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Blessed Fathers’ Day!

Dear saints in Christ Jesus: 

Blessed Fathers’ Day to all you fathers! Below is a selection from a
book entitled, “For Better, Not for Worse: A Manual of Christian
Matrimony,” written by Walter A. Maier, the first speaker of the
Lutheran Hour. This book was first published in 1935 and yet is still
very timely today in its critique of culture and its bold endorsement
of the living and eternal Word of God. We give thanks to God for our
fathers, through whom God teaches us to fear, love, and trust in God
above all things!

(From Part Four, Criteria of Happy Choice: Pivotal Parents)
“We must remember that, according to divine social

standards, fathers, not mothers alone, are given the command to bring
up their children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”
(Ephesians 6:4). It is a false philosophy of home-life which develops
this argument: “I earn the money for food and clothing and shelter,
and my wife must do the rest. I look after the family interests outside
of the home, while she directs its welfare within the home.” Even the
complexities of our modern life cannot bring exemption from the
sacred responsibility of supervising the education, spiritual care, and
moral growth of those in his household. Above the Chief Parts of the
Catechism Luther placed the admonition that “A father should teach
them diligently to his household.” The great Reformer insisted: “No
one should become a father unless he is able to instruct his children
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in the Ten Commandments and in the Gospel, so that he may bring
up true Christians.” Fathers knowing that they are ordained by God
to be the heads of their families must first find time to meet the
demands of their exalted position. If they are preoccupied with
business or social obligations, some of these should be dropped.” 

“Parental authority must be firm, though not tyrannical.
Modern trends in child-training protest vigorously. A popular writer
on questions of the home, for example, believes that the home is
often “an autocracy, instead of a democracy,” and he rejoices that
“heavy father stuff” is a thing of the past. But jurists who preside
over juvenile courts, as well as social workers and pastors, who meet
humanity at its worst, of course, tell us that the collapse of parental
authority is one of the major factors in the staggering rise of youthful
delinquency.” 

“Fathers must give a stimulating example to their children,
particularly in meeting their spiritual duties; for the word of paternal
counsel will fail when contradicted by the life of the counselor. Every
man should try to measure the personal importance of the Scriptural
appeal: “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger lest they be
discouraged” (Colossians 3:21).” 

(From Part Seven, Elements of Wedded Happiness: At the
Family Altar)

“To those who waver in uncertainty as to the benefits of the
family altar I direct this dozen of reasons for instituting home devotions:
1. The family altar will enrich, elevate, and ennoble our homes, the
relations between husband and wife, parents and children, as nothing
else can.
2. Family prayers will minimize domestic misunderstanding and
when trouble arises will work quickly for peace and forbearance. 
3. The family altar, pointing to the complete self-denial and self-
sacrifice of Christ, will help to stifle selfishness in us and promote
forbearance, generosity, courtesy.
4. Home worship will prove invaluable in emphasizing the Christian
way of life and the verities of the Christian faith to the children in
each family. 
5. Prayers in the morning will guide us through the day, and their
blessings will strengthen us at work, in school, or at play.
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6. Prayers in the evening will invoke the angels’ watchfulness over
us and ours, affording light in the darkness and protection in our
weakness. 
7. The family altar will strengthen us to withstand bravely the
adversities of life, for it helps to found our homes on that Rock
against which all trials and tempests will beat in vain.
8. Family prayers will exert a blessed influence on friends who visit
our homes or on guests who are sheltered within our walls.
9. Prayerful homes will help to reinforce that righteousness which
“exalteth a nation.” 
10. The family altar will mightily strengthen the work and the
influence of the Church and its agencies throughout the world. 
11. Prayerful homes will honor our heavenly Father and, in turn, be
honored by Him.
12. Families that are fervent in the faith have a foretaste of the
heavenly homeland even on earth and enjoy the assurance that in the
prepared mansions they will be a part of the “whole family in
heaven.”” 
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Speak to your grandchildren, and to
all of your neighbors, as God the
Father speaks to you by His Son.

Your Children’s Children

As a grandparent, it’s heartbreaking to watch your grandchildren
stray from the faith they confessed as youth.  How can you start a
conversation with a grandchild who has left the church?

By Richard Stuckwisch

The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) resonates deeply with
those who hear it, not only because all of us have gone astray and
gotten ourselves lost at times, but also because there are loved ones
missing from our lives and families.  We ache for our missing
children in particular, and struggle with both guilt and grief over their
absence.  If a small child is lost, we spare no effort or expense in
searching until he is found and brought back home.  Let us have at
least as much zeal for those children of any age who have wandered
away from the faith and gone missing from the life of the Church.

The true comfort of the Gospel
Distressingly, a great many young people do abandon God’s Word
and the preaching of it as they advance through their teen years and
enter adulthood.  Indications are that well over half of those who are
brought up in the Church will
abandon it.  Reasons and
excuses are legion.

Circumstances vary, but here we
consider what a concerned
grandparent can do to encourage
a wayward adult grandchild to repent and return to the life of the
Church.  The desire to do or say something may be great, but there
may also be a real fear of alienating the grandchildren and driving
them away.

Many young people have not perceived a connection between faith,
religion, the Church and life.  Instead they have sensed that the
church norms they grew up with are chiefly concerned with dogma
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Depend upon the Word of God with
confidence in conversation with your
grandchildren, speaking with the
passion of your convictions but also
with a spirit of gentleness and humility.

for its own sake and with superficial rules of behavior that hide rather
than reveal the heart.  They have not recognized sincerity or personal
investment, but instead focus on head knowledge, formulaic
emotional expressions and pietism in place of piety.   All of that
appears trite and hollow, and frankly it is.  It certainly has no appeal.

Grandparents should not deny but acknowledge such hurts,
disappointments and frustrations as their grandchildren have
experienced and expressed.  Rather, ask your grandchildren
questions, and invite them to be honest with you about their thoughts
and feelings.  Then respond to their real concerns with the true
comfort of the Gospel of Christ, even if that answer is resisted.  It is
important to speak the truth, to confess the Word of the Lord, for
faith comes about and grows by the hearing of that Word.

Confessing confidently
Trust Christ and His Word,
despite your own frailties and
limitations.  Rely on Him and
on the Holy Spirit to do the
divine work and achieve the
divine purpose that only God
can accomplish.  Your calling as a Christian is not to convince or
persuade anyone to believe the Gospel by argument or cleverness, but
simply to believe, confess and practice the Word of Christ.  Speak to
your grandchildren, and to all of your neighbors, as God the Father
speaks to you by His Son.  Do so, not out of guilt or fear, but in the
joy and confidence of faith.  Do not be ashamed of the Gospel, and
do not be embarrassed to confess it to anyone.  It is a living and life-
giving Word.

Along the same lines, be candid about your own doubts and fears. 
Indicate the comfort and strength that you have found in the ministry
of the Gospel.  Share actual stories of the role that the Church and
Holy Sacraments have had in your life.  Let your grandchildren know
that it’s not a canned or plastic faith that you profess, but one that
makes a solid, full-bodied difference in the daily grind of this fallen
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world.  Your stories will resonate with them, not only because they
are personal, but because of who you are.

Exercise genuine love, tender mercy, long-suffering patience and
ready forgiveness for your wayward grandchild.  Despite how it feels,
his rejection of the Church and his departure from the faith are not a
personal indictment or rejection of you and your family.  Persist in
caring for him as you are given the opportunity.  Maintain a
connection and a relationship with open lines of communication
about life in general.

Have confidence that the Lord Himself is with you in the relationship
He has given you with your children’s children.  You are not on your
own in your conversations with them and in your efforts to care for
them.  Whatever inadequacies and weaknesses you perceive in
yourself do not change the fact that God has called you to love and
serve these particular neighbors.

The memory of the Father
Take heart and be encouraged that the Lord loves your children and
your children’s children even more and more faithfully than you do. 
Though His ways and purposes are often mysterious to us, He is able
to do far more abundantly than we can even begin to imagine.  So,
too, pray and intercede for your children and grandchildren, as the
Lord has commanded you to pray and has promised to hear and
answer in Christ Jesus.

In the parable, the prodigal son is brought back to himself and to his
senses, not only by the dire predicament that he found himself in,
which was part of God’s preaching of the Law in his life, but
especially by the memory of his Father — of his Father’s household
and family, of His grace and generosity.  As you have opportunity to
speak of these things from the Holy Scriptures and the catechism, and
from the experience of your own faith and life under the cross, the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be at work, by His
Word and Holy Spirit, to call home His lost and wayward children to
Himself in mercy.
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GOD IS ALIVE SINGERS REUNION
The God Is Alive Singers Reunion will be June 18-19, 2016. 
All G.I.A. Singers are invited to share in this inspiring reunion.
The schedule includes:
Saturday, June 18th at St. Henry, Marshalltown
10 AM- Social
Noon - Pot Luck
1 PM - Prayer & Practice
5 PM - Sing for Mass
7 PM - Public Concert (open to public at St. Henry Church, 221
W. Olive Street)
(Family activities will be offered in the afternoon.)
Sunday morning, June 19th at 10:30 AM we will sing at
Liscomb Church of Christ, Clinton Street, Liscomb, IA
(details for members are on GIASingers@gmail.com) 
Any Questions, please call Lynne Vaske Carroll @ 641-751-
5992.
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on May 3rd.  
Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we will be 
cooking and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next
serving date is Tuesday, June 7th.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and
serving begins at 4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Nancy DeKock, 753-7878.

USHERS FOR JUNE
Dennis Hegdahl    Keven Kirk      Charlie Swanson
Kyle Kirk       Randy Frohwein

GREETERS
June 5 Charles and Leone Reisetter

12 Mike and Amy McKibben
19 Charles and Kiley Misek
26 Marjean Meyer, Ethel Tietje

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
June 5 Dennis and Kelly Smith

12 Marjean Meyer, Ethel Tietje
19 Mike and Eileen Stanley
26 Bob and Janelle Shatava

ATTENDING ELDERS
June 5 Pat Lowry, Roger Mathews

8 Keith Egger
19 Chuck Misek, Dennis Smith
22 Steve Runge
26 Dennis Smith, Brad Sickels
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HIS LIGHT BURDEN

There is no work on earth easier than the true service of God;
he loads us with no heavy burdens, but only asks that we
believe in him and preach of him.

___________
“My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11:28

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book

IOWA CUBS BASEBALL GAME

The Board of Assimilation has arranged
for an outing to the Iowa Cubs baseball
game on Saturday, June 11th.  Tickets are
$8. Each (regularly $11

each).  Game time is 7:08 p.m.   Carr
pool from the church at 5:00 p.m.  Sign-
up sheet is in the parish hall.  Please
make payment to Sandy Rhodes or Jana
Robertson.

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
June 5 Warren Nash

12 Mike Stubbs
19 Pat Lowry
26 Charlie Swanson

Please stop by the visitor desk in the narthex and pick up your free
copy of the Spring 2016 issue of IDE Today!
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BOARD OF ASSIMILATION NEWS

Saturday, June 11 - 7:08 P.M. We will attend an I-Cubs game at Principal
Park in Des Moines, car pooling from the church.  
Again, a sign-up sheet with ticket price and more details will be put up in
the parish hall in early May.  Let us take you out to the ball game!

Sunday, July 17 - Our quarterly brunch after church.  More casseroles and
rolls needed - more eating!

August - Vacation - no activities planned right now.  

Please come join us for as many activities as you can.  Feel free to bring a
friend or family member also.  All are welcome!

God's continued blessings to you all,

Sandy Rhodes, Director of the Assimilation Committee

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

Relief for Human Need Worldwide

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  John 14:18

Items collected by the Central Iowa Branch, Orphan Grain Train, Inc. 
(All items should be in new or slightly used condition, no junk!)

Open Tuesday mornings
Bedding, Children’s Clothing (Mixed boys/girls) Men’s

Clothing, Women’s Clothing, Clothing Accessories, Underwear,
Medical Supplies, Education Supplies, Kitchen Accessories, Layette
Kits, Mercy Kits, and School Kits.  

Branch Manager: John Maddick 641-477-8508
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Thank you to all Redeemer
Lutheran members who ‘dug right in’
to help plant and deliver floral gifts for
others on May 15, 2016.

You brightened up someone’s
life as you shared God’s Love!

Good work!
RLC Assimilation Board

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the touch of garden I found in my
room after lunch.  The purple salvia will grow in my
daughter’s garden since I couldn’t bring my sisters
memorial garden from the Embers with me.  Some days
I need a garden so I water the plants given to me.  
In Christian Love,
Eunice Gilgen, Room 101 at Southridge

FISH FRY

Orphan Grain Train

Branch 23

302 Bluen Street (Former CLS)

Clemons Iowa

June 11, 2016

4-6 p.m.

A free will offering will be taken for the OGT

general fund.  We will also take donations of

clothing and other items.  Mark your calendar! 

Come join the fun and enjoy great food!
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Whoops!

Dear brothers and sisters of our ascended Savior Jesus Christ:

Last month, in our newsletter, an article was printed entitled
“Always With Us.” It included this line: Jesus’ ascension reminds
Christians that although his body couldn’t remain present
everywhere, we can universally experience his spiritual presence. 

Although that is true, in one way, it is very much untrue, in
another very important way! Jesus’ Body isn’t present everywhere –
not in the same way that He appeared bodily throughout His life on
earth, and also after His resurrection, to His disciples, many times.
But since He ascended into heaven, since His human body now
shares His divine power in His exaltation, Jesus’ Body can be
present anywhere He chooses, especially in the Sacrament of the
Altar, where the bread and wine are His true Body and true
Blood, the same Body sacrificed on the cross, the same Blood shed
on Golgotha, the same Jesus Christ Who rose from the dead on
Easter, and the same Jesus Christ Who now reigns over all Creation
as true God and true Man forever and ever! 

When Jesus said, “This is My Body,” and “This is My
Blood,” and “Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me,” He meant that every time, at every altar, in every Christian
congregation, across time and space, all over the world, where His
Supper is eaten and drank according to His institution, Jesus is truly
present, not just spiritually, but also bodily. That is how He fulfills
His promise to us: “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua
1:5), and “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:20)!! 

— Pastor Alex Post
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, May 19, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 7:04
PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for Pentecost was read
as an opening prayer.  John 13:1 - 11 served as a Bible study.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex Post;
Board of Elders Director: Steve Runge; Board of Stewardship
Director: Brian Mohr; Board of Assimilation Director: Sandy
Rhodes; Board of Social Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock; Board
of Evangelism Director:  Janelle Shatava; Board of Church
Property Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.
Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Treasurer: Sam Zoske; Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson and
Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost. 
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Sandy motioned to accept the agenda, with the addition of
Redeemer hosting Concordia Plan Service Workshops, Thursday,
June 9 and a Syndical collection.  Brian seconded.  Motion
carried.  Steve motioned to approve the minutes of the previous
month.  Nancy seconded.  Motion carried.

Statistical Report:  Last month attendance averages were: Sunday
morning: 107; Wednesday evening: 17; Adult Bible class: 33 and
Sunday school: 11.  Member totals last month were 322 Baptized
and 257 Communicant, reflecting an increase following adult
confirmation of Shana Hernandez, Ian Hernandez, Audrey
McConnell on March 27, 2016.

Financial Report:  Sam Zoske and Charles Swanson were absent. 
Financial reports were reviewed.  Brian motioned and Nancy
seconded to approve the financial reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders met
on Thursday, May 12, with Pastor Post and eight elders in
attendance.  The meeting included:
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1. Devotions continued with Luther's Large Catechism.
2. Communion assistants for next month were designated.
3. Redeemer's wedding policy was reviewed with no changes
made at this time.
4. June and July Wednesday non-communion services will
be Evening Prayer Services
5. Pastor Post will attend the LWML convention in Oskaloosa
June 18-19 and for continuing education June 22-24.
6. Pastor Post made 25 pastoral care visits last month.
7. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, June 9, at 7:00
PM.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported, the Lutheran
Witness subscription orders were submitted. 

Board of Assimilation: Director Sandy Rhodes reported 
1. Julee Swanson lead donated plants repotted and delivery to
shut-in members and nursing home residents. 
2.  A signup sheet is posted for persons wishing to purchase $8
tickets to attend the Iowa Cubs game on Saturday, June 11, at
7:08 pm.  Carpooling from the church will be organized.
3.  Brunch is being planned for July 17 following worship service.
4.  No events are planned during August; however future 2016
events will be planned.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported fifty-two
(52) people were served at the House of Compassion on
Tuesday, May 3.  Cooking and serving help is needed Tuesday,
June 7 for Redeemer's next serving date at the House of
Compassion.  June is Redeemer's month to collect donations for
the House of Compassion Supply Closet.

Board of Parish Education:  Position vacant.  August VBS dates
were discussed with an idea of presenting Bible Stories during
one or two evenings for all ages.  LWML Bible Study, Wednesday
morning men's Bible study and youth catechesis will again
commence in the fall.  Adult catechesis will be ongoing for
interested participants.  
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Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava and Pastor Post
plan to update a brochure for Redeemer.  Janelle also plans to
compile an information booklet for members.  This booklet would
share information about Worship services, groups within or
associated with our congregation, the church building and various
opportunities for involvement. 

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost was absent but
reported she hoped to initiate VBS with help setting it up and
picking a date. 

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington reported 
1. Both church and parsonage yards have been fertilized. 
2. A window screen has been repaired at the parsonage. 
3. Gutters have been cleaned at the parsonage.
4. IT Electric (formerly Howgan Electric) added an additional outlet
on a new breaker circuit for the parsonage kitchen.  
5. A hole in the driveway to the church parking lot has been
patched with asphalt.
6. Church property and Assimilation directors have met in efforts
to draft a building use policy. 

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $19 Thrivent
Choice Dollars this month, for a total of $2,282 received in 2016
into the building repair fund.  

Old Business: 
1. Estimates are being sought to reface the bathroom vanity in the
parsonage and insert drawers, or else a custom size vanity may
need to be ordered to replace it.  Two sinks will be installed along
with other details to finish this bathroom project.
2. The large living room window in the parsonage then needs to
be replaced.  
Sandy, Esther and Brad continue coordination to complete these
parsonage projects.
3.  Brandon Yost has been taking photos for the new photo
directory.  Members may have their most recent photo used,
submit a photo from another source or have a new photo taken. 
Directories will be made for future distribution.
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New Business:  
1.  Brian shared a document received from LCMS asking for a
special collection to be taken for our synod.  Collected funds
would be directed toward various missions and seminary
programs.  Nancy motioned to support a Syndical collection on
June 5 & 12.  Sandy seconded.  Motion carried.  An offering
basket and details of the purpose of this mission will be made
available.  
2. A Concordia Plan Service Workshops for area LCMS church
workers is scheduled Thursday, June 9, at Redeemer.  Without a
minimum number of RSVPs by May 31,  this event may be
cancelled.  If held on June 9, the Assimilation board will provide
coffee and snacks.

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, June 16, 2016,
at 7:00 PM.  Steve motioned and Brad seconded to adjourn the
meeting at 9:05 pm.  Motion carried.  Pastor Post offered a prayer
to close the meeting that included Linda Smith, our secretary,
injured in an accident earlier this
 day.
 
Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke

                June 14, 2016
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Let us excite and stir up each other to good
deeds and greater love of God.

The LWML will not meet until
September, but Circles will continue their
duties throughout the summer months.  Each
Monday morning the ladies will be busy
quilting in the parish hall.  Completed quilts
are delivered to the Orphan Grain Train at
Clemons.  Helpers are always welcome. 

Luella Weber has been sewing on quilts at her home.  Several baby
quilts have been presented to new born babies in the congregation.  The
LWML also gives “Chamber Dollars” to the families.
Nancy DeKock and Patty Collins for planting flowers in the outdoor
boxes.  They would appreciate help in keeping them watered during the
summer months.

The 38th Biennial Convention of IDE LWML will meet in
Oskaloosa June 17 & 18.  Deloris Clayton is still accepting Mercy
Hygiene kits to be taken to the convention.  Refer to the May Newsletter
for the list of items to be included in these kits.  Also, if anyone has an
old purse (good condition) they will be auctioning them off at the
convention.  This was a big his at the last convention.

The September Quarterly meeting will be Thursday, September
15th, at 9:30 a.m.  Let’s start the Fall season with a good attendance. 
Mark it on your calendars.  It will be hosted by the Social Circle.
—Delores Popp
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STEWARDSHIP

“Upon This Rock” is the theme of the 66th Regular Convention of
the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod to be held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin in July of this year (see enclosed letter from Synod
President, Dr. Matthew C. Harrison).  Redeemer Lutheran’s
Church Council voted to participate in the special thank-offering
which will be a part of this year’s convention.  The monetary gifts
collected from all participating churches nationwide will go
directly to various projects and programs identified by the Offices
of International and National Mission, Pastoral Education and the
Joint Seminary Fund.

Redeemer will have a special plate available in the parish hall on
the Sundays of June 5th and 12th for anyone who wants to make a
monetary contribution for the convention’s special thank-offering. 

Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,
Brian Mohr, Director of Stewardship
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
June is Redeemer’s month to collect items for the House of
Compassion Supply Closet so please give generously.  Non
perishable items that cannot be purchased with Food Stamps.
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