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Teaching the Truth in our Hymns
By Joe Willmann

http://education.cph.org/teaching-the-faith-at-home/teaching-truth-
hymns/ 
For a minute, let me engage in a little thought experiment with
you. Complete the following phrases from some popular songs
from yesteryear:
Don’t go chasing __________________.
I heard it through the __________________.
Bye, bye Miss _____________________.
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And I would walk __________________, and I would walk
____________________.
I’ll give you a moment . . .
Are you done yet?
Now the point of this experiment wasn’t to see if you would know
the words waterfalls, grapevine, American Pie, 500 miles, or 500
more. No, the point of the experiment was to show you the power
that music has on our memory, and they way it helps us to
internalize words. You know those phrases by heart, and if you
didn’t immediately remember them, now that you see the words,
you can immediately hear the song in your head as you read the
phrase. And how long have these songs stuck with you? Here is
when they first came out:
Waterfalls – 1995 (22 years old)
I Heard it through the Grapevine 1968 (49 years old)
American Pie – 1971 (46 years old)
I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles) – 1988 (29 years old)
Think about how long those words above have stuck with you and
you’ll see that pop music has a lot of power to stick something in
our memories. Our hymns have that same power. They teach the
truths of Scripture in song and word. Consider some of the stanzas
from two of our timeless classics: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
and Salvation unto Us Has Come.
LSB 555: Salvation unto Us Has Come
1. Salvation unto us has come
By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.
How much teaching just happened in that one stanza? The doctrine
of Justification? The Gospel? It’s all there, and we rejoice over the
truth that it proclaims.
Let’s look at another one:
LSB 450: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
4. My Shepherd now receive me;
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My Guardian, own me Thine.
Great blessings Thou didst give me,
O Source of gifts divine.
Thy lips have often fed me
With words of truth and love;
Thy Spirit oft hath led me
To heav’nly joys above.
Think of how this stanza can teach us in prayer:
Lord please now receive us and keep our hearts and minds guarded
in the one true faith;
You have given us your means, O Lord, through water, word, body
and blood;
Allow the Holy Spirit to keep us in these truths unto life
everlasting. Amen.
LSB 450: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
7. Be Thou my consolation,
My shield, when I must die;
Remind me of Thy passion
When my last hour draws nigh.
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee,
Upon Thy cross shall dwell,
My heart by faith enfold Thee,
Who dieth thus dies well.
These words give us comfort and hope in our most desperate hour.
Teaching these words to your children will help them commit to
memory the truths of Scripture. Below you will find some helpful
tips on how to begin teaching the words of our hymnody to your
children.
•Pick a hymn of the week for your devotional time. 
•Sing the same hymn every day at home for an entire week. This
daily repetition will help your kids begin to internalize the words.
•YouTube, YouTube, YouTube 
•Unless you are a talented pianist (or guitar player), it will be
challenging to accompany your family as they sing. Use YouTube
as your friend! Type the name of your hymn and see if there is
some accompaniment available. You can also check out CPH
Music for a new LSB hymn every week!
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•Use the footnotes in your hymnal. 
•If you look at the bottom of each hymn in Lutheran Service Book,
you will notice Scripture references. You can use these passages
during the week to tie into the hymn text you are learning.
I hope you will consider adding hymns to your family’s devotional
life. God’s blessings as you teach the faith once for all, delivered
to the saints. (Jude 1:3 ESV)
Text: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded © 1941 Concordia
Publishing House. Used by Permission.

USHERS FOR JUNE
Dennis Hegdahl, Keven Kirk, Charlie Swanson,

Kyle Kirk, Randy Frohwein, Ben Barker

GREETERS
June 4 Brandon and Rheba Yost

11 Pat and Bonnie Lowry
18 Mike and Amy McKibben
25 Joe and Jana Robertson

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
June 4 Keven and Renee Kirk

11 Charles and Leone Reisetter
18 Charlie and Julee Swanson
25 David and Karen Cary

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
June 4 Keven Kirk

11 Steve Runge
18 Warren Nash
25 Mike Stubbs
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on May 2nd. Your
willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2017 we will cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, June 6th.     Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at 4:30
p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy DeKock,
753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the past
for cooking, serving and working at the House of Compassion.

WATCHING OVER CHILDREN
“The dear angels are not so proud as we human beings
are.  They walk in obedience to God, serve mankind, and
take care of little children.  How could they perform a
more insignificant work that taking care of children day
and night.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

ATTENDING ELDERS
June 4 Pat Lowry, Brian Mohr

11 Roger Mathews, Chuck Misek
14 Charlie Swanson
18 Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels
25 Steve Runge, Dennis Smith
28 Steve Runge
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Thank you for all the wonderful birthday
cards I received for my 94th birthday.  Also
thank you to Pastor Post for always stopping
by to visit me.  God bless each one of you.

— Lucy Hof

Thank you for all the nice birthday cards I
received for my 98th birthday.  I appreciate all
the love and happiness each card brought to
me.   — Marg Wengert

I wish to thank Pastor and everyone who prayed for me and sent
me cards.  We know the power of prayer really and truly works. 
God’s blessings be with everyone. 

—  Debra Thompson

YOU HAD ONE JOB
GENERALLY SPEAKING KIDS WILL CARE AS MUCH

ABOUT THE GOSPEL AS THEIR PARENTS DO.
There are exceptions to this rule.  Sometimes the

children of pious Christians turn away from Christ, and
sometimes the children of faithless parents become faithful
believers.  But usually the average child will exhibit about the
same level of devotion as his parents.  

This is why Luther begins almost every part of his Small
Catechism with these words: “As the head of the family should
teach it in a simple way to his household.”  Despite his
ordination and academic degrees, Luther knew that pastors
and theology professors would never be able to instill piety and
faithfulness in the youth if those children didn’t first have
fathers who taught them the Word of God and showed them

6



why it was important.

Pastors are great.

In fact, they’re absolutely necessary.  Without the
pastoral office to give us the Word and Sacraments that give
us faith, there would be no Church.  But while pastors feed us
Christ’s salvation, it’s parents who show their children that
Christ’s mercy is something worth hungering for.  When
parents only show up to receive the Sunday morning salvation
a few times a year, their children learn that the bread of life is
like sauerkraut — something they eat now and then because
their German Lutheran ancestors did, but not something they
actually need for survival.  When parents show up every week,
however, and when they go home and talk with their children
about what they hear in the worship service, children learn that
Christ’s salvation still matters outside the confines of the
sanctuary.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he
is old he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6).

Sunday School teachers are great.

They faithfully serve God and their neighbor, opening
the minds and hearts of Christian youth to the wonders of
God’s Word.  But no matter how many Bible stories Mrs.
Baumgart may teach the youth of Grace Lutheran Church, she
can’t teach them that those stories are worth remembering. 
That responsibility falls to parents.  When children never see
their parents open a Bible at home, when they never hear their
father lead a family devotion, they will follow their parents’
example and conclude that the Word of God isn’t that
important, that it’s mostly for sweet little old ladies who, bless
their hearts, don’t have much else going on in their lives.  But
when children see that their parents care more than anyone
else that they know the story of Christ’s salvation, they will
usually develop a lifelong desire to remain students of the
Word.
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“And these words that I command you today shall be on
your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise” (Deut. 6:6-7).

Youth group directors are great.

They offer a beautiful service to God by developing a
Christian community for children and helping them cling to
Christ during difficult times of their lives.  But in the end, a
thousand youth pizza parties, lock-ins and mission trips aren’t
as beneficial to children as a handful of nights gathered in the
arms of their father who reads the Bible to them, sings hymns
with them, prays with them, and in all of this, covers them in
the armor of God.

“I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark
sayings from of old, things that we have heard and known, that
our fathers have told us.  We will not hide them from their
children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds
of the Lord, and His might, and the wonders that He has done”
(Ps. 78:2-4).

Children may listen respectfully when their pastors teach
them the catechism, but they listen intently when their fathers
do the same.  Kids may love hearing about Christ’s love
through the lips of their Sunday school teachers, but they’ll
understand how real that love is even more when they hear it
taught to them from the lips of Mom and Dad.  Teens may
enjoy their youth group activities, but they will eventually
outgrow them.  They will never, however, outgrow gathering
around the family table, enjoying their daily bread and then
feasting on the Word of salvation.  Do this with them today, and
they will do this for their children tomorrow. 

by Hans Fiene, The Lutheran Witness [family matters]
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BOARD OF ASSIMILATION

This past Sunday, May 21st, we planted flowers in Sunday
School/Bible Class to deliver to our nursing home residents and shut-
ins.  We would like to thank Mike and Amy McKibben for using
their $250 from Thrivent to provide the flowers and materials used
to do this project.  Thank you so much.  Thanks also to all who
helped deliver the flowers.

No events on the calendar
for June, but two things on the
agenda for July.  July 9th - our
progressive picnic.  Please see
me or one of my committee if
you are willing to host either the
appetizer stop, the main meal
stop (simple meal) or the dessert
stop.  A sign-up sheet will be put
on the bulletin board in early
June to get an idea of the number
attending.  Assimilation will pay for food.  This will not be a sit-
down formal dinner, but a casual and light lunch, with a whole lot of
socializing and laughter. Don’t hesitate to volunteer to have one of
the three parts of the event at your home-outside.  My committee will
help plan the details and assist you that day.

July 16th will be our quarterly brunch after church.
August will be a vacation month, but a full fall schedule of

events lies ahead!
Have a great SUMMER!!!
Sandy and the Assimilation Committee
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Help me make every day count.

The LWML will not have their regular
meetings in June, July and August; however
all Circles will keep up with their regular
duties.  The LWML will always be ready to
render service when requested.  Summertime
is also a good opportunity to visit our

Sunshine members.
Flowers will be planted in the two outside church planters. 

We appreciate the Flower Committee’s work on this project.  Extra
help is always appreciated to water the flowers throughout the
summer months.  Call Nancy DeKock (641-753-7878) if you can
help with this.

Cleaning of the kitchen has been scheduled for Tuesday, June
27th at 9:00 a.m.  Lots of helping hands makes this a fun time.

The LWML remembered our high school graduates, Natalie
Smith, Johnathon Remster, and Nyadoar Gatwech with a small gift
following our May 28th worship service.

Deloris Clayton will be attending the LWML Convention in
Albuquerque, New Mexico June 22-25th.  The gathering marks the
75th anniversary of the LWML.  The theme is: “Jesus Christ above
all.”  We pray for safe travel for Deloris and all LWML ladies and
Pastors traveling to the convention.

We ask Redeemer congregation for your help in contributing
items for kits for “Gifts from the Heart” to be taken to the
Convention by Deloris Clayton.  Please have your kits in the kitchen
or to her by June 18th.  (Items needed are listed on the following
page.)

September 21st will be our next Quarterly meeting at 9:30 a.m.
with the Altar Circle as hostesses.

We ask Redeemer congregation for your help in contributing
items for the kits for “Gifts from the Heart” to be taken to the
Convention by Deloris Clayton.  Please have your kits to her by June
18th.
Have a Blessed summer!
Delores Popp
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1.  Twin-sized Sheet Sets (new and in package)
2.  Quilts (60"x80" preferred, but all sizes welcome)
3.  New Baby Kit (or individual items from kit)
4.  School Kits (or individual items from kit)
5.  Health Kits
6.  Children’s Underwear (Items should be new and in sizes for pre-school to middle-
school aged kids.)
7.  Gift Cards ($10 or $25 amounts recommended to Walmart, K-Mart, Kohls, or JC
Penney)

New Baby Kit
(Packed in diaper bag)
1.  8-12 disposable diapers (newborn or
Size 1)
2.  Wet wipes
3.  2 sleepers (size 0-3 or 3-6 months)
4.  2 daytime outfits (size o-3 or 3-6
months)
5.  2-3 pair of socks
6.  1 fleece blanket
7.  Baby wash
8.  Baby lotion
9.  1 baby washcloth
10.  1 baby toy
11.  1 gift for mom (toiletry or personal)
12.  Christian books or tracts

School Kit
1.  Spiral notebook or lined paper
2.  6 pencils
3.  3 pens (blue or black)
4.  Ruler
5.  Blunt scissors
6.  Washable Markers or Crayons
7.  Glue sticks
8.  2 folders
9.  Eraser
10.  Children’s Bible

GIFTS FROM THE HEART - Albuquerque 2017
Recipients
Albuquerque Christian Children (Privately funded foster care that
emphasizes Christianity.)
Care Net (Works with unplanned pregnancies.  Pro-life!)
Lutheran World Relief (Focuses on international disaster relief and
recovery.)
Ysleta Lutheran Mission (Provides ministry and human care on
both sides of the US/Mexico border.)

Gifts from the Heart Items
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A special thank you to all the ladies who have faithfully been
quilting.  Redeemer LWML has donated 84 quilts, 93 used
clothing items, 6 baby quilts, 9 baby caps, 2 pillowcase dresses,
183 bars of soap and 20 tooth brushes to the Orphan Grain
Train.  They have also donated 28 baby quilts and 21 baby caps
to the Storks Nest.  Thank you, thank you, thank you for your
time and dedication to these agencies.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, May 18, 2017

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:02 PM. The Collect for the fifth Sunday of Easter was the
opening prayer.  Pastor Post led a Bible Study of John
16:16-33.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex Post;
Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson; Elders Director:
Steve Runge; Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Assimilation
Director: Sandy Rhodes; Social Ministry Director: Nancy
DeKock; Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church
Property Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.

Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Treasurer Sam Zoske; and Evangelism Director: Janelle
Shatava.
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

12



Nancy motioned to accept the agenda as presented, Rheba
seconded,.  Motion carried.  Rheba motioned to approved
the minutes of the previous month, and Brian seconded. 
Motion carried.  Brad motioned the minutes of the April 30,
2017 meeting be approved, and Rheba seconded.  Motion
carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 113; Wednesday evening: 25; Sunday
school 8 and Adult Bible class: 30.  Member totals from last
month were unchanged with 325 Baptized and 258
Communicant.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske was absent.  Charles Swanson
presented reports.  Rheba motioned to approve the financial
reports, and Brian seconded.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met May 11 with Pastor Post and 5 elders in attendance.
1. Devotions continued with Luther's Large Catechism.

2. Minutes of the previous Elder's meeting were approved.

3. Communion assistants for next month were scheduled.

4. Pastor Post made 12 pastoral care home and shut in
visits visits to 22 individuals last month. Pastor noted
numbers were down due to additional Lent and Holy
Week services.

5. Utility assistance for a member family was discussed.

6. Establishing an Emergency Fund for persons with need
was discussed.

7. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, June 8, 2017
at 7:00 PM.
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Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported 
1. Letters were sent to family members of Helen Bryant and
Gladys Zink regarding designating undesignated memorial
funds.

2. Sharon Gummert designated Leonard Gummert memorial
funds to the organ repair fund.

3. The member list is being reviewed for all members to
have assigned contribution numbers.

4. Old stored records will be reviewed by September 1 to
identify needs for retention.

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported
1.  Flowers will be planted during Sunday school on May 21
then distributed to shut-ins.
2.  Graduates will be recognized Sunday, May 28. Cake will
be served following the service.
3.  A Progressive Picnic is planned for Sunday, July 9.
4.  A breakfast brunch will follow the worship service on
Sunday, July 16.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported  
1. Redeemer members who served 36 persons an evening
meal Tuesday, May 2, were greatly appreciated.  The House
of Compassion now allows showers on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
2. Tuesday, June 6, is the next date Redeemer members will
serve, and volunteers will again be appreciated.
3. In June Redeemer collects donations for the House of
Compassion Supply Closet.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Vacation Bible
School will be June 19 & 20, from 6 to 8:00 PM.  All are
welcomed to help and/or participate.  During the
Wednesday, June 21, worship service, it is hoped the Bible
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School participants will sing.  The Women's Bible Study,
Men's Bible Study and Sunday school will each have a
temporary summer hiatus.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava, in her
absence, submitted a list of visitor names to whom welcome
information has been mailed.  New member packets along
with photo directories will be distributed to new members
when completed.  Pamphlets for new area residents will
made ready and sent as well.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost stated she
and Pastor Post are planning VBS.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported 
1. The recent fire inspection had no deficiencies.  
2. Doors leading to electrical breaker boxes will be labeled.
3. LED light kits have been replaced to each of the sanctuary
fixtures.  
4. The light fixture which had been loose was removed from
the corner of the building.  
5. Ballasts of some lights were bypassed.
6. LED bulbs were replaced by the East door and office
door.  
7. A photo cell was replaced so lights may again go on and
off automatically.  
8. A flood lamp which was out was replaced with LED flood
lamps.  LED lights will replace other lights as replacements
are needed.
9. Bids for parking lot work are being received.
10. Estimates for cleaning carpet will be obtained.
11. Alliant rebates for LED lights will be requested and cover
about half the cost.
12. Need of surge protectors was discussed.
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President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $103 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars within the last month, for a total of
$505 received in 2017.
Old Business:
1. Rheba reported photos of new members have been
completed for the photo directory and addresses have been
updated.  Printing quotes will be sought.
2. Brad will get an Automatic Blood Pressure Cuff.
3. Building Use Policy: Keith spoke with the business
manager of the Iowa District East office and a local
insurance agent. The commercial language requiring a
certificate showing proof of liability insurance may be
amended to exempt wedding and baby showers along with
birthday and anniversary celebrations given by or for one or
more members of Redeemer. Additional review will continue.
4. Stair lift for East door area: Sandy will make further
contacts to learn prices to aid in possible planning and budgeting.
 
No New Business:

This Church Council will next meet on Thursday, June 15,
2017, at 7:00 pm. Steve motioned and Rheba seconded to
adjourn the meeting at 8:54 pm.  Motion carried.  Pastor lead
the Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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Our graduates being recognized today are:
Nyadoar Gatwech

Johnathon Remster
Natalie Smith

Happy Father’s Day!
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESENTS

2017 VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL:
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