
Parents makes choices all
the time for their families. As
they decide on what takes
priority in family, every
choice is carefully observed
and taken into the heart
of their children. Yes, they
are watching you, and they
are learning from you.
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How Skipping Church Affects Our Children

In a Q&A, Carl Trueman was asked about why churches today are losing
their young people. Typical answers to this question range from things like
the temptations of this world or the irrelevance of the church–your typical
answers. But Trueman makes a keen
and convicting connection between
our parenting and apostasy.
“The church is losing its young people
because the parents never taught their
children that it was important. I think
that applies across the board. It
applies to family worship, and it also
applies to whether you are in church
every Sunday and what priority you
demonstrate to your children church
has on a Sunday. If the sun shines out
and their friends are going to the
beach, do you decide to skip church and go to the beach? In which case, you
send signals to your children that it is not important.”  (Carl Trueman)
Now we know that artificially taking your kids to church neither bestows
salvation nor guarantees it. God is obviously not honored by external
religious acts without heart worship. This type of legalism is not the subject
of this discussion. This is about parenting and the weight of the responsibility
behind how they prioritize their time and lifestyle choices for their families.
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Beware, maybe we don’t see
this because Christ isn’t a
priority in our lives. And if He
isn’t a priority in our lives, then
our children will know and
follow suit.

Parents makes choices all the time for their families. As they decide on what
takes priority in family, every choice is carefully observed and taken into the
heart of their children. Yes, they are watching you, and they are learning from
you.
Maybe the reason why our children have no love for Christ is due to the fact
that we as parents do not show any love or passion for Christ, evidenced by
how we prioritize our time both on Sundays and during the week. When
television, sports, school, hobbies, and even family itself are elevated to a
place of idolatry and replace the
vital Christian responsibilities, then
we tell our children that Christ is
secondary to all these things. We
tell our children that it is not
necessary to take up your cross and
die to yourself daily in order to follow
Christ. We tell them that you only
have to live for Christ when it’s
convenient for you. We tell them it is
okay to sacrifice time with the all-satisfying Savior if something “more fun” or
“more important” comes along (sarcasm indicated by quotation marks if you
didn’t catch that). And this sounds like a clear path to apostasy if you ask me.
Let’s evaluate where our hearts are by observing our choices. Do you
prioritize the local church? Do you prioritize the worship of Christ in your
home and on Sundays? Do you prioritize serving Him and worshiping Him
in the contexts of school and work? This doesn’t mean that you can’t ever
miss a Sunday or that you can’t have any extracurricular activities. Instead, it
is a sobering reminder that we shouldn’t put the things of God at the bottom
of the priority list, because it tells our children that Christ is at the bottom of
our priority list. And the God of this universe does not belong there.
My prayer is that we all would improve in this area. But beware, maybe we
don’t see this because Christ isn’t a priority in our lives. And if He isn’t a
priority in our lives, then our children will know and follow suit.

Manglo / July 4, 2016 
https://speakingtruthwithlove.wordpress.com/2016/07/04/how-skipping-
church-affects-our-children/ 
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USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER
Roger Mathews Grant Runge
Brian Mohr Steve Runge
Jason August Charles Misek

GREETERS
September 4 Dennis and Melanie Sickels

11 Dennis and Kelly Smith
18 Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson
25 Sam and Samantha Zoske

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
September 4 David and Karen Cary

11 Charles and Kiley Misek
18 Lou and Jan Riese
25 Randy and Karen Frohwein

ATTENDING ELDERS
September 4 Chad Callaway, Pat Lowry

14 Keith Egger
18 Brad Sickels, Dennis Smith
25 Charlie Swanson, Sam Zoske
28 Steve Runge

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
September 4 Mike Stubbs

11 Pat Lowry
18 Charlie Swanson
25 Keven Kirk                
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GIVING GENEROUSLY

“God divided the hand into fingers so that
money would slip through.”

__________

“Give, and it will be given to you...For whatever measure you
deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in return.”  (Luke
6:38)

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on August 2nd.   Your
willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we will be  cooking
and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, September 6th.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878.
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Dear Iowa District East Pastors and congregations,

I have three things to pass along to you:

1. Many of your college students are heading back to school
these next few weeks.  Please help them find a church to
attend.
2. If you know of any students looking for a place to rent in
Cedar Falls, Our Redeemer Lutheran has a place available.
Contact me if interested.
3. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rueger's recently published book,
"Sexual Morality in a Christless World," is a must read for our
students. I hope you will consider purchasing copies for your
college students. 

In Christ,
Rev. John Wegener
Pastor
College Hill Lutheran Church
Cedar Falls
319-427-3098
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Member Sam Zoske recently won the Times-Republican City
Golf Tournament held on August 5th and 7th.  Sam was able to
shoot a 65 at the Legion golf course on Saturday.  Sunday’s
round at Elmwood Country Club was a 4 - under round of 66
for a 131 total.  This tied the tournament score record of 9
under par set by Elmwood Country Club pro and friend of
Sam’s, Jay Giannetto.   Sam has previously won the T-R City
Tournament in 2009, 2011 and 2014.  Congratulations Sam!!!
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ASSIMILATION UPDATE

September 11th — Rally Day Picnic at the Blake Rhodes farm — 1:00
PM start time.  See the details in the bulletin inserts.  Please sign up
on the sheet on the bulletin board in the parish hall by Sept. 4th.  

October 16th — Travel to Amana to see the Old Creamery Theater
production comedy of Nana’s Naughty Knickers.  Car pool from the
church parking lot at 12:30 p.m. for the 2:00 p.m. performance. 
Dinner at the Ox Yoke Inn will follow.  Watch for a sign-up sheet in
mid September to be posted.  30 tickets ($26 each) have been
reserved, so come join us for a fun day.

November 19th — Trip to the Minneapolis Institute of Art to see a
once-in-a-lifetime exhibit of “Martin Luther: Art and Reformation.” 
2017 will be the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, so this very
special exhibition that has never been out of Germany, will showcase
Luther’s life through his personal possessions, plus recent
archaeological finds from his childhood and adult homes.  If you are
interested in this trip, please see more information on the bulleting
board sign-up sheet.  19 people from Redeemer have signed up and
we hope more of you will consider it.  We have reached out to some
other LCMS area churches as well.  We need everyone who wants to
go on this trip to sign up by SEPTEMBER 11TH.  Definite details on
cost, times, etc. will be announced as soon as we know what size
group we have going.  It will be a one-day trip.  Thickets to the
exhibit are $20 each, and a chartered bus will be anywhere from $36
to $50 each, depending on how large a group we have.  We are also
checking into vans as a possible transportation.  Food would be your
only other expense.  We will do our best to keep the cost as low as
possible, but we don’t think you will be disappointed in this trip if
you can possibly go.

         Sandy Rhodes
Director, Board of Assimilation
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Remind me Lord, that real hope is when I
can't see the end of the road, but still trust
You to lead me there.

The following is from an article in the
LWML IED's publication, Alive, written
by President, Joan Berquist:

What do you see out of your kitchen window?  What is your
"window" view of the LWML?
 

“My ‘window’ view of the LWML has changed over the
years.  At first I thought it might be a selective group of church ladies
and I was sure I would not fit in.  That changed when a friend invited
me to a society meeting.  As my faith grew, so did my knowledge of
the LWML as I learned about the missions they support.  Over the
years, different opportunities to serve have been offered to me, and
I have been able to change the way I look at LWML.  If I had kept
my original view of what I thought the LWML was about, I would
have missed many opportunities for witnessing, for lasting
friendships and for opportunities to serve in the mission of spreading
the gospel to the nations.

Is your view of the LWML giving mites, or attending a
society meeting, or a zone rally, or a district convention?  Or is it an
opportunity to serve as an officer, or remembering in prayer those
who generously give a gift of their time and talents to Serve the Lord
with Gladness?  These are beautiful views of the LWML. I encourage
you to peek around the corner and see what wonderful opportunities
the Lord has in store for you and get to know another view of the
LWML.”

Join us on Sept. 15th, 9:30 AM for our Fall Quarterly.  All ladies of
Redeemer are welcome.  Hostesses will be the Social Circle.

Delores Popp
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Dear friends and supporters of the House,

After a one year hiatus, The Run for the House is back in 2016! We
would like you to be a part of this10K/5K run that symbolizes and
supports the work of the House of Compassion.

So far in 2016, over 1000 families have received assistance at the
House through our household supply closet, our evening soup kitchen
meals, our overnight emergency shelter, and our client assistance
program.  While they may not all “run” for the House, they come
knowing that their needs matter to us and will be met if at all
possible.  As a helping agency not funded by state, federal, or local
tax dollars, we depend on community donations of time, treasures,
and talents to assist our neighbors with basic, daily needs. 

On September 17, 2016, we will be hosting our third “Run for the
House” and expect hundreds of runners of all ages to line up and
finish their race right at our front door, the same place people come
for help.  We hope you will consider being a part of this event.

Of special note are our 2 special events this year:

1.   Kid’s Run – free for kids 8 and under.  The Kid’s Run will start
at 7:45 in front of the HOC.  Runners will complete a 4 block course. 
Each child will receive a participant ribbon and a treat bag after the
race.

2.   Faster Pastor Race.  Even though our race is not timed, the first
clergy member who crosses the 5K finish line will be awarded the
“Faster Pastor” traveling trophy to display until our next race.  Is
your pastor faster than your friend’s pastor?  Let’s see who wins our
first Faster Pastor race!!

Do you have the fastest Pastor?  Have him enter this year's Run for
the House! 

 Karen Frohwein
House of Compassion
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Women’s Health: emotional and physical — This will be the
topic presented by Jenifer Bowen, CEO of Iowa Right to Life. 
Abortion does damage women and Jenifer will address these
issues as well as healing services that are available.  The
location is the Marshalltown Public Library on September 1st

from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

THANK YOU!!!

This year was again successful, thanks to many, like yourself, who
helped volunteer.  Our school children are enriched and can hold their
heads high as they begin the new school year with new supplies.

This project would not be possible without people like you--You DO
make a difference in many children's lives.  I am forever amazed that
when our needs are expressed,  people like you step up to fill that
need.  With your help, we were able to fill the backpacks with grade
appropriate supplies.  What big hearts you must all have!  This year
we distributed  674 backpacks filled with supplies at the St. Paul's
Church and  expect to give away another 150-200 ziploc bags of
supplies at HOC before school starts.  

    
Thank you so very much for your dedication to this project!  This
project really never ends, because as soon as we distribute the
backpacks with supplies, we start looking to buy  backpacks that are
on sale for the next year.  You have helped make it all possible. 

Sincerely,
House of Compassion
Supply Closet Team
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, August 18, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:02PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity was read as an opening prayer. 
John 14:1 – 9 served as a Bible study.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Pastor Alex Post; Social
Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock; Stewardship Director:
Brian Mohr; Assimilation Director: Sandy Rhodes;
Evangelism Director: Janelle Shatava; Church Property
Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.

Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Treasurer Sam Zoske; Elders Director: Steve Runge and
Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost. 
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Added to the agenda was neighborhood children in the
church yard.  Nancy motioned to accept the agenda as
amended.  Sandy seconded.  Motion carried.  Brian
motioned to approve the minutes of the previous month.
Sandy seconded.  Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 102; Wednesday evening: 16 and Adult
Bible class: 28.  Member totals from last month were 325
Baptized and 261Communicant.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske was absent. Charles Swanson
presented financial reports which were reviewed.  Brad
motioned and Brian seconded to approve the financial
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reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge submitted a written
report in his absence that the Elders met August 14 after
church to schedule September communion assistants.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr had nothing new
to report this month.

Board of Assimilation: Director Sandy Rhodes gave updates
of upcoming activities.
1. A sign-up sheet is posted for the September 11 Rally Day
picnic at the Blake Rhodes farm near St. Anthony will start
around 1:00 pm. 
2.  On October 16 we will travel to see The Old Creamery
Theatre production of Nana’s Naughty Knickers.  Thirty (30)
tickets have been reserved at $26 each   A car pool will
leave the church at 12:30 pm for the 2:00 pm show, then
dinner following the performance at the Ox Yoke Inn.  A
sign-up sheet is posted in the parish hall. 
3. Saturday, November 19, will be a trip to the Minneapolis
Art Institute to see the Martin Luther and Reformation
exhibit.  Discount tickets and sharing of transportation with
other area LCMS congregations is being considered.  Since
setting a date, a new sign-up sheet will be in the Parish Hall. 
Additional details will follow.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported
the meal was served at the House of Compassion on
Tuesday, August 2, with thanks to everyone who helped.
Ben, Kirstin, Marcus & Lincoln Barker and Pastor Post
helped to serve.  Pat and Bonnie Lowry grilled burgers and
chicken nuggets were also served.  Paper plates were used
because the dishwasher wasn't working.  Cooking and
serving help will be needed on Tuesday, September 6, for
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Redeemer's next serving date at the House of Compassion.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Sunday school
will begin, Sunday, September 11. Wednesday, September
7 Catechesis will begin.  Men's Bible Breakfast and Women's
Bible Study will begin in September.  Another adult
instruction class will be scheduled.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava shared
updated draft handbook pages to integrate current, new and
potential new members with all aspects of Redeemer.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost was absent. 
Pastor Post stated a youth confirmation retreat at Camp Io-
Dis-E-Ca for youth not yet confirmed is scheduled.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported
1. For future budgeting, two roofing contractors have been
contacted in an attempt to learn cost of adding insulation and
roof covering for the church.
2. Building plans were located and copies will be provided to
aid in the quote process.
3. Contractors requested direction regarding the stained
glass windows between the roof lines over the nave of the
church and noted the roof area over the office and choir loft
also show signs of age and many need repair or
replacement since snow and ice from the main roof slides
onto them.
4. Central Asphalt of Des Moines will provide a quote for
future parking lot resurfacing or repair and sealing cracks. 
Cracks must be filled to prolong the lots' current condition.
5. Randy Frohwein sprayed the church for pest control.
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6. The parsonage sinks and garbage disposal leaks have
been repaired.  
7. Alliant Energy will be scheduled to perform an energy
audit at the church.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $683
Thrivent Choice Dollars this month, for a total of $3,008
received in 2016 into the building repair fund. 

Old Business:
1. All planned parsonage repairs and improvements have
been completed.
4. No photo directory update was available. 

New Business:
1.  Pastor Post has been asked by the organ repair company
of the status of Redeemer making repairs and upgrades to
our organ.  
Balances of savings, memorial funds, along with itemized
costs will be prepared to present during the annual meeting
for discussion of the organ and other future projects. 
2. Several neighborhood children have been noticed on the
church property.  Trash, water balloon remnants and a water
sprayer nozzle removed from the garden hose have been
noticed.  With school resuming and a conversation with the
children, it is believed that no additional action is necessary
at this time.  The situation will continue to  be monitored in
the future.

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday,
September 15, 2016, at 7:00 pm. Brad motioned and Brian
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 pm.  Motion
carried. Pastor Post led Luther's Evening Prayer to close the
meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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