
“Someone is wrong on the
internet, I must correct them!” 
– A typical social media user,
acting under the assumption
that winning is more important
than confessing.

THE REDEEMER MESSENGER
1600 South Center Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Pastor Post Cell Phone: 641-758-1915
Pastor Post e-mail: alexpost1226@gmail.com

website: www.redeemerlcms50158.org

FEBRUARY 2018

LOVING YOUR (INTERNET) NEIGHBOR
by Peter Slayton

When faced with the prospect of talking about Your faith
online, are you excited?  Are you petrified?  Or are you ambivalent,
not sure how you feel?  As social media manager for the LCMS, I
spend much of my day lurking near the “bottom half of the internet”
(also known as the comments section).  What I see there encourages
and discourages me in equal
measures.  The interactions
that take place can be clear,
beautiful confessions of our
faith... or they can make me
want to seek shelter under my
desk until the violent storm has
blown over.  Many of my
friends have given up social
media entirely, because they
are frustrated with the drama of it all.  Although I’m not ready to
abandon the feeds just yet, I do sometimes wonder if internet
Christians are causing needless offense and doing more damage to
our confession than good.

This is not to say that Christians should necessarily avoid
offending at all cost.  The Bible tells us plainly that the Gospel of
Christ crucified is “a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles”
(1 Cor. 1:23).  Our confession of faith is offensive to those who are
not Christ’s sheep.  But it is also true that how we say something can
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   Given that there are over two
billion active monthly users on
Facebook alone, the question
“who is my neighbor?” takes on a
whole new dimension in a digital
age.  Neighbors that you might not
ever interact with in a lifetime of
world travel are now only a finger
tap away on your mobile device.

be just as offensive as what we say.  The Gospel is offensive enough
on its own.  Don’t let the way you treat your neighbor online add to
that offense!

I’m aware that this advice is easy to give and hard to follow. 
Communicating well online is difficult.  No one can see the
expressions on your face or
hear the tone of your voice. 
Your wit can be a liability if
it comes across as mockery. 
Your directness can be
misconstrued as arrogance
and callousness.  Even your
h u m i l i t y  c a n  b e
misunderstood as sarcasm! 
Because of the disjointed and
depersonalized nature of
online communication,
opportunities to cause
offense are multiplied, and extra care must be taken.

Here, then, are three guiding principles that may help you
better show Christ’s love to your internet neighbor.

1.  Understanding is more important than winning
One of the most common causes of offense online comes when we
are more concerned with making our point than we are with actually
understanding what our neighbor is trying to say.  Do you read and
ask questions to understand your neighbor’s point of view?  Or do
you only wait for a break in the conversation so you can scan for
weaknesses and insert your own argument?  Comment sections are
notorious for this, because it is very easy to fire off a series of quick
comments without giving your neighbor adequate time to reply.  My
advice: slow down.  Read your neighbor’s comment several times
before responding to make sure you have understood it correctly.

Of course, reading a comment multiple times for meaning is
only the first step in civil exchange.  Next, take stock: How are you
asking your questions? Do you ask questions that are actually traps,
seeking to point out all the holes in your neighbor’s position?  If you
do, congratulations!  You’re like most of the internet.  A better way
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is to listen and ask questions that will clarify your neighbor’s
argument in your own mind — so that when your neighbor has made
his point, you understand it well enough that you can reflect it back
to him in your own words and lead him to exclaim, “That’s exactly
what I mean!  You said it better than I could!”  This time-honored
approach to dialogue treats your neighbor with dignity and respect,
as a fellow human being created by God.

Avoid the strong temptation to look for shortcuts in this
process.  You will need time, patience and humility — three things
notably absent from many online discussions — but if you seek
understanding with respect, you will in turn earn respect.  And you’ll
need that respect if you are to continue in the discussion.

2.  Confessing is more important than winning
When you talk about your faith online often, inevitably someone will
make a theological statement which you know to be wrong.  Because
you took the time to earn your neighbor’s respect first, you now have
an opportunity to challenge and gently correct him.  Remember,
though, that the manner in which you offer this correction has the
potential to offend as much as the correction itself.  Too often we
think a clear confession means winning an argument.  But the Gospel
doesn’t need to be defended — as if it can actually lose.  It only
needs to be confessed!  Your goal in this kind of conversation, then,
isn’t to win but to give a clear confession of the faith you’ve been
given.

God’s Word is never wrong, but we humans often are.  We
need to be open about that distinction.  Confidence in our own
“rightness” can very easily appear as arrogance.  (It can also actually
be arrogance.)  Even if you are convinced you’re right, be open to the
possibility that you may be wrong.  If you realize that you are wrong,
be the first to point it out and apologize.  When you make an
assertion, do so with humility.  Your calling is to confess your faith
“to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).

A clear confession is better than a winning argument.  It’s
also less susceptible to accusations of pride and arrogance.

3.  In all you do, point to Christ
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While the first two principles might make you a good online neighbor
in any circumstance, it is this last one that makes your online
discussions distinctly Christian; Make your clear confession all about
Jesus.  One of my favorite Lutheran sayings is that “all theology is
Christology.”  All of Scripture points to Christ.  John 5:39 and Luke
24:27 (two of my favorite passages in Scripture) clearly show us
where our theology begins and ends.  What does this mean for our
online discussions?  If, in the midst of a theological discussion, you
are unable to demonstrate to your neighbor how the point in
contention relates to Christ, then you have taken a wrong turn
somewhere.  Online or off. Christians confess Christ.  It’s what we
do.

If these guiding principles seem overly daunting, remember:
There is no biblical command to be active on social media
discussions.  As a Christian, you are free to engage or walk away. 
Perhaps your personality or communication skills are such that you
need to avoid online discussions entirely.  There is no shame in that! 
If loving the neighbors in your digital proximity proves too difficult,
it’s okay to focus on loving the neighbor in your physical proximity
instead.

In the end, your confidence isn’t in your ability to make a
good argument or “win the internet.”  Your trust is in the Savior who
died for you, who chose you in your baptism and who, through the
Holy Spirit, renews your faith each day.  When you fail to love your
internet neighbor, you are forgiven.  When you don’t even want to try
to love your internet neighbor, you are forgiven.  And that Gospel,
that forgiveness, itself creates and renews your desire to love your
internet neighbor because, while you were yet a sinner, Jesus Christ
first loved you. 
Peter Slayton is a social media manager for The Lutheran Church –
Missouri Synod.

February 14, 2018, 7:00 PM
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CONFIDENT EXPECTATION
by Lynette Auch, President, National Lutherans For Life

Mommy overheard her lonely, five-year-old son earnestly
pray: “Dear Jesus, please bring a baby brother or sister to my house
for me to play with and be my friend.”

Word came—a dear friend’s already-grave health condition
had suddenly grown worse.  Quickly a message was relayed calling
on fellow prayer warriors to lift their brother’s condition to God in
prayer.

A friend, a woman of God, was found unresponsive.  Her
condition warranted artificial life support.  Medical tests indicated
that her brain had no signs of life.  The family was at the crossroads
of removing life support.  As the church prayed for and with the
family, the family gained the strength to trust in God’s promises
while they lovingly and confidently entrusted their loved one into the
Heavenly Father’s tender care.

All of these life issues have a common denominator: HOPE!

As we live every day in a world of life issues, unknowns, and
uncertainties—sickness, disease, death, abortion, physician-assisted
suicide, euthanasia, infertility, homosexuality, biotechnology,
suicide, homicide, human trafficking, sale of human body parts,
natural disasters (to name just a few)—we may sometimes find
ourselves in the depths of despair.  We may wonder if there is any
hope.

If we, as Christians, sometimes feel that way, how much more
grievous for those who do not know the comforts of the Living
Hope—Jesus Christ?

What is hope, specifically?  What is biblical hope?  In my
research, I found strength and encouragement in this definition: hope
– “A confident expectation and desire for something good in the
future.”

Isaiah 43:1-2 (NIV): [The Lord says— he who
created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned
you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through
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the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”

As created, redeemed, and called children of God, we have
this hope, this confident expectation, in the depths of our souls.  As
we walk through the swirling waters and the blazing flames of this
life, God promises to be with us.  (Notice that God does not take us
around or over our troubles; He takes us through them.)

1 Peter 1:7 (NIV): These have come so that the
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by
fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed.
Romans 5:1-4 (NIV): Therefore, since we have been
justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have gained access by faith into this grace in which
we now stand.  And we boast in the hope of the glory
of God.  Not only so, but we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope.  And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

As evidenced by their prayers, the individuals in the previous
true stories found hope, confident expectation, in God, our Heavenly
Father, as they were passing through the waters and fires of the
struggles of life.

Currently, the little boy does have a baby brother or sister on
the way!  The friend with the grave health condition is slowly, but
surely, returning to health.  The woman of God is now in the
presence of her Heavenly Father.

Where do you find hope?
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your Word that assures
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SPIRITUAL PRIDE
“Reason cannot break itself of this habit: if it find itself
favored by God before others, it must turn up its nose at those
who do not enjoy such favor.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

us of our eternal salvation through the selfless, loving sacrifice of
Your only Son, Jesus Christ.  As we journey in this life, help us to live
with hope, “confident expectation,” that whatever the journey in this
life manages to throw at us, our future is secure.  Help us to share
this Hope for Life to a hopeless people and world!  In Jesus Name,
Amen.

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;

No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne!
Edward Mote, 1791-1874, LSB 575, Text: Public Domain
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USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
Brandon Yost, Bruce Johnson, Roger Westling,

Brian Alliger, Patrick Ryherd

GREETERS
February 4 Barb Blake, Linda Blake

11 Patty Collins, Nancy DeKock
18 Marjean Meyer, Margo Wildung
25 Stan and Sandy Linsenmeyer

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
February 4 Barb Blake, Linda Blake

11 Chad and Shauna Callaway
18 George and Cheryl Rohlfsen
25 Mike and Amy McKibben

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
February 4 Keven Kirk

11 Steve Runge
18 Brandon Yost
25 Mike Stubbs

ATTENDING ELDERS
February 4 Pat Lowry, Ben Barker

14 Steve Runge, Roger Mathews
18 Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels
25 Roger Mathews, Mike McKibben
28 Steve Runge, Brian Alliger

COMMUNION WARE

February 4 Joe and Jana Robertson
11 Kathy Pennington
18
25
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BOARD OF ASSIMILATION

After the annual meeting on February 18th, you will have a
new Director of Assimilation and she will be a good one!  You may
also have an idea of some of the social events coming up this year in
the March newsletter.

For now, I can tell you that we will start the Soup Suppers
before the Lenten services on February 21st.  No meal on Ash
Wednesday, but the LWML will make and serve the soups on
February 21, 28, and March 7th.  The Assimilation Board will be in
charge of the final two suppers on March 14th and 21st.  A sign-up
sheet for all the suppers will be posted on the bulletin board in the
parish hall for the congregation to provide sandwiches, relishes or
desserts, as we have done in the past.  A free will offering will also
be taken to defray the soup expenses.

Thanks again to all of you who have supported the efforts of
our Assimilation committee during my two terms as your Director. 
It has been challenging at times to come up with new ideas for
events, but very rewarding and great fun when so many of you have
participated.

Special thanks to my board members, Jana, Bonnie, Renee,
Esther, Julie and Cheryl.  They are a talented group and always ready
and willing to help.  Last, but certainly not least, thanks so much to
Bernita, Renee and Pat for making coffee each and every Sunday. 
(You know I would not get there in time to make it before church!) 
You are all so appreciated.

Blessings - Sandy Rhodes, Assimilation Director

9



CONCERNING THE SIX-DAY CREATION 
Pastor Matthew C Harrison. President of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod

CREATION IS A MYSTERY.  Just as science will forever
have a problem with Jesus being God and man, with His virgin birth,
or with His resurrection, so science will forever scoff at or, at best,
view the creation account in Genesis as mythology.  Though I’m no 
scietist, I’ve had challenges myself believing that the creation
accounts are history.  When will a talking snake appear believable to
reason?  How, in the face of the dominant theory of evolution, will
the special creation of Adam out of dust and in a flash appear
reasonable?  And what of Eve from a rib?  How can I possibly hold
to an actual creation of all things in six natural days?

The LCMS’s classic statement on creation was made a long
time ago in the Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the
Missouri Synod (1932), and it still holds today:

We teach that God has created heaven and earth, and
that in the manner and in the space of time recorded
in the Holy Scriptures, especially Gen. 1 and 2,
namely, by His almighty creative word, and in six
days.  We reject every doctrine which denies or limits
the work of creation as taught in Scripture.  In our
days it is denied or limited by those who assert,
ostensibly in deference to science, that the world
came into existence through a process of evolution;
that is, that it has, in immense periods of time,
developed more or less of itself.  Since no man was
present when it pleased God to create the world, we
must look for a reliable account of creation to God’s
own record, found in God’s own book, the Bible.  We
accept God’s own record with full confidence and
confess with Luther’s Catechism: “I believe that God
has made me and all creatures.”

Over the centuries, there have been a plethora of attempts to
alleviate the “scandal” of the creation accounts and to understand
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them in a way that is less offensive to human reason.  Although it is
true that the Synod has not defined as biblical doctrine a specific age
of the earth, attempts to alleviate the scandal of the creation accounts
by suggesting that the earth is somehow millions or billions of years
old actually compound the scandal in my view.  Can we somehow
stretch the meaning of a “day” in Genesis 1 into an eon or long period
of time?  If so, then how is it that light is created prior to the sun? 
How is it that vegetation is created before the sun?  How is it that
God creates fish and birds prior to the other animals?

You simply cannot stretch the days of Genesis 1 into eons in
order to somehow accommodate sciience or evolutionary theory (or
even some version of Old Earth Creationism based on a non-literal
understanding of a “day”) in any meaningful or coherent way.  Either
the account in Genesis 1-2 is myth, or it is history — albeit, history
written in a profoundly simple way to express profound truths.  There
is no middle ground.  And if humankind is the result of some
evolutionary process, then death was built into creation from the
beginning — a view that the Scriptures categorically reject.  In the
end, there can be no historical Adam and Eve in a mythical Garden
of Eden.  So-called “Old Earth Creationism” largely runs aground.

Why do I believe that the creation accounts are historical?  I
believe them because I believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior.  And I
hear in the words of Jesus that He Himself believes the creation
accounts are historical.  (See Matt. 19:3-9) I hear in the words of
Scripture, both Old and New Testaments, the voice of my Savior. 
And both He and the Scriptures bear witness to their absolute
inerrancy and infallibility.  With Luther, when I come to passages
that are hard to believe, “I doff my hat to the Holy Spirit and figure
that He is wiser than I am.”  Or as Luther said elsewhere regarding
Genesis 1: “We assert that Moses spoke in the literal sense, not
allegorically or figuratively, i.e., that the world, with all its creatures,
was created within six days, as the words read.  If we do not
comprehend the reason for this, let us remain pupils and leave the jov
of teacher to the Holy Spirit” (Luther’s Works, vol. 1, page 5).

What about our faithful scientists and others who struggle
with these issues?  There will always be a struggle between faith and
reason.  In matters of clear teaching of the Bible, I must hold to the
Scriptures.  However, there are many disciplines that operate under
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the category of reason, e.g., the scientific method, etc.  And many
Christian scientists have and will continue to make arguments based
upon their best scientific inquiry to defend the historicity or the very
reasonable possibility of the Bible’s accounts being true.  That’s
called apologetics.  More power to them.  As Lutherans, we are not
anti-science.  Nevertheless, the truths of Holy Scripture – and that
includes God’s creation of everything ex nihilo (“out of nothing) –
are most often well beyond human reason.

Despite scientism and evolutionary philosophy, the advances
of science (far from disproving God) have only demonstrated a
deeply complex and amazing universe.  A recent study of the human
genome concluded, by tracing markers on the make chromosome,
that all human beings have one common male ancestor.  That’s
phenomenal to consider!  Christians should not be against science,
but only against philosophies which would eliminate God from
creation, deny His existence or attack the veracity of His Word.

In the 1970's, some thought that as long as one believed the
Gospel, other issues taught by Scripture were up for grabs.  In
response, the Synod adopted A Statement of Biblical and
Confessional Principles (1973), which clarified the Synod’s teaching
on the Scriptures:

Since the saving work of Jesus Christ was
accomplished through His personal entrance into our
history and His genuinely historical life, death and
resurrection, we acknowledge that the recognition of
the soteriological purpose of Scripture in no sense
permits us to call into question or deny the historicity
or factuality of matters recorded in the Bible. 

We therefore reject the following views...

That recognition of the primary purpose of Scripture
makes it irrelevant whether such questions of fact as
the following are answered in the affirmative: Were
Adam and Eve real historical individuals?  Did Israel
cross the Red Sea on dry land?  Did the brazen
serpent miracle actually take place?  Was Jesus really
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on January

2nd.  Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2018 we will
cook and serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date
is Tuesday, February 6th.  Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the
past for cooking, serving and working at the House of Compassion.

born of the Virgin?  Did Jesus perform all the
miracles attributed to Him?  Did Jesus’ resurrection
actually involve the return to life of His dead body?

In short, I believe in the Gospel of free forgiveness, made incarnate
in history – in the conception, life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the God-man.  Because I believe the Gospel, I recognize the
word of my shepherd, Jesus, in Holy Scripture.  If I reject what
Scripture teaches as history about creation, why should I not then
reject everything else (including the resurrection itself) that appears
contrary to reason?

Even as we say “I believe; help my unbelief” (Mark 9:24), we
should be very humble as we approach this mystery of creation, and
humble and kind to those who struggle with the issue.  It’s a cross
that many of us will bear in this life, until we see Him “face to face”
(1 Cor. 13:12).

God help us.
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION

As the new year begins, I would like to take the opportunity
to thank you for your support of the mission of the House of
Compassion through your donations.

As an agency totally funded by private donations, we feel
very blessed to serve those in need in our community. Here are some
of our 2017 accomplishments:

Soup Kitchen - 14,156 meals   Monthly Average 1180 meals
(213 volunteers)

Supply Closet - 937 families (un-duplicated), 431 new
families in 2017   Monthly Average - 514 families, 1584 individuals

Medical/Dental Vouchers - 576 vouchers, 224 households 
$15200.

Client Services - 200 vouchers, $15500.
School Supplies - 822 children, 280 households (plus donated

items to county schools)
Adopt a Family Christmas Program - 571 people, 146

households
The support of churches such as yours is critical to our ability

to serve those in need in Marshall County.  In 2018, the House of
Compassion will continue to provide the services listed above but we
will also face some challenges as we make plans to reopen our
emergency homeless shelter and to make improvements to our
building (roof replacement and shelter remodeling) and possible
equipment replacement in our soup kitchen.

We appreciate your continued compassionate support of our
mission and the people we serve.

Sincerely,
Karen Frohwein, Director
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LWML News for February

Thank you to our 2018 officers and members for
giving of their time and effort to lead us in another
year of Bible studies and circle activities to serve the
Lord in our LWML mission endeavors.

We are asking LWML members to furnish cookies, candy and snacks
to be packed in Valentine boxes to send to our college students (9). 
Please bring the items to the church kitchen on or by Sunday,
February 4th so the boxes can be assembled to be mailed.

Anyone interested in helping cut and sew quilts can gather on
Mondays at 9:00 AM at the Church, more help is always welcomed. 
See Deloris Clayton if you have questions or if you can help from
home.

Remember to visit and send cards to our sunshine members.

Our February 15th quarterly meeting will be at 9:30 AM hosted by
Office Circle.   We welcomed several new members to our circles
this past year and invite others to join us anytime.

Stay tuned for the date (March) and location of our Spring Rally. 
The LWML District convention will be held in Cedar Rapids on June
15th & 16th.

With the Love of Christ
Barb Blake

15



We appreciate your recent donations to
the House of Compassion supply closet. 
Thank you for helping to meet the basic needs
of families struggling in our community.  Each
item given will ease a bit of the stress our
clients experience daily.  May you feel blessed
for serving in this way.

—Margaret and the HOC         
  Supply Closet Team

Dear LWML and Marjean Meyer,
    Happy New Year to you and your families! I am truly blessed
to receive the lovely monetary gift from LWML and also the
delicious plate of goodies from Marjean Meyer. Thank you so
much for remembering me throughout the year and through the
Christmas season.
— Linda Smith
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, January 18, 2018

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:00 PM.  The Collect for the Second Sunday after Epiphany
was read as the opening prayer.  Pastor Post led a Bible
Study prepared by President Egger of John 19:17 - 27.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex Post;
Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson; Future Financial
Secretary: Randy Baker; Elders Director: Steve Runge;
Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Assimilation Director:
Sandy Rhodes; Evangelism Director: Janelle Shatava; Youth
Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church Property Director:
Brad Pennington and President Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Treasurer Sam Zoske and Social Ministry Director: Nancy
DeKock. Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director
of Parish Education.

Rheba motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of
a financial audit. Steve seconded. Motion carried. Rheba
motioned to approve minutes of the previous month meeting.
Sandy seconded. Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages and
membership totals included: Sunday morning worship: 102;
Wednesday evening worship: 22; Sunday school: 15; and
Adult Bible Class: 29. Membership totals changed to 322
Baptized and 252 Communicant. Membership increased with
the baptism of Liam Martin Post, infant son of Pastor Alex
and Esther Post, born 2-17-2017 and baptized 2-26-2017;
and reduced due to death: Kathy Allenstein passed away on
12-20-2017 and Lillian Taylor passed away on 12-26-2017.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske absent.  Charlie Swanson and
Randy Baker presented financial reports for review.  In an
effort to combine smaller and/or unused dedicated accounts,
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Steve motioned the -54.47 in the Assimilation 'LWML HyVee
Charges' account be offset from two misc general funds to
balance that Assimilation fund.  Brian seconded.  Motion
carried.  The $25 'Camp IO-DIS-E-CA' and $8 'Wheatridge
Seals' accounts balances will be sent to each entity.  Brad
motioned the Elders 'Pulpit Supply' and 'Bell Choir' accounts
be moved into the Elders 'Miscellaneous' account; the
$262.81 'Sanctuary Carpet Fund' will be moved into the
building repair fund; the $67.22 'Computer' account will be
used prior to 2018 Elder computer budget to replace Pastor
Post's computer.  Steve seconded.  Motion carried.  The $0
balance Youth Ministry 'Christmas Service Project' and the
$0 Assimilation 'Postage' line items will be removed from the
budget.  Rheba moved and Brian seconded for the financial
report be approved as presented.  Motion carried.  

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met January 11 with Pastor Post and 7 elders in attendance.
1. Devotions continued on the Third Article of the Creed
from Luther's Large Catechism.
2. Minutes of the Elder's meeting of last month were
approved.
3. Communion assistants for next month were
scheduled.
4. Pastor Post made 21 pastoral care home/shut-in visits
to 24 individuals last month.
5. Procedures for church service security were revisited.
An announcement and door signs are being prepared.
6. A delinquent member list is being compiled for
presentation at annual meeting for a vote of these members
to be released from Redeemer active membership roster.
7. 2018 Elder's budget was finalized for Council
approval.
8. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, February
8, 2018 at 7:00 PM.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported 
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1. Year end contribution statements have been prepared and
will be mailed out next week.  
2. A treasurer report will be compiled and shared.  

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported
1. Soup suppers will begin February 21 with the first three
suppers served by the LWML and Assimilation serving the
last two suppers.
2. Tonya Alliger has agreed to serve as the next Director of
Assimilation.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock was
absent. 
1. A meal was served by Redeemer members at the House
of Compassion this month.
2. February 6 is the next date Redeemer will serve.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Nothing new
was reported.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava reported 
1. Visitors last month who provided mailing addresses were
sent information, including:
The Tim & Ronda Davis Family of Coon Rapids, MN. And
Robert Kasischke of Marshalltown signed the guest book
without a full address.
2. Times Republican ads will be submitted prior to the Lent
season for a seasonal publication.  A discussion followed
encouraging articles to be submitted to the newspaper for
publication.
3. Janelle has no plan to continue to serve as director of this
board.  

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost reported 
1. Contacts are being made to parents of youth for plans to
commit and complete the early bird Higher Things
registration.  Higher Things Conference in Lawrence, Kansas
will be July 23-27, 2018.
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2. Rheba will not renew for a second term to serve as
director of this board.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported 
1. The 2018 property insurance policy was received and will
be reviewed.
2. Landon and Landon submitted a bid of $2,360 to install a
vertical panic bar for security to the East parking lot door. 
Funds for installation of a panic bar, weather stripping and
lock smith services for the East parking lot door will be
included in the 2018 church property budget.
3. Ethington Heating & Cooling serviced each of the seven
church furnaces and reported several parts are difficult to
find, should there be a need of repairs.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $146 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars within the last month, for a total of
$146 received in 2018, and placed into the building repair
fund.

Old Business:  
1. The budget was reviewed. Brian motioned and Rheba
seconded for a budget of $218,994 to be presented to voters
for consideration at the Annual Meeting.  Motion carried.

New Business: 
1. Brian motioned and Rheba seconded to approve the
Agenda for the Sunday, February 18, 2018 Annual Meeting.
Motion carried.
2. An audit of the books will be done, when a willing and
available person agrees to do so.

This Church Council will next meet on Thursday, February
15, 2018; at 7:00 pm. The Annual Meeting will be Sunday,
February 18 at 10:15 am.  A brief meeting on Sunday,
February 25, may be held to review the Annual Meeting
Minutes.  Steve motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm. 
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Brian seconded.  Meeting was adjourned.  Pastor Post led
the Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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