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COURTHOUSE COMMANDMENTS

“Pastor, did you hear?  They’re removing the plaque of the
Ten Commandments that’s been hanging in the courthouse since it
was built.  What is happening?  My grandson in college said it never
should have been put there and that our nation did not establish
Christianity as a state religion.  He says you can’t legislate morality. 
I always thought we were a Christian nation, blessed by God.”

Fears like this are often heard today as our culture seems bent
on removing any signs of our Christian heritage in public places and
even restricting the Word spoken from our pulpits.  But our Lord
would remind us of His promise: The gates of hell will not prevail
against His Church.  He makes good on His promise by preserving
the proclamation of His word and the right administration of His
Sacraments, and in so doing, He goes on rescuing sinners from
Satan’s domain and gathering them into His Kingdom.

We cannot trust our country to be a Christian nation or our
government to be God’s kingdom on earth, even though Christianity
has been the predominant faith in the United States and our civil law
was based on the divinely given moral absolutes of the Ten
Commandments.  Regarding the First Table, our law protects
freedom of religion, which has been a blessing as many come to this
country for that freedom, and faith cannot be legislated anyway.  But
with regard to the Second Table, morality has always been legislated,
protecting parents and other authorities, life, marriage and the family,
property and reputation.
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No nation or kingdom, not even the United States of America,
can claim to be God’s kingdom on earth, nor do we need it to be.  All
nations, whether they know Him or not, are His unwitting servants
under His authority to restrain evil in the world.  They are used by
Him as He wills to pave the way for His kingdom to come and go
into all the world.

Through most of history, God’s people have lived under the
earthly dominion of pagan empires — Egyptian, Assyrian,
Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman.  God raised them up, used them
for His purpose and brought them down.  Even when God permitted
Israel to have kings and be an earthly kingdom for a time, it was only
to foreshadow and teach that only He can be our true and eternal
King and Savior.  All along the way, it is His will that His people
render unto Caesar and obey the governing authorities He has
established, unless they command us to sin.  Then, we obey God
rather than man.

When Caesar seeks to erase our Christian heritage and silence
God’s Word of Law and Gospel, commanding our silence, he
commands us to sin and we must disobey.  In response, we take every
opportunity to speak God’s truth in love in the public square.  When
we speak, we can expect to be persecuted, perhaps even brought
before Caesar, but this will be our time to witness to Christ.  Always
be ready to give a reason for the hope within you.  And when you
suffer for it, blessed are you, for yours is the kingdom of heaven.

The Rev. Paul Kaiser (propterchr@aol.com) is pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Edna, Texas.
The Lutheran Witness, Vol. 136, No. 2, February 2017

USHERS FOR MARCH
      Roger Mathews, Grant Runge, Brian Mohr,
Steve Runge, Jason August, Charles Misek

GREETERS
March 5 Randy and Karen Frohwein

12 Dennis and Penny Hegdahl
 19 Shana Hernandez, Ian Hernandez

26 Bruce and Lori Johnson
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THANK YOU...
We thank everyone for your prayers and concern at the time of
our mother’s death, Adeline Brown.  We truly appreciate
everything.  —The Family of Adeline Brown

The family of Carol Sells appreciated the prayers and words of
comfort during her illness.  The cards and memorials sent to the
family at the time of Carol’s passing were of great support.

—Barb Blake

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
March 5 Brandon and Rheba Yost

12 Ethel Tietje, Mary Lu Wignall
19 Charles and Kiley Misek
26 Warren and Gwen Nash

ATTENDING ELDERS
March 1 Steve Runge, Roger Mathews (Ash Wednesday)

5 Pat Lowry, Brad Sickels
8 Steve Runge, Brian Mohr
19 Denny Smith, Chad Callaway
22 Steve Runge, Brad Sickels
26 Dennis Sickels, Charlie Swanson

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
March 5 Charlie Swanson

12 Keven Kirk
19 Steve Runge
26 Warren Nash    
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SOUP BOWL LUNCHEON
supporting house of compassion

Sunday
March 12, 2017

11:30 am - 2:00 pm

St. Henry’s Church
211 W. Olive Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158

$10/person
$25/families of 3+ persons

Come enjoy a bowl of soup in a dish that is yours to keep! 
Each piece is hand thrown and unique in size, shape and color.

WORDS THAT DIFFER GREATLY
“We must make a great difference between God’s Word
and the word of man.  A man’s word is a little sound,
that flies into the air, and soon vanishes; but the Word of
God is greater than heaven and earth.”

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on February 7th. 
Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2017 we will cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, March 7th.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at 4:30
p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy DeKock,
753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the past
for cooking, serving and working at the House of Compassion.
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ASSIMILATION UPDATE

Sunday, February 19th, approximately 20 members of Redeemer met
at the church for game night.  Cheryl Rholfsen was in charge of the
games.  She did a great job helping us learn four different games.  We
had plenty of snacks, and even prizes.  Come join us next time. 
There is a card game or other game for everyone. You get to know
your fellow parishioners in a whole different way - lots of fun.

In March beginning on the 8th, our annual soup suppers will begin at
5:45 before the Lenten services at 7:00.  Our Assimilation committee
will be in charge of the main course on March 8th, 22nd and April
5th.  The LWML ladies will serve soups on March 15th and 29th. 
There are sign-up sheets on the board requesting sandwiches, deviled
eggs, finger foods, or desserts from the congregation as we have done
in the past.  Again, join us for a special time of Christian fellowship.

Our board has helped set up a committee to come up with some ideas
to celebrate this year of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
Such a life-changing event as this was in 1517 is certainly worthy of
our special acknowledgment and thanksgiving for the person of
Martin Luther whom God gave us to help teach us His Word in all of
its truth and purity.  That said, we have a group who will start
working on this Reformation year's agenda.  Tonya Alliger will be
the Chairman, and will work with the following volunteers - Rheba
Yost, Pat Lowry, Cheryl Rholfsen, Byron Rhodes, Keith Egger, and
Pastor Post. Thanks so much to the above members for your
willingness to work on this project. If any of you in the congregation
have any ideas, or would really like to be in this group, just let
anyone of the committee know.

God's continued blessings to you all - Sandy Rhodes
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I can only leave my mark for You by
replacing idle time with purposeful
movement.

At our Feb. LWML meeting Sue Meyer of
Keystone spoke about her Mission in touching
lives with humor as well as care.  As a
member of a clowning society she brings a

smile to those who are lonely and hurting; sometimes the best
medicine ever. She was an inspiration to us.

A warm welcome to our new LWML members, Tonya Alliger and
Cheryl Rohlfsen.  Happy to have them being a part of serving the
Lord with gladness.

A big thank you to Shirley Breinig who audited our Treasurer's
books.  Shirley is so faithful to do this for us each year.

Valentine boxes, filled with cookies and treats, were sent to college
students Vanessa Kirk, Olivia Callaway, Alex Billman, Bailey Nash,
Jacob Thompson, Matthew Smith, Sarah Weuve and Taylor Weuve. 
Nancy DeKock also sent a box to Nicholas Gould currently in the
military.  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED ALL
THE GOODIES.  The neat Valentine card in each box was made by
Linda Smith.  Great helpers were on hand to pack, wrap and mail the
boxes.

The LWML served at two funerals the past month: Paul Schaper and
Shirley Ohlschlager.  Thanks to all who helped set up in the Parish
Hall, or worked in the kitchen.  We appreciate all of our Redeemer
members who helped with providing salads and desserts.  A big thank
you to all.

We will be ordering lilies again for Easter Sunday.  Please contact
Nancy DeKock if you would like to purchase one.

LWML will be serving soup at the March 15th and 29th Lenten
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suppers.  We will also be helping with the Easter breakfast.

Marshall County LWML Spring Rally will be at Trinity, State Center
on April 22nd.  More details in the April newsletter.

SILVERWARE NEEDED:  The LWML is looking for good silver
spoons and forks, patterns Twin Star, or Oneida Community
(dishwasher safe) to add to our kitchen supply. If anyone is
"downsizing" their silverware we would appreciate receiving any
extras.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, March 16th at 9:30 AM.  Lesson
from the Winter Quarterly, page 20, "More Precious than Silver."  All
ladies of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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Lutherans For Life?  Please Explain...
By Rev. Michael W. Salemink

Think of us as an arms dealer.
I’m often offered the opportunity to explain Lutherans For Life

with questions like these: “What kind of organization are you?”  “What do
you do?”  “Do you operate pregnancy centers and maternity homes?”  “Do
you give financial assistance?” Do you arrange adoptions?”  “Do you
endorse and oppose politicians?”  Do you lobby legislation?”  “Do you
conduct funding campaigns?”  Do you publish research?” “Do you picket
and protest?”

We certainly support all of the above.  We hope our labors lead to
each of them happening.  However, our mission is more of a message.  Our
business is best defined as delivering a message:  Lutherans For Life equips
Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life.  We connect the
Christian Scriptures and Lutheran doctrine to our society’s life issues—in
this culture which uses death as a solution or views it as a salvation.  We
explore and educate how the Gospel of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection
brings unconditional grace, absolute forgiveness, immortality, and purpose
to human beings at every stage and in every state, especially under life-and-
death circumstances.  We serve as squires and attendants who support the
communion of saints by outfitting them to be the operatives that engage
these situations in the field and on the front lines.

We do not measure our success in lives saved.  We do not evaluate
victory in terms of tallying dollars, tracking publications, computing
participants, or counting hours.  In fact, we cannot appraise our own
effectiveness at all.  Only our Savior and Lord does that, in His time,
according to His good and gracious will, and not always visibly or
comprehensibly.

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but
only God who gives the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).
“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed
on the ground.  He sleeps and rises night and day, and
the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how” (Mark
4:26-27).
“[F]or it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), “[a]nd I
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”
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(Philippians1:6).
Salvation, whether ours or anyone else’s, remains Father-Son-and-

Spirit’s work.  He regularly hides this miracle and mystery in human hearts
and masks it beneath earthly elements and otherwise ordinary, even
apparently contrary, means.  If He left the objective to us, we would not
only fail but ruin it.  We ourselves, simply and selfish and sinful, stand in
need of the very salvation we are relaying.  But since we do not produce
this redeeming relationship with our God and Father, we likewise cannot
destroy it.  He who has already assumed responsibility for all
shortcomings—and He alone—creates, continues, and culminates all
successes.

God’s involvement doesn’t make ours somehow unnecessary
though.  If anything, He consecrates and elevates our activities.  It takes no
less than a sword to set souls free unto eternity.  Nothing else than God
Himself incarnate, crucified and risen again, proclaimed and performed,
plunders a person out of death’s clutches and places that person among the
company of heaven’s household.

“[T]hey have misled my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when
there is no peace” (Ezekiel 13:10a).
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth.  I have not come to bring peace, but a sword”
(Matthew 10:34).
“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:11-12).
Nevertheless, we arm with implements of the surgeon’s variety, not

the soldier’s.  We supply sharp blades, but they are scalpels for medicine
and needles for healing, not daggers for aggression or spears for defeating. 
We furnish the Lutheran community to liberate prisoners rather than to
lacerate opponents.  We slip almost-invisible weapons—conversations and
relationships—inside the minds and mouths of regular folks like you, so
that what our country increasingly declares contraband you can smuggle
behind enemy lines and defend the preciousness of every human being,
especially the one right in front of you.  We aren’t the soldiers or the smith;
we’re just the supplier.  

Think of us as your arms dealer.
Life Date–Winter 2016
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“Through this blessed exchange, in which Christ
changes places with us (something the heart can
grasp only in faith), and through nothing else,
we are freed from sin and death and given his
righteousness and life as our own.”   

—Martin Luther
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