
THE REDEEMER MESSENGER
1600 South Center Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Pastor Post Cell Phone: 641-758-1915
Pastor Post e-mail: alexpost1226@gmail.com

website: www.redeemerlcms50158.org

MAY 2017

Spring Cleaning

Dear brothers and sisters of Christ Jesus our Lord at Redeemer
Lutheran Church:

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

May your Easter joy abound this entire 50-day season as we give
thanks that Jesus died to take away our sins and rose again from
the dead on the third day to justify us before God. Remember what
Easter means for you, for me, and for everyone, every day, as St.
Paul wrote in the Epistle Reading for Easter Sunday:

“Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump,

as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover

lamb, has been sacrificed.” - 1 Corinthians 5:7

Please be sure to read the excellent articles in this month’s
newsletter on “Mundane Manna” and “What Will Happen to Me If
I Don’t Attend Church?”

And please come and bless us with your presence at our upcoming
events at Redeemer. Bring your whole family! Invite your friends! 

· Divine Service throughout Easter and all summer, every
Sunday at 9:00am

1

mailto:alexpost1226@gmail.com
http://www.redeemerlcms50158.org


· Midweek worship every Wednesday at 7:00pm

· The eve of the Ascension of our Lord Divine Service on
May 24th at 7:00pm

· Sunday School and Bible study for all ages every Sunday
at 10:15am

· Flower planting project for all ages to give to our shut-in
members Sunday, May 21st 

· Mark your calendar for Vacation Bible School, 6-8:00pm,
Monday & Tuesday June 19-20

· Get ready for our Progressive Dinner on July 9th 

· Clear your day on Saturday, October 14th for a special
Reformation 500th Anniversary event…details yet to
come! 

—Pastor Alex Post

USHERS FOR MAY
John Remster, Craig Flanagan, Kirk Niehouse,

Mike McKibben, Johnathan Remster, Stan Linsenmeyer

GREETERS
May 7 Sam and Samantha Zoske

14 David and Karen Cary
 21 Deloris Clayton, Dorothy Lueders

28 Ken and Shirley Breinig

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
May 7 Steve and Suellen Runge

14 Ben and Kirsten Barker
 21 Brad and Kathy Pennington

28 Patrick and Emily Ryherd
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on April 4th. Your
willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2017 we will cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, May 2nd..   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at 4:30
p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy DeKock,
753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the past
for cooking, serving and working at the House of Compassion.

THE LIVING WORD
“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs
after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
May 7 Warren Nash

14 Mike Stubbs
 21 Pat Lowry

28 Charlie Swanson
 

ATTENDING ELDERS
May 7 Steve Runge, Chuck Misek

10 Charlie Swanson
14 Pat Lowry, Bruce Johnson

 21 Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels
24 Steve Runge
28 Roger Mathews, Sam Zoske
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ASSIMILATION UPDATE

Spring greetings!

Our five Lenten soup suppers went very well again this year. We
averaged about 45 members per supper with your donations totaling
$380.  Of that amount the LWML will receive $152 for the two
suppers for which they were in charge. Thanks to all who brought
food, served, came to eat and socialize, and to those who helped
clean up so we could all get to church on time at 7:00.  You are all
appreciated so much.

Our next activity will be our 3rd annual "Planting for the Son" event
held during the Sunday School and Bible class hour on May 21st. 
We will again plant flowers, place a little note in them from
Redeemer and deliver them to shut-ins and nursing home residents. 
Come and help us with this special project that we and the recipients
enjoy so much.  Volunteers to deliver to various places will be
welcomed.

Due to most of my committee being out-of-town or otherwise busy
in June, we will not have a  scheduled activity, but in July we will
have two.  July 9th, we will have a progressive picnic. This will
involve three volunteers to open their homes(Hopefully, it will be a
nice day so we can be outside.) to either the appetizer part of the
meal, the main course(probably hot dogs and burgers) and the dessert
portion.  This will be a very simple meal, not elaborate as some
progressive dinners can be.  If you are interested in hosting one of the
three parts of this meal, please contact me or one of my committee. 
Food and drink will be paid for by Assimilation, and we will work
closely with the hosts and hostesses to plan the menu and assist in
any way we can.  A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board the
first part of June, so we can have a fairly accurate count of how many
of you to expect.  This will be fun, simple and something different. 
Maybe another annual event, who knows??  I will keep you posted on
the progress of this event the next couple of months in this
newsletter.
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Our second event in July will be our quarterly potluck brunch on July
16th.

August is our regular month to take a break as many of us are on
vacation then.

On September 10 we will have our third annual Rhodes Retreat/Rally
Day at the farm near St. Anthony.  More details later on that.

October 29th will be a big day at Redeemer, complete with a potluck,
with the celebration of the 500th anniversary of Luther's 95 Theses
being nailed on the church door in Wittenburg, Germany.  As they
say, the rest is history, for which we are eternally grateful to Martin
Luther for seeking the truth that we are saved by God's grace alone. 
There will be other activities in connection with this life-changing
event during October also.  Again,...watch and read this newsletter
for updates from our Reformation committee, chaired by Tonya
Alliger.

In November, we really had not gotten anything planned yet, but
wouldn't you know God provides!  In the mail I received a flyer from
the Old Creamery in the Amanas, advertising the last production that
they added to the 2017 schedule.  It is The Church Basement Ladies
in Rise Up, O Men - can you believe it?  Just when we thought we
had seen the last offering of those plays, along comes another,
including the men of the congregation this time and the church
basement ladies.(Read more in the church minutes under
Assimilation)  Of course, I was thrilled as we have all enjoyed the
others so much.  I have reserved 30 tickets for Sunday,
November12th, which do not have to be paid for or finalized until the
last of October. However, put this on your calendar now - I already
have six people who want to go!  A sign-up sheet will be put up in
late September.  Another must on this trip is eating at the OxYoke
Inn, which I will finalize also in the fall.  We have to eat there, right?

Finally, December 2nd(Saturday), 9:00 A.M. we will decorate the
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church for Christmas, and the annual Christmas caroling will be held
on Saturday, December 16th.  

That is it, folks, through the rest of the year.  Watch and read this
newsletter carefully for updates, time verifications, etc. Things can
and do change, and you want to know it.

God's blessings - Sandy Rhodes and the Assimilation Committee

   May 14, 2017
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Help us recognize opportunities to serve
others.

What a welcome sight in the planter by
the West entrance to our church. Tulips in
Bloom; thanks to Nancy DeKock.

A beautiful Easter morning - bell choir,
inspiring worship service followed by

potluck breakfast. Thanks to all who donated Easter lilies and other
flowers, food and helped with setting up and cleanup afterwards.

Attending the Marshalltown Zone LWML Rally at State Center were: 
Dorothy Lueders, Marjorie Wengert, Barb Blake, Millie Kosar,
Nancy DeKock and Marjean Meyer.  A special Mission presentation
was given by LuAnn Perkins and Melanie Maddick.

The LWML will remember our H.S. graduates in May — Jacob
Darrow, Natalie Smith, Johnathon Remster and Nyadoar Gatwech. 
If there are any others inadvertently overlooked please call Delores
Popp 753-3131.

SILVERWARE NEEDED:  The LWML is still looking for good
silver spoons and forks, patterns Twin Star, or Oneida Community
(dishwasher safe) to add to our kitchen supply.  If anyone is
"downsizing" their silverware we would appreciate receiving any
extras.

Quarterly meeting will be held Thursday, May 18th at 9:30 am. We
will be planning a time to clean our kitchen in the May meeting. 
Social Circle will serve.  All ladies of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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Sufficient Grace for All Seasons
by Lynette Auch, president of Lutheran For Life

For the most part, I like the changing of the seasons.  In
springtime the whole earth buzzes with hope and promise as new
plant and animal life explodes!  Summertime brings the maturing of
this young plant and animal life in the warmth of the sun and
nourishing rains.  Refreshing cool breezes, full baskets of colorful
harvested produce, and preparation for the cold winds of winter come
with autumn.  Even the barrenness of winter and glistening of snow
add a special realm of beauty to the world.

Human life, too, has its seasons.
As an obstetric nurse, much of my work revolves around

those in the spring or summer of their lives.  Most of the time, my
work is happy as new life springs forth into the loving arms of a
welcoming mother and father.  But, sometimes, a very young life is
mysteriously taken, and we ask why.

Some of my work revolved around a woman and family in the
season of autumn.  A diagnosis of cancer had brought them to the
hospital.  Cancer is everywhere in her body.  She still has children to
care for, a husband to grow old with, dreams to fulfill, and she
screams, “I am not ready to die!”  But her body is slowly succumbing
to the inevitable.  Why?

I heard one in the winter of life asking, “I am old, a burden
and ready to die; why does the Lord take someone so young, with so
much life yet to live, and leave me?”

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die ...” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-
2a).

Genesis tells us that in the beginning, everything God made
was “good.”  Dr. David Menton, former professor at Washington
University School of Medicine, teaches and believes that our bodies
were really designed to live forever.  But then came the fall of man,
bringing sin, disease, struggle, and death.  Because of God’s great
love for us, He could not leave us in the broken, fallen state that we
were in.  That is why He sent His Son to become sin for us and to
give us life eternal.
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Several years ago, South Dakota endured one of the worst
droughts that I can remember.  The hot, dry summer winds scorched
everything.  The crops were a total disaster.  There were prairie fires
and much vegetation perished.  Such was the case of our little
acreage.  Many trees died—even the hardy lilac bushes struggled.  As
the following year approached, many people cautiously made garden
and farming plans wondering if the drought would continue.  But to
our thankful relief, the spring rains came and replenished the earth. 
We anxiously waited and watched to see what vegetation survived. 
One little lilac bush that I thought was surely dead sprang forth with
a few tiny flowers and leaves.  I was amazed and was beautifully
reminded of Dr. Menton’s lecture.  God really did design His
creations to live forever!  Every part of creation wants to live!  We,
the crown of His creation, want to live forever.  And those whom
God has created, redeemed, and called will live forever!

We may never have the answer to the “why” questions of this
life.  But we do have the reassurance in God’s Word and His Holy
Spirit to comfort us through all the seasons of this life.

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9a).

“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal
weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen.  For the things that are seen
are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Corinthians
4:17-18).

Amazing grace how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;

His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,

Amazing grace shall then prevail,
In heaven’s joy and peace.

(Text: John Newton, 1725-1807; Public domain) 
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What Will Happen to Me If I Don’t Attend Church?

Short answer: nothing.  
Where nothing happens,
there is no spiritual growth.

No lightning bolt will fall from the sky warning you about spiritual
danger. No one will return from the dead to plead with you about
using your time of grace wisely. Nothing visibly upsetting may
happen at all. In time, your conscience problems will go away, as
well. Soon, there will be enough of a callus that you won’t feel a
thing.

Jesus shared the account of the Rich Man and Lazarus in order to
bring focus to this very issue. The man who “fared sumptuously
every day” failed to realize that while he felt alive and well satisfied,
he was severely malnourished and dead. His soul and conscience had
flat-lined, evidenced by an obvious lack of concern for his neighbor
in need. Nothing happened to him, of course. Until he died. Then oh,
how he wished that God would send Abraham back from the dead to
warn his brothers! “Nothing doing,” to paraphrase the response.
“They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them” (Luke
16:29).

The apostle Paul testified before Felix and Drusilla at Caesarea. They
had front-row seats in an opportunity of a lifetime, but brushed aside
the invitation and call to repentance. “Go away for now; when I have
a convenient time, I will call for you” (Acts 24:25). As far as we
know, nothing happened: no further discussion, no repentance, and
no faith. Nothing.

As they passed through Samaria, James and John earned their
nickname, “Sons of Thunder,” for wanting to call down fire from
heaven. The target was a village of Samaritans who did not care to
welcome Jesus to their town. “If that’s how they feel,” the two
surmised, “then allow us to give them the judgment they deserve.”
But no fire flashed from the sky. No plague ravaged that community.
Instead, nothing happened at all. Jesus simply by-passed the town.
No miracles were performed. No Gospel was preached. No sinners
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were saved (Luke 9:54-56).

Where nothing happens, there is no spiritual growth. Where there is
no spiritual growth, there is spiritual atrophy. Some will remember
the days when having a baby landed the mother in the hospital for
two weeks. Total bed rest seemed like the best treatment after the
rigors of labor. Today we know that it was the worst thing to do.
When the new mom finally got out of the hospital, she was so
weakened by the days of doing nothing that she could barely handle
the duties of motherhood.

Faith grows through the Gospel. Where Christ is preached, hearers
are blessed and made stronger. It works that way, not because the
preacher is so dynamic or the music so uplifting, but because God
operates through His Word and Sacraments. These are the tools He
supplies for our spiritual good. If you knew that Jesus would be in
your church on Sunday to bless your children, to put His hand on
your shoulder, to personally assure you of His forgiveness and love,
would you be there? He is there, and He does that through the
Gospel.

What if you can’t make it on a Sunday? What if your ox falls in a pit
and you need to get it out? (Luke 14:5) Then get it out. But, as the old
joke goes, “If it falls in the pit every Sunday, you’d better either fill
in the pit or get a new ox.”

If you can’t come to church, ask your pastor about ways the church
might come to you: video recordings, printed sermons, online
services and so forth. But do it before nothing happens.

-James Albrecht is pastor of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church in
Okabena, Minnesota.
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 7:01
PM. The Collect for Easter Sunday was the opening prayer. 
Pastor Post led a Bible Study of John 16:5-15.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Second Vice
President: Bruce Johnson; Pastor Alex Post; Elders Director:
Steve Runge; Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Assimilation
Director: Sandy Rhodes; Social Ministry Director: Nancy
DeKock; Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church Property
Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary: Rebecca
Baedke.

Members Absent: Treasurer Sam Zoske; Financial Secretary:
Charles Swanson and Evangelism Director: Janelle Shatava.

Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Steve motioned to accept the agenda as presented with an
addition of discussion of a stair lift possibility under new
business and seconded by Rheba.  Motion carried.  Rheba
motioned and Bruce seconded the minutes of the previous
month be approved.  Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 105; Wednesday evening: 57; Sunday school
9 and Adult Bible class: 38.  Member totals from last month
were unchanged with 325 Baptized and 258 Communicant.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske and Charles Swanson were
absent.  Provided reports were reviewed.  Approximately
$1,300 in rebate was received and deposited from the
Concordia Plan.  Rheba motioned, Nancy seconded to approve
the financial reports as submitted.  Motion carried.
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Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met April 6 with Pastor Post and 5 elders in attendance.
1.  Minutes of the March Elder's meeting were approved.
2.  Communion assistants for next month were scheduled. 
3.  Pastor Post made 17 visits/31 individual pastoral care home
and shut in visits last month.
4.  Pastor Post reported several conferences he will attend. 
May 1-2 for a Spring Conference in Cedar Rapids.  Conference
at Camp Io-Dis-ECA, June 1-2.  Concordia Catechetical
Academy in Sussex Wisconsin, June 14-16. 
5.  Pastor is also planning a family vacation from July 27-
August 17.  Pastor Berry will serve in the pulpit as well as be
on call for urgent issues.
6.  The needs of some families in the congregation were
discussed.
7.  Service accompaniment was discussed.
8.  The next meeting of the Elders will be Thursday, May11,
2017 at 7:00 PM.
9.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported
subscriptions and renewals of the Lutheran Witness are being
accepted.  Letters to families having undesignated memorials
are being mailed offering various designation options. 
Following designations, letters of confirmation will be mailed. 
Memorials recently designated to projects include: Paul
Schaper memorial toward building repairs; Don Clayton
memorial toward organ project; and Gene Storjohann and
Adeline Brown into the Endowment fund.

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported

1.  Lenten soup suppers netted approximately $380, of which
$ $152 will go to LWML for serving two of the five Lenten
suppers.  An average of 40-50 people weekly which made for
assimilation and socializing.
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2.  Easter brunch following the worship service with
approximately 106 people served.

3.  May 21 will be Sunday school flower planting followed by
distribution to shut-ins.

4.  A Progressive Picnic is being planned for July 9.

5.  On July 16 will be a breakfast brunch following the worship
service.

6.  More information will follow of plans to travel to the Old
Creamery Theatre to see The Church Basement Ladies in
"Rise Up, O Men" for the 2:00 pm show on November 12.  This
is a brand new musical comedy introducing the men of the
church right alongside your favorite ladies from the basement.
As these hard-working farmers discuss “man stuff,” they
unintentionally disrupt the order of the kitchen. But that’s what
happens when you let the rooster in the hen house. 

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported  

1. Tuesday, April 4, Redeemer members served 46 the
evening meal and volunteers were greatly appreciated.  

2. Tuesday, May 2, is the next date Redeemer members will
serve and volunteers will again be appreciated.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant, no report.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava was absent
due to illness. 

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost stated she and
Pastor Post are planning VBS for June 19 & 20 from 5 to 8 pm,
including a meal.  There will be four high school graduates: 
Natalie Smith, Nyadoar Gatwech, Jacob Darrow and
Johnathan Remster.  A cake honoring our graduates will be
served May 21.
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Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington reported 

1. LED light kits were ordered and received to replace the rest
of the sanctuary fixtures.  It was confirmed with an electrician
that no additional power module will be necessary for lighting
controllers to accommodate the new bulbs. A work day will be
scheduled asking volunteer assistance to install the remaining
bulbs.

2. An exterminator sprayed the church for insects.

3. The East door lock was repaired, and set for existing master
keys to open this door.  

4. It was confirmed with the city Engineer the rating for storm
sewer billing is accurate.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $231 in
Thrivent Choice Dollars last month, for a total of $402 received
in 2017.

Old Business:

1. Rheba reported photos of new members have been taken
for a photo directory and Linda is finalizing updates of
addresses.

2. Features and cost of an AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) machine for the church were discussed.  At a
$1,295 approximate cost, there are no funds within the budget
at this time for an AED.  An automatic blood pressure monitor
at an estimated cost of $25 to $50 will be looked into currently. 
Donations or budgeting will be sought in the future for an AED.

3. Brad reviewed the Building Use Policy with our insurance
provider, Rich Mohon.  He explained that requiring a church
member to obtain additional insurance to accommodate an
event or meeting held at the church would be unnecessary, as
our policy would already cover said meeting/event.  He
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indicated that someone using the facility to 'make money' and
if they have a Federal Employment Identification Number
(FEIN) would be a trigger, where we should be looking at some
additional coverage from that individual and/or group.  Brad
also inquired with another agent that specializes in
homeowners insurance.  For special events/meetings a
"special event endorsement" can be added to a person's
homeowner policy.  It would require a 3 to 4 weeks notice, cost
about $50, and have a 1 million dollar cap.  Keith will contact
the Iowa District East office for more clarity on the intent of the
language in the suggested Building Use Policy.

New Business:

1.  Brian motioned to schedule a special Congregational
meeting April 30 at 10:10 am regarding handicap pew
modifications.  Rheba seconded.  Motion carried.

2.  Sandy proposed the idea of a stair lift or some handicap
accommodation for the East door area. Further discussion and
information will be sought and brought for future discussion.  

This Church Council will next meet on Thursday, May 18,
2017, at 7:00 pm. Nancy motioned and Brian seconded to
adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.  Motion carried.  Pastor lead
the Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke

May 29, 2017
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PROCRASTINATORS

A pastor waited in line to have his car filled with gas just
before a long holiday weekend.  The attendant worked quickly,
but many cars were ahead of the pastor at the service station. 
Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump.

“Sorry about the delay,” said the young man.  “Everyone
seems to wait until the last minute to get ready for a long trip.”
The pastor chuckled, “I know what you mean.  It’s the same in
my business.

JACOB DARROW

NYADOAR GATWECH

JOHNATHAN REMSTER

NATALIE SMITH
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