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Framing the Day: Home Catechesis Made Simple
by Tim Pauls

Open up the Small Catechism, and each section begins with the
words, “As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way
to his household.” Though we use it at church a lot, it’s foremost a
book for home instruction. The reason for teaching the Word of God
at home is simple:

If you think that an hour of church and an hour of Sunday school is
enough exposure to Jesus for your kids, you’re kidding yourself. The
devil, world and their own sinful flesh are at work all 168 hours of
the week.

When it comes to home catechesis, I think that there are two great
obstacles. One is simply a matter of priorities: it’s easy to let
catechesis slip, but it’s not just a matter of “busy.” Your old Adam
wants you to skip catechizing your kids for anything else. It’s why,
on my grouchy days, I start to grumble about charging $20 for
confirmation class: monetary value increases commitment, as I
grudgingly note that the piano teacher down the street has nearly
perfect attendance. (Single parents, this temptation is likely doubled
for you, since you have twice the responsibilities and the devil
doesn’t play fair. Please know that, while I write this as if to two-
parent families, you are in my prayers and this is for you too.)
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Where prioritizing the culprit, I can only urge you to repent. God
gives you the honor of feeding the souls of your children every day.
Where catechesis doesn’t happen, souls go hungry and slowly starve.
Empty pews testify to the outcome.

The other obstacle is straightforward too: the idea is simply
intimidating. I think many parents face catechesis the way I face the
prospect of training our dogs: the task is so great that I have no idea
where to start. If that’s the case, let’s simplify.

Luther helps us out with his daily prayers in the Small Catechism.
The masterful content aside, the prayers frame the day: when you
pray with your children in the morning, evening and at meals, you’re
also teaching them about God’s loving-kindness five times daily.

Along with prayer, bless your children. Our liturgies are full of great
blessings to use at home. Before they leave for school, draw a cross
on their forehead and say, “The Lord order your days and your deeds
in His peace.” When they go to bed, draw a cross and say the Aaronic
(Num. 6:24-26) or apostolic benediction (2 Cor. 13:14), or maybe
“The Lord grant you a quiet night, and peace at the last.”

(Bonus points for moms who replace “you/your” with “us/our” while
blessing kids. It’s a subtle way to teach Ephesians 5:22-33, that
husbands and wives are to exemplify Christ and the Church,
respectively. Dads say, “The Lord bless you” because Jesus blesses
His people. When moms say, “The Lord bless us,” they’re teaching
how the Church acts toward Jesus, receiving His blessings.)

Note: between prayers and blessing, you’ve now framed the day with
God’s grace seven times.

Do you have story time? The developmental benefits alone are
priceless. As long as you’re reading stories, read Bible stories. Don’t
even worry about explaining the meaning, if you’re not sure: just tell
the story.
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One more: I dream of the day when students arrive for their first
confirmation with the Small Catechism already memorized. (Luther
did say, ahem, “As the head of the family” – not the pastor – “should
teach.”) The best time to do this is when children are small with
memories like sponges. Keep a Small Catechism by the dinner table,
and learn three new words a night around the table: that way, you can
keep up with your kids! (CPH also offers the entire Small Catechism
set to music, so you can play it in the car. The music that occupied
my children on long trips is still ingrained in my memory, and I wish
it were the catechism.)

Between prayers, blessings, story time and memorizing three words,
you’ve now framed the day nine times with God’s Word and grace.
And which is more effective: nine times a day, or once a week?

The Lord’s command in Deuteronomy 6:6-7 is huge in importance:
“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Hugely important, but simple.

You’ve got what you need. Frame the day with Jesus.

The Rev. Tim Pauls is pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Boise, Idaho.

USHERS FOR OCTOBER
Brad Pennington Pat Lowry
Lou Riese Chad Callaway
Byron Rhodes
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A POSITION OF HONOR

“No power on earth is so noble and so
great as that of parents.”

____________________

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

GREETERS
October 2 Mike and Eileen Stanley

9 Roger Mathews, Brian Mohr
16 Charlie and Julee Swanson
23 Ethel Tietje, Mary Lu Wignall
30 Roger and Betty Westling

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
October 2 Evelyn Gummert, Anna Jass

9 Millie Kosar, Deloris Clayton
16 Brunch
23 Kirk and Lisa Niehouse
30 Byron and Sandy Rhodes

ATTENDING ELDERS
October 2 Roger Mathews, Brian Mohr

12 Keith Egger
16 Charlie Swanson, Dennis Smith
23 Brad Sickels, Dennis Sickels
26 Steve Runge

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
October 2 Steve Runge

9 Warren Nash
16 Mike Stubbs
23 Pat Lowry
30 Charlie Swanson
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Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Would you help me to visit, pray for, and send a card to our shut-in
members?  I know they’d appreciate hearing from you and receiving
your encouraging words! – Pastor 

At Home
Sue Lied 
Helen Bryant
Dale Anselme 
Lillian Taylor 
Duane Fuller
Caroline Nuese
Lucy Hof 
Marlys Garbe
Barry & Jaci Huff 
Anna Jass
Linda Thompson  
Chuck Stanfield 

Nursing Home
John & Gloria Bennett – Grandview room 608
Reca Harnish – Grandview room 411
Shirley Ziemke – Bickford 
Denis Trehey – Diamond Life Healthcare in Montezuma 

Veterans Home
Sharon Rose Trent – Heinz Hall
Lola Baugmann 
James Frahm – Heinz Hall 
Richard Kohl – Heinz Hall 
Tom Armbrecht 
Jim Smith – Heinz Hall 
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Jean Garton — “Where There Is Life, There Is Hope”
by Dave Andrusko

Pro-life heroine Jean Garton, author of the pro-life classic
“Who Broke the Baby” reminded 2016 NRLC Prayer Breakfast
attendees, “The greatest friend of truth is time” and congratulated
pro-lifers for an unflagging devotion to the cause of life.

Garton spoke of historical examples where products were
advertised as uniquely beneficial only to be shown to be uniquely
detrimental to people’s health over time.  So, too, with abortion, sold
as a “solution” to crisis pregnancy.

Mrs. Garton delighted the audience with anecdotes from her
own family, demonstrating that while adults can pretend not to know
the unborn is one of us, children know different.  Indeed, the origin
of the title of Garton’s memorable book goes back to when her then-
three-year-old son walked into a room where Jean was reviewing
slides of aborted babies.  He asked, “Mommy, who broke the baby?”

She talked of the famous National Prayer Breakfast when
Mother Teresa spoke truth to power—to an audience that included
members of the pro-abortion Clinton administration.  The tiny nun
said, “We are carved in the palm of His Hand, and the unborn child
has been carved in the Hand of God from conception.”

Garton said, “We, too, have the opportunity to display that
same moral courage Mother Teresa did when we vote this
November.”  The election “provides an opportunity to determine who
will appoint the next Supreme Court Justices.”

She reminded us, “If unborn children are to be protected from
death by abortion; if newborn handicapped children are to be
protected from death by infanticide; if the elderly, the ‘non-
productive,’ the dependent are to be protected from death by
euthanasia; and if the sanctity of life is to be affirmed and protected,
then our voice is essential.”

Garton concluded with a story of a man who asked her why
she did what she did.  She responded with answers we all might offer
up: she’s pro-life, abortion corrupts the whole culture even as it
injures and maims women and men, and so forth.

Then when he repeated the question, Jean understood what he
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Volunteers Needed:  The House of Compassion needs volunteers to staff
their Supply Closet. (Over 500 eligible clients choose 3 personal
household items each month.)  The requirements for this job include a
welcoming smile and willingness to visit with the clients, knowing your
ABC’s for general filing, being able to lift 1-2# jugs of laundry soap, etc.
to give to clients, and occasionally stocking shelves. We want to have 2
people for each shift. 1 more worker is needed at each of the following
times: Mondays 9:50-12:00; Wednesdays 12:50-4:30; Thursdays
12:50-4:40; and the 1st Tuesday of each month 9:50-12:00.  If you are
available or have questions call Karen at 752-5999.  Please remember to
pray for Karen and the HOC clients.   I have found that giving my time
to HOC often brings blessings in return.  

Margaret Good and the Supply Closet Team
 
Karen Frohwein
House of Compassion
211 W Church Street
Marshalltown, IA  50158
641-752-5999
www.houseofcompassion.net

was really asking: why was she personally traveling when she is
nearly 88 to give speeches hundreds and thousands of miles from
home and after devoting 47 years of her life to our movement.

“I am always fishing for brothers and sisters in the faith that
we might strengthen one another and share our joy in the Lord,” she
explained.  And because “In the pro-life movement, I have the
opportunity to meet the finest people throughout the world.”  And
finally, Jean said, “I do what I do because I cannot not do it.”  We
have been called to be salt and light by Jesus Himself, she reminded
us, and “I’ve learned from Jesus that Christianity is not a spectator
sport.”

Dr. Jean Garton was the first president of LFL and is a keynote speaker at the 2016 LFL National
Conference.  The article is from National Right to Life News Today, 7-8-16.  Used by permission.
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Pray always - anywhere - anytime -
anyplace!

At our Oct. 9th worship service we will
focus on the work of the LWML.  The
Lutheran Women's Missionary League
promotes mission, education and service. 
Money for Mission Projects are raised
through our donations in our Mite Boxes.  A

large Mite Box for donations is always located on a table by our
greeting cards in the parish hall.  Small Mite Boxes will also be
available for all who want them.  There's no better way to promote
missions than dropping coins into your Mite Box. 75% of donations
stay in Iowa East for their mission projects with the remaining 25%
going to National.  Information on these various grants will be
displayed on a table in the parish hall on LWML Sunday.

A special offering will also be taken on LWML Sunday to help with
our Christmas remembrances since there will be no bazaar or
fundraisers this year for that purpose. Your donations will be
appreciated.

Thanks to all who helped provide food and/or served at Grace
Hopkins' funeral.  Grace was our oldest member and had helped in
our kitchen on many occasions.

Marshalltown LWML Zone Rally will be at Melcher from 9:30 AM
to 3:00 PM, Saturday, Oct. 22. Ladies will car pool from the church
parking lot.  Call Deloris Clayton if you are planning to go.
(752-9527)

The LWML is planning a Soup & Game night on Sunday, Nov. 6th. 
Watch future bulletins for more information on this.

On Tuesday, Oct. 11th, at the Orphan Grain Train HQ in Clemons,
boxes of donated items will be placed on a truck to be shipped to
Moldova, a small area near Russia. Help will be appreciated -
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breakfast will be served at 7 AM with loading starting about 8:30
AM.  Call John Maddick 1-641-477-8508 for more details.

Next meeting; Thursday, Oct. 20 at 9:30 AM.  Topic from Fall
Quarterly, page 18, "Living Joy."  All ladies of Redeemer are always
welcome to attend.

Delores Popp
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Assimilation Update

Sunday, October 16 - Travel to Amana to see the Old Creamery
Theatre production of Nana's Naughty Knickers. Car pool from the
church parking lot at 12:30 for the 2:00 performance. Many of you
have already paid me, but the $26 ticket fee per person is due this
Sunday, October 2nd. We currently have 23 signed up with 30 tickets
reserved. So come join us for a laughing good time, with dinner at the
Ox Yoke Inn to follow at an approximate cost of $24 each paid
individually at the restaurant.

Saturday, November 19 - Travel to the Minneapolis Institute of Art 
to see the once-in-a-lifetime exhibit of "Martin Luther: Art and the
Reformation, first time to be out of Germany.  It will showcase
Martin Luther's life through his personal possessions, plus recent
finds from his childhood and adult homes.  We have purchased 31
tickets at a greatly reduced rate of $10 each.  We are traveling in
rented vans at a cost of approximately $22 person.  We still have
room for 3 more people in the vans, so let Sandy know as soon as
possible if you are interested in this trip and did not sign up earlier.
We will meet at the church parking lot at 7:30 A.M.  to get organized
to head north.  We will make a coffee/restroom stop along the way
and be ready to enter the exhibit at 11:00 in Minneapolis.  There are
snacks available at the Museum, and we will eat before leaving the
city at one of the many restaurants in the area.  After October 16th  I
will be collecting the $32 per person for this trip. (Seems I am always
asking you for money lately!)  This should be a really informative
and interesting trip.  We will need 3 drivers for the vans, so if you are
willing and able to drive, please let me or Pastor know.  Finally, there
are wheelchairs available if anyone needs one at the Museum.

Looking ahead, the next month on the calendar is DECEMBER - can
you believe it?  Church decorating will be on Saturday, December
3rd.

Thanks to all who attended the picnic at the farm in September. 
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Byron and I enjoyed having you and hope you all had a good time. 
Thanks to my committee for helping out with food, as well as all of
you who brought such great side dishes.  Special thanks to Julie and
Charlie for providing the pumpkins and gifting them to the children.
God blessed us again with a near perfect day.

God's continued blessings to you all,
Sandy Rhodes, Assimilation Director

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, September 15, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:01 PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity was read as an opening
prayer.  John 14:8 - 14 served as a Bible study.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Pastor Alex Post; Elders
Director: Steve Runge;  Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr;
Assimilation Director: Sandy Rhodes; Social Ministry
Director: Nancy DeKock; Evangelism Director: Janelle
Shatava; Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church
Property Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.

Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson
and Treasurer Sam Zoske. 
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Brian motioned to accept the agenda as presented.  Steve
seconded.  Motion carried.  Sandy motioned to approve the
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minutes of the previous month. Nancy seconded.  Motion
carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 100; Wednesday evening: 14 and Adult
Bible class: 35.  Member totals from last month were 330
Baptized and 263 Communicant.  Changes in membership
were due to the addition of Benjamin, Kirsten, Marcus and
Lincoln Barker; and Reese Otto through profession of faith;
Jacob Darrow through confirmation; and the death of Grace
Hopkins.  

Financial Report: Sam Zoske was absent. Charles Swanson
presented financial reports which were reviewed.  Brian
motioned and Rheba seconded to approve the financial
reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported that the
Elders met September 8 with 5 elders in attendance.
1. Devotions continued with the second commandment

of Luther's Large Catechism.
2. Communion assistants for next month were

designated.
3. The new catechism year was discussed.  There are

currently four school age students and several adults
either taking or interested in adult instruction.

4. Pastor updated Elders on several incoming transfers
being processed.

5. Pastor Post made 43 pastoral care visits last month.
The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, October 13, at
7:00 PM.

Board of Stewardship:  Brian Mohr asked council input
regarding mailing the annual tax statements.  Nancy
motioned that statements be mailed for continuity and timely
distribution.  Rheba seconded.  Motion carried.
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Board of Assimilation: Director Sandy Rhodes gave updates
of upcoming activities.
1. The September 11 Rally Day picnic at the Blake

Rhodes farm had 65 in attendance. 
2.  On October 16 we will travel to see The Old

Creamery Theatre production of Nana’s Naughty
Knickers.  Thirty (30) tickets have been reserved at
$26 each.  Carpooling from the church will leave at
12:30 pm for the 2:00 pm show.  Dinner will follow the
performance at the Ox Yoke Inn.  A sign-up sheet is
posted in the parish hall. 

3. Saturday, November 19, will be a trip to the
Minneapolis Art Institute to see the Martin Luther and
Reformation exhibit.  Discount tickets and sharing of
transportation is being planned.  Two vans will leave
from the church at 7:30 am.  Tickets and van use
would be about $32 per person.  Wheelchairs will be
available at the museum.  Food will be available at the
museum as well as nearby eating establishments and
stops along the way while traveling.  

From the LWML meeting today, LWML discussed a chili or
spaghetti supper the first Sunday evening in November. 
LWML will also be asking for free will donations toward
missions the second Sunday of November.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported 
1. The meal was served for 51 persons at the House of

Compassion on Tuesday, September 6, thanks to
everyone who helped.  

2. Assistance with cooking and serving will be needed
on Tuesday, October 4, for Redeemers' next serving
date at the House of Compassion.  

3. The Portals of Prayer are available to be picked up.  
4. Jana Robertson continues to deliver donated food

items to the Emergency Food Box.
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Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Sunday school
teachers were installed and classes began Sunday,
September 11. Wednesday, September 7, both Catechesis
and the Men's Bible Breakfast began. The Women's Bible
Study began as well.  Another adult instruction class will be
scheduled.  Sunday School materials have arrived and
teachers are scheduled.  

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava and Pastor
Post have been working on a handbook for new and
potential new members.  Directors are asked to submit
board information to assist in inclusion for all aspects of
Redeemer.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost had nothing
new to report.  Pastor Post stated there will be a Friday,
October 7 youth retreat at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca for youth not
yet confirmed.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported
1. Central Asphalt of Des Moines provided an itemized

proposal for future parking lot resurfacing, repair and
sealing of cracks to allow for projects to be completed
in increments.  At a minimum, cracks must be filled to
prolong the lots' current condition.  

2. Estimates from two roofing companies were received. 
Material, including insulation and labor were in each
estimate although there were several other variances. 

3. An Alliant Energy audit is scheduled for next week to
better assess insulation, lighting, heating and cooling
needs; and available rebates.  

4. Ben Barker evaluated lighting to convert from
incandescent bulbs to LED lighting in the nave of the
church.  

14



5. The gate enclosing the garbage area was torn off its
hinges and Lou Riese repaired the gate and installed
more substantial hinges. 

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $136
Thrivent Choice Dollars this month, for a total of $3,144
received in 2016 into the building repair fund. 

Old Business:
Rheba and Brandon Yost are working on updates to
complete the photo directory. 

New Business:
2017 Board budgets will be reviewed in October.  Among
other projects will be the audio system update.  

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, October
20, 2016, at 7:00 pm. Brad motioned and Brian seconded to
adjourn the meeting at 8:23 pm.  Motion carried. Pastor Post
led Luther's Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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