lord’s Prayer preaches the Christian life, how we
are to call upon God in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks. 
Let us pray...”

Then we sang a hymn — using the same hymn for a while to
learn it by heart.  (You might have a CD of Lutheran hymns ready.)

Finally, we’d conclude with the catechism’s Evening Prayer
and a simple benediction: “Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting
life.  Amen.”

There’s no magic formula.  No super spirituality.  Just a father
and mother doing the same thing every day in love for their children. 
And this is the most important point: do it daily, using the same
words.  Use repetition.  Rhythm and rhyme.  Habits form us.

As our kids have grown, so has our use of the catechism.  On
our way to school we now get through all six chief parts and even
sing in the car!  Our 5-year old has learned all the chief parts by
heart, and our 4-year old knows the primary texts.  Our 9-year old
corrects me when I’m wrong.  I love my children, so I give them the
Word.  What a gift the Small Catechism is to me and my family. 
May it be so for you and yours.   

—Lutheran Witness, September 2017
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FIVE REASONS EVERYONE SHOULD READ THE

BOOK OF CONCORD
by Kurt Onken

THE BOOK OF CONCORD FOCUSES US ON CHRIST. 
WE ARE DIRECTED AWAY FROM OUR OWN FEEBLE
EFFORTS TO EARN GOD’S FAVOR AND DIRECTED TO
CHRIST’S SAVING WORK AT THE CROSS FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

The Book of Concord contains the confessional documents of
the Lutheran Church from the sixteenth century.  It’s not merely an
interesting piece of historical and theological literature.  It’s not
meant to sin on your bookshelf and make you look erudite (like all
those books in my study that I tell everyone are there just to make me
look smarter than I really am!).  It’s meant to be taken off the
bookshelf and read, studied and contemplated.  Here are five reasons
every Lutheran should own and read the Book of Concord.

1 IT’S SURPRISINGLY FAMILIAR
If you’ve never looked at the Book of Concord before, you

might be surprised by the things you’ll find there.  You’ll run into the
familiar creeds that are also in our hymnals, demonstrating
Lutheranism’s connection with the Church of all times and places. 
Also tucked in there is the Small Catechism by Martin Luther (and
here you thought it was only contained in that little burgundy book
— or blue, for us older folks — that you used in confirmation class). 
And Look!  There’s a Large Catechism, too, written by Luther in a
more sermonic format.

You’ll also find that the Book of Concord is surprisingly
accessible, and that it’s not just for pastors and professors but also for
the people in the pew.  The “reader’s edition” that Concordia
Publishing House produced a few years ago is very helpful in this
regard.  It contains many introductory articles, charts, timelines,
pictures and editorial comments that help to explain the historical
context and meaning of each document and its articles.

2 IT’S INFORMATIVE
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The Book of Concord is more than just a set of historical
artifacts.  It tells us what Lutherans believe, teach and confess.  It lets
us know what our pastors and congregations subscribe to
unconditionally as members of our Synod, since we believe that the
Book of Concord is a true and accurate confession of Christian
doctrine as revealed in Holy Scripture.

As you read the Book of Concord, you’ll also learn how the
Church of the sixteenth century dealt with various controversies. 
This is significant because many of those same controversies persist
in Christendom today.  For example, some Christians at the time of
the Reformation rejected infant Baptism.  This false teaching is still
around today.  What do Lutherans believe about baptizing babies? 
See Part IV of the Large Catechism.  What about praying to the saints
in heaven?  See Article XXI of the Augsburg Confession and its
Apology (meaning “defense”).  Concerned about election and
predestination?  See Article XI of the Formula of Concord.  As you
can see, the Book of Concord is not just a museum piece, but it is
very contemporary and informative for us today.

3 IT’S EXEMPLARY
Speaking of controversies, the Book of Concord is exemplary

in the way it teaches us how to deal with any doctrinal differences we
have with others.  It is open and honest, but perhaps not as earthy and
rough around the edges as Martin Luther could be in some of his
writings.  It attempts to see where agreements may lie with others,
yet clearly admits that Christians may have differing opinions about
what Scripture teaches.

The book of Concord is also exemplary in the way that it
boldly and bravely confesses the truths of Holy Scripture in the face
of opposition.  One of my favorite quotes is from the conclusion to
the Formula of Concord where the authors state, “By God’s grace,
with intrepid hearts, we are willing to appear before the judgment
seat of Christ with this Confession and give an account of it.”  What
a courageous example for every generation!

4 IT’S DEVOTIONAL
The Book of Concord can be great devotional reading too. 

It’s not as dull and dry as you might expect from a dogmatic textbook
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Dear fellow members of Christ at Redeemer Lutheran Church,
    Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your
family! We are truly blessed to receive Christ's gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation here with you in His Church.
Thank you for all your prayers, cards, gifts, and words of
encouragement throughout the year. The peace of the Lord be
with you throughout this season and until He comes again!

In Christ,
Pastor Alex, Esther, Logan, Elsa, Nova, and Liam Post

    A suggestion was made for a rolling book cart to house a
number of copies of The Book Of Concord for study in Adult
Bible Class.  Motion was made (Stan Linsenmeyer) and
seconded (John Studts) to spend not more than $400. From
Adult Bible Class account to purchase that cart.  Motion passed.

Submitted by Steve Runge, Director of Elders.

(and let’s face it, those can be dry and academic ... but not always!). 
If you’re looking for a place to start, try the Large Catechism.  After
that, try the Augsburg Confession and later its Apology.

5 IT FOCUSES US ON CHRIST
Finally, the Book of Concord focuses us on Christ as our only

Savior from sin, death and eternal condemnation.  This has to be the
most important reason why everyone should read it.  Every article
points us to the glorious grace of our Savior Jesus.  On every page,
we are directed away from our own feeble efforts to earn God’s favor
and directed to Christ’s saving work at the cross for the forgiveness
of sins.

— The Lutheran Witness, September 2017 
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, December 19, 2017

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:02 PM.  The Collect for the Third Sunday in Advent was
read as the opening prayer.  President Egger led a Bible
Study of John 19:1-16.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Second Vice
President: Bruce Johnson; Pastor Alex Post; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Stewardship Director: Brian
Mohr; Assimilation Director: Sandy Rhodes; Evangelism
Director: Janelle Shatava; Church Property Director: Brad
Pennington and President Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
Members Absent: Treasurer Sam Zoske; Future Financial
Secretary: Randy Baker; Elders Director: Steve Runge;
Social Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock and Youth Ministry
Director: Rheba Yost.
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Brian motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of
the Sound System.  Bruce seconded. Motion carried. Sandy
motioned to approve minutes of last month. Brian seconded.
Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages and
membership totals included: Sunday morning worship: 108;
Wednesday evening worship: 26; Sunday school: were not
available and Adult Bible Class: 34. Membership totals
changed to 323 Baptized and 254 Communicant.. Transfers
into Redeemer included Edith Armbrecht and Tony and
Sheila Stalzer, all from St John, State Center. Released
upon request: Paulla Hartman on 1-1-2017; Transferred out:
Dennis and Kelly Smith, Matthew and Natalie to Redeemer
Lutheran, Ventura, IA, 11-1-2017; Marlys Garbe to St Paul,
Marion, IA 11-1-2007; Don and Eloise Severidt to Faith
Lutheran, Adele, IA; and reduced due to death: Duane
Noelck died on 10-24-2017.
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Financial Report: Sam Zoske and Randy Baker absent,
Charles Swanson presented financial reports which were
reviewed. Brad moved and Brian seconded to approve the
financial reports. Motion carried. 

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge, in his absence
submitted a written report.
The Elders met December 14 with Pastor Post and 5 elders
in attendance.
1.  Devotions continued on the Creed from Luther's Large
Catechism.
2.  Minutes of the Elder's meeting of last month were approved.
3.  Communion assistants for next month were scheduled.
4.  Pastor Post made 14 pastoral care home/shut-in visits to
28 individuals and 19 phone visits last month.
5.  Suggestions to renew an acolyte schedule due to
approximately 11 youth available as potential acolytes.  Brad
Sickels volunteered to implement and maintain a roster and
schedule.  
6.  Large print hymns were again discussed.  With limited
possibilities, further investigation into The Lutheran Service
Builder for CPH will be done
7.  Delinquent members were discussed.
8.  Following additional review of the Elders 2018 budget, a
motion was made and passed to set the maximum amount
of salary designated for housing (previously labeled
"Housing Allowance") at $10,000 for the year 2018.
9.  The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, January 11,
2018 at 7:00 PM.
10.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
11.  The Elders also drafted a plan for ushers to monitor
safety following the start of worship services.  

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported 
1. Envelopes for 2018 are available and most have been
picked up.
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2. The number of 2019 offering envelopes ordered may be
reduced
3. The Pauline and Bob Hartman memorial funds have been
designated toward the organ rebuild fund by Paulla Hartman;
and the Bill Fricke memorial fund has been designated by
Larry Fricke half to the roofing project and half to the organ
rebuild fund. Attempts to contact Deni or Megan Kutzner to
designate the Kutzner memorial funds have not been
successful.   
4. A proposal may be made at the Annual Meeting to set a
time limit for locating family members to designate memorial
funds.  When unsuccessful undesignated funds would move
into the Endowment Fund and allow the congregation to
designate those funds.
5. A list of memorial designations will be written and kept
known for future projects.
6. Charlie reported the current organ rebuild funds are nearly
$13,300 with an additional $5,000 received on Sunday.

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported
1. A group of eight went caroling on December 9 to the
Veterans Home, Embers, Southridge Nursing & Rehab,
Bickford Cottage, Grandview Height and the Chuck Stanfield
home.
2. January 6 the church Christmas decorations will be taken
down and placed in storage.
3. Until a new Assimilation Director is found, no new
activities may be planned for 2018,

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock was
absent. 
1. A meal was served by Redeemer members at the House
of Compassion this month.
2. January 2 is the next date Redeemer will serve.

Board of Parish Education: 
The Children's Christmas Program was held December 17.

20



Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava reported 
Visitors last month who provided mailing addresses were
sent information, including:
Jim & Sue McGowen, Schuyler, NE; Jason, Cory, Cohen
and Kinnley Burhoop, Waverly, NE; Jenna, Carlos, Jovanni,
Landon, and Noah Hernandez, Marshalltown; Tom Selk,
Everett, WA; and Carol Barker, Marshalltown. Other visitors
who signed the guest book without full addresses included:
Robert & Sherry Kasischke, Marshalltown; Dennis & Kelly
Smith, Clear Lake; John & Marilyn Selk, Lawton, OK; Ellen
Johnson, Coerd Alene, ID; Neal & Teresa Huedepohl,
Conroy; and Randy Schultz, Marshalltown.
An ad was recently placed in the Times Republican
promoting Redeemer and our services.  

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost was absent. 
Pastor reported 
A Middle School retreat will be in January and attendance at
a July 23-27, 2018, Higher Things Conference in Lawrence,
Kansas, is being planned.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported
1. Brad met with Chad from Landon & Landon and received
an estimate of $12,990 (to $13,540, or more, dependent
upon quality of materials) for replacement and/or
rehabilitation of 10 windows, 2 steel doors.  An additional
estimate has been requested for a panic bar for the door to
the East parking area.  
2. Worn out furniture from the youth room was disposed of
thanks to help from Brad Sickles.
3. The white board in the parish hall was assembled.
4. Brad met with Vernon Beachy and received a roofing and
replacement estimate of $68,000 including 2" insulation,
steel sheeting; fasteners; removal of old shingles; and
rubber roofing and gutter & down spouts replacement; and
build out to preserve the roofline stained glass windows.
6. Service Master cleaned carpet in the fellowship hall, both

21



East and West entrances and a portion in the nave area.
7. About $18,000 is currently available in the Building Repair
Fund and Property Management  funds.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $22 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars within the last month, for a total of
$1,658 received in 2017, placed into the building repair fund.

New Business: 
1. Bruce motioned for Sunday, February 18, 2018 at 10:15
am, to be set as the date and time for Annual Meeting,
seconded by Brad.  Motion carried.
2. Sandy reported new flooring and counter top will be
needed in the kitchen when funds are available.  
3. The church sign at Center Street also needs attention. 
4. Modification of designated pews for handicap accessibility. 
5. Keven Kirk has agreed to renovate the mailboxes and this
week has been working on the parsonage leaky toilet.
6. The sound system company may be asked to come back
to check and make needed adjustments.
7. Esther Post suggested to Keith to contact the Concordia
Universities in the area to promote Marshalltown and recruit
a potential organist. 

Old Business:  
1.  Brian motioned for Byron Rhodes to serve as the lay
delegate to the June 29 & 30 of 2018 District Convention,
and Bruce seconded.  Motion carried.
2.  2018 Budget was reviewed.

This Church Council will next meet on Tuesday, January 18,
2018; at 7:00 pm. Janelle motioned to adjourn the meeting at
8:36 pm.  Brian seconded.  Meeting was adjourned.  Pastor
Post led the Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke

22



Thank you to everyone who helped me when I fell at church and
also for your prayers and phone calls during the past week.  I’m
healing slowly.  I appreciate all your kind words and get well
wishes. God Bless you all,

Delores Popp
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