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Our Little, Unborn Neighbors
REV. JOEL D. KOTILA, DISTRICT LIFE COORDINATOR, NEW ENGLAND

DISTRICT
57 MILLION babies have been murdered by the act of abortion since

Roe vs. Wade in 1973. That figure is incomprehensible! It is equivalent to
about one-sixth of the current population in America, and the Church mourns
over the cruel, barbaric, and unjust killing of these little ones. Besides causing
us grief, such a staggering number of innocent lives lost ought to heighten the
desire of every Christian to get immensely involved. And although many are
engaged in the pro-life movement to varying degrees, many others are not —
at least not in the manner that is needed and desired. 

What moves a Christian to engage this godly battle for life? A
compassionate reaction to the disgusting horror of it all? Doing what is just
and right? Defense of the defenseless? Is it knowing that these unborn little
ones were each given life by the Creator, that they are truly human beings
(from the time of conception) — wonderfully knit together in their mother’s
womb — each with a body (developing as it is) and each with a soul — each
and every one so precious in His sight? Certainly, all of these help our
understanding and help to shape our faith-in-action participation. 

However, as the lawyer in Luke 10 sought to justify himself before
Jesus with the question, “And who is my neighbor?” (v. 29), perhaps there are
those today who would seek to justify themselves in such a similar manner,
“But are the unborn considered to be my neighbors?” The answer is “Yes!”
Every human being — born or unborn — is the Christian’s neighbor. And the
Lord Jesus says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Besides this command of the second table of the Law, we have
specifically the Fifth Commandment, which you know as: “You shall not
murder.” Luther tells us in his Small Catechism what this means: “We should
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fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body but
help and support him in every physical need” (emphasis added). The positive
fulfillment of this commandment is that we, out of fear and love for God, help
our neighbor in need. And the needs of our unborn neighbors are obvious,
especially that they be protected and have the opportunity to live — the right
to live — as God created them to live. 

But because we are sinners, we do not have the desire or the will or
the strength to keep this commandment. We fail to love our neighbors as we
ought. We have failed to love our unborn neighbors and be a blessing to them
as we ought. We love self above God and above others. We have sinned. In
response to the unbelieving lawyer in Luke 10, Jesus tells the parable of the
Good Samaritan (vv. 30-37). Here Jesus uses the parable not only to teach
about what it means to be a neighbor, but to teach us that He Himself is the
good and merciful neighbor to all people. Jesus is our “Good Samaritan” who
goes far beyond what any person would ever conceive of doing for another.
In His great compassion for us sinners, He acted in pure, sacrificial love and
suffered for us and laid down His own life on the cross as payment in full for
our sins. And then, He rose again to secure eternal life for all believers. The
Holy Spirit reveals to us that it is God’s desire that all people (which includes
the unborn) come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved (1 Tim. 2:4).
Christ died and rose for all people — to include our little unborn neighbors.
Our Savior desires that these too would be baptized and be saved.

Just as you and I are precious to God, so too are these unborn little
ones. We have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and in daily
repentance and faith, our sins are truly forgiven. We have newness of life, the
abundant life, forever life in His name. Raised in Christ, now as recipients of
His mercy, we Christians are moved to go forth in sacrificial love and be a
blessing to our neighbor — to help them in their physical needs. Christ’s
mercy upon us moves us to freely stand up and be of service to our unborn
neighbors. Christ’s mercy upon us moves us to get involved and perhaps be
even more active in the pro-life movement. Christ’s mercy upon us moves us
in our vocation as Christian citizens to get our pro-life voices heard and to
vote for political candidates who indeed stand for life. Christ’s mercy upon
us moves us to learn more and better understand all of the life issues — to
pray for all parents and their unborn children — and as the Lord gives us
opportunity, to act. Christ’s love compels us. I invite and encourage you to
make plans to participate in the national March For Life this coming January
in Washington D.C.
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USHERS FOR JANUARY
Gene Storjohann    Dennis Sickels    Brad Sickels
Jim Eipperle           Sam Zoske

GREETERS
January 3 Joe and Jana Robertson

10     Steve and Sue Runge
17     Paul and Linda Schaper
24    Bob and Janelle Shatava
31    Dick and Bernita Zitzow

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
January    3   Keven and Renee Kirk
                 10   Roger and Betty Westling
                 17   Brad and Kathy Pennington
                 24   Brandon and Rheba Yost
                31    Rebecca Baedke, Craig Flanagan

ATTENDING ELDERS
January 3 Ken Breinig, Brian Mohr

6 Steve Runge
13 Keith Egger
17 Pat Lowry, Dennis Smith
24 Roger Mathews, Charles Misek
27 Steve Runge

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
January 3 Pat Lowry

10 Charlie Swanson
17 Keven Kirk
24 Steve Runge
31 Max Nash
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Remind me on this day O'Lord, that I am
blessed by friends who support and share
my journey.

As we begin another new year we are
reminded that our LWML has truly been
blessed - - inspirational Bible Lessons - -

ability to help in many ways at the church with quilting, flowers,
altar duties, funeral luncheons and helping whenever asked.

Having the LWML Convention in Des Moines this past summer
was a special treat for some of our ladies.

Our officers have agreed to serve another year:  President, Deloris
Clayton; Secretary, Dorothy Lueders and Treasurer, Marjean
Meyer.  Thanks for your dedicated service.

At our December meeting the following mission projects were
remembered with a monetary gift: Mission Central, Camp
Io-Dis-E-CA., Lutheran Family Services, Lutheran Hour,
Lutherans for Life, Vinton Lutheran Home, Emergency Food
Box, House of Compassion & local individual gifts.

Next meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 21st at 9:30 AM. Topic will
be from the Winter Quarterly, page 18 "How Great Thou Art."
All ladies of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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THANK YOU
Thank you so very much for all of your prayers, cards, gifts, and
words of encouragement this Advent and Christmas season and
throughout the entire year.  My family and I are so blessed to
worship our incarnate, crucified and risen Savior Jesus with you
here.  The peace of the Lord be with you and with your families
this Epiphany season and always!

  — Pastor Alex, Esther,
       Logan, Elsa and Nova

I thank those who sent beautiful birthday cards for my 90th

Birthday.  They were all appreciated very much!
— Caroline Nuese

I thank everyone for the beautiful cards and phone calls during my
recent illness.  God’s blessings to each of you.

—Marjorie Wengert

CHURCH CANCELLATION POLICY
Pastor Post plans to conduct Sunday and Wednesday church
services as long as he can walk across the parking lot.  We hope
that you will join us as often as possible, but let the weather
dictate whether you should leave home.  We would much rather
see you at church next week than visit you because of an injury.

— Board of Elders

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on December
1st.  Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we
will be  cooking and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our
next serving date is Tuesday, January 5th.    Cooking starts at 2
p.m. and serving begins at 4:30 p.m.  If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Nancy DeKock, 753-7878.
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The Carpenter and His Wood

“He is the Carpenter, and we are the wood.  His handiwork is
the dear, the holy cross, which is bound to follow upon the
teaching of the Gospel.  He plies His tools and works on us,
planes and carves us, in order to kill the old man within us.”

___________

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION
     Thank you to all who have participated in our social gatherings this
past year.  We enjoy planning these events for you so we can all get to
know each other better.  In the process we have a lot of good Christian
fun. 
     We are working on next year's schedule, and will have more on that
in the February newsletter.  For January we will undecorate the church
on Saturday, January 9th.  If you would like to help take the Christmas
decorations down and pack them away, we would appreciate the help. 
By the way, we hope you have enjoyed the new decorations that my
committee purchased and put together.  Thanks to Amy Johnson for
making many bows for the decor as well.
     January 17th will be our first brunch of 2016.  The brunches will be
in January, on Easter Sunday in March, in July, and in October.  All
will be on the third Sunday, except the Easter one, which will be
March 27th, the last Sunday in March.
    The new greeter and coffee server lists have been completed and are
found in this newsletter.  Please put your time(s) on your calendar.  If
we need to change your times on either list, just let Sandy know. 
Thanks so much for your cooperation with these duties.
     Finally, thanks to my great committee - Bonnie Lowry, Jana
Robertson, Julee Swanson, and Esther Post.  I appreciate you all so
much.

Sandy Rhodes, Director
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FELLOWSHIP COFFEE LIST 2016
Donuts are delivered, coffee will be made and juice will be in the
refrigerator. Napkins and cups are in the first cupboard on your
left in the restroom cupboards. Please find a substitute if you are
unable to serve at your scheduled time. Thank you. Sandy
Rhodes, 641-844-8219

January    3   Keven and Renee Kirk
                 10   Roger and Betty Westling
                 17   Brunch
                 24   Byron and Sandy Rhodes
                31    Rebecca Baedke, Craig Flanagan
February   7   Ken and Shirley Breinig   
                 14  Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson
                 21   Mike and Amy McKibben
                 28 Sam and Samantha Zoske
March   6   Dennis and Melanie Sickles
             13   Steve and Sue Runge
              20  Joe and Jana Robertson
              27   EASTER BRUNCH
April   3   Lou and Jan riese
             10  Warren and Gwen Nash
             17 Randy and Karen Frohwein
     24       Dorothy Lueders, Myrna Burmester
May   1   Shirley Ohlschlager, Anna Jass
           8   Richard and Bernita Zitzow
           15  Paul and Linda Schaper
           22  Pat and Bonnie Lowry
         29   Bob and Delores popp
June   5   Dennis and Kelly Smith
            12 Marjean Meyer, Ethel Tietje
           19   Mike and Eileen Stanley
          26  Bob and Janelle Shatava
July   3   Chuck and Leone Reisetter
           10  Adeline Brown, Barb Blake
          17   Brunch
          24   Nancy Dekock, Patty Collins
        31 Charles and Julee Swanson
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August  7   Chad and Shauna Callaway
                14  Dennis and Penney Hegdahl
               21  Don and Karen Denzler
              28   Ardis Wolfe, Margo Wildung
September   4  David and Karen Cary
                      11 Charles and Kiley Misek
                     18 Lou and Jan Riese
                     25   Randy and Karen Frohwein
October   2   Evelyn Gummert, Anna Jass
                     9  Millie Kosar, Deloris Clayton
                    16   Brunch
                   23  Kirk and Lisa Niehouse
                    30  Byron and Sandra Rhodes
November   6  Barb Blake, Adeline Brown
                      13  Stanley and Sandra Linsenmeyer
           20  Patrick and Emily Ryherd
           27 Myrna Burmester, Dorothy Lueders
December  4  Brandon and Rheba Yost
                      11  Brad and Kathy Pennington
                      18   Bruce and Lori Johnson
                      25  No Coffee

Epiphany, which comes from the
Greek word epiphaneia, means “an
appearance” or “a revealing.”  Centuries ago,
the church set aside January 6, the 12th day
after Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus
as Christ to the wise men, who were Gentiles. 
Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so the
revelation of the divine Christ to the non-
Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus came to
earth to save the whole world.

Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or three
crowns) and a globe or stylized portrayal of the world.  The color of
Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, hope and eternity.

On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until
Transfiguration Sunday.
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GREETERS LIST 2016
If you are unable to serve when you are scheduled, please find a
substitute or call Sandy Rhodes, 641-844-8219. Thank you.

January 3 Joe and Jana Robertson
10     Steve and Sue Runge
17     Paul and Linda Schaper
24    Bob and Janelle Shatava
31    Dick and Bernita Zitzow

February 7       Pat and Bonnie Lowry
                  14    Lou and Jan Riese
                  21     Barb Blake, Adeline Brown
                  28     Chad and Shauna Callaway
March       1    Myrna Burmester, Deloris Clayton
                    13   Patti Collins, Nancy DeKock
                   20   Don and Karen Denzler
                   27  Keith Egger, Jim Eipperle
April        3  Rebecca Baedke, Craig Flanagan
                 10  Karen and Randy Frohwein
                17   Evelyn Gummert, Anna Jass
               24    Dennis and Penney Hegdahl
May      1   Bruce and Lori Johnson
                8   Deloris Clayton, Karen Warnhoff
               15   Keven and Renee Kirk
              22    Millie Kosar, Dorothy Lueders
             29   Stanley and Sandra Linsenmeyer
June       5  Charles and Leone Reisetter
           12   Mike and Amy McKibben
           19  Charles and Kiley Misek
           26   Marjean Meyer, Ethel Tietje
July  3   Warren and Gwen Nash
        10   Kirk and Lisa Niehouse
        17   Brad and Kathy Pennington
        24   Gene Storjohann, John Studts
       31     Bob and Delores Popp
August   7   John and Johnathan Remster
              14   Byron and Sandy Rhodes
              21  Lou and Jan Riese
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A GOOD START
He who fritters away the early

morning, its opportunity and freshness, in
other pursuits than seeking God will make
poor headway seeking him the rest of the day. 
If God is not first in our thoughts and efforts
in the morning, he will be in the last place the
remainder of the day.

             28   Patrick and Emily Ryherd
September   4   Dennis and Melanie Sickles
                     11   Dennis and Kelly Smith
                   18  Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson
                  25  Sam and Samantha Zoske
October   2   Mike and Eileen Stanley
                9  Roger Mathews, Brian Mohr
             16   Charles and Julee Swanson
            23  Ethel Tietje, Mary Lu Wignall
           20   Roger and Betty Westling
November   6   Brandon and Rheba Yost
                      13   Margo Wildung, Marjean Meyer
                      20  Richard and Ardis Wolfe
                      27 David and Karen Cary
December 4   Joe and Jana Robertson
                   11  Rebecca Baedke, Craig Flanagan
                 18    Keven and Renee Kirk
                 25 Ken and Shirley Breinig
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Video Equipment Operator’s Schedule for 2016 

January 3 Pat Lowry
10 Charlie Swanson
17 Keven Kirk
24 Steve Runge
31 Max Nash

February 7 Mike Stubbs
14 Pat Lowry
21 Charlie Swanson
28 Keven Kirk

March 6 Steve Runge
13 Max Nash
20 Mike Stubbs
27 Pat Lowry

April 2 Charlie Swanson
10 Keven Kirk
17 Steve Runge
24 Max Nash

May 1 Mike Stubbs
8 Pat Lowry
15 Charlie Swanson
22 Keven Kirk
29 Steve Runge

June 5 Max Nash
12 Mike Stubbs
19 Pat Lowry
26 Charlie Swanson

July 3 Keven Kirk
10 Steve Runge
17 Max Nash
24 Mike Stubbs
31 Pat Lowry

August 7 Charlie Swanson
14 Keven Kirk
21 Steve Runge
28 Max Nash

September 4 Mike Stubbs
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11 Pat Lowry
18 Charlie Swanson
25 Keven Kirk

October 2 Steve Runge
9 Max Nash
16 Mike Stubbs
23 Pat Lowry
30 Charlie Swanson

November 6 Keven Kirk
13 Steve Runge
20 Max Nash
27 Mike Stubbs

December 4 Pat Lowry
11 Charlie Swanson
18 Keven Kirk
25 Steve Runge
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USHERING TEAMS FOR 2016

TEAM #1 TEAM #4
Gene Storjohann*474-2452 Roger Mathews* 753-0841
Dennis Sickels 752-7439 Grant Runge 752-6815
Brad Sickels 752-7439 Brian Mohr 753-5577
Jim Eipperle 752-1830 Steve Runge 752-6815
Sam Zoske 753-8567 Jason August 753-4960

Charles Misek           515-720-9939

TEAM #2 TEAM #5
Max Nash* 752-0304 Don Denzler* 752-6428
Brandon Yost    620-755-3781 Craig Flanagan 485-1120
Bruce Johnson 753-8239 Kirk Niehouse 753-4699
Dennis Smith 474-2333 John Remster 752-4933
Matt Smith 474-2333 Johnathan Remster     752-4933

TEAM #3 TEAM #6
Dennis Hegdahl* 752-8563 Ken Breinig* 753-7368
Keven Kirk 753-0142 Pat Lowry 753-3434
Charles Swanson 752-8428 Lou Riese 752-5318
Kyle Kirk 753-0142 Chad Callaway 366-3170
Randy Frohwein 483-2796 Byron Rhodes 844-8219

*Denotes Team Leader

MONTHLY SCHEDULE SPECIAL SERVICE
TEAM

January & July Team #1 Max Nash
February & August Team #2 Paul Schaper
March & September Team #4 Steve Runge
April & October Team #6
May & November Team #5
June & December Team #3

Do your part by attendance.  If you cannot usher on a certain Sunday during
your assigned month, it is up to you to get your own substitute.  If the team members
can’t cover you, find someone from another team.  Please stay in close
communication with your team captain.

Please contact Steve Runge @ 752-6815 if you have any questions or need
to change teams or months.
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, December 17, 2015

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at 7:02
PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the third Sunday
in Advent was read as an opening prayer.  John 10:22-42
served as a Bible study.

MEMBERS PRESENT: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex
Post; Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson; Board of Elders:
Steve Runge; Board of Stewardship: Brian Mohr; Board of
Assimilation: Sandy Rhodes; Director of Youth Ministry: Rheba
Yost and President Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Treasurer: Sam Zoske; Second Vice
President: Bruce Johnson and Board of Social Ministry: Nancy
DeKock. 
VACANT POSITIONS: First Vice President, Director of Parish
Education; Board of Evangelism and Board of Church
Property.

The agenda was accepted as presented.  The September 27,
2015, special meeting minutes were read.  Rheba motioned,
and Sandy seconded that the minutes be approved, with the
addition of Bruce Johnson being present at that meeting.  The
minutes of the previous month were read.  Rheba motioned,
with a second by Steve to approve the minutes as read, with
the additions of Chuck Misek and Myrna Burmester having
helped with the parsonage painting project.  Motion carried.

STATISTICAL REPORT:  Last month attendance averages
were: Sunday morning: 98; Wednesday evening: 21; Adult
Bible class: 32 and Sunday school: 10.  Member totals last
month were 322 Baptized and 258 Communicant. Increases
included Camilla Kosar, and Stanley and Sandra Linsenmeyer
by profession of faith; and the March baptism of Nova Grace
Post.  Tammy, Alisha and Zachary Halverson transferred out. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT:  Sam Zoske absent.  Charles Swanson
presented financial reports.  Rheba motioned, Sandy seconded
to approve the financial reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

BOARD OF ELDERS: Director Steven Runge, reported the
Elders met December 10 with Pastor Post and seven (7) elders
in attendance:
1. Pastor led devotions and continued the study of the
book, "Pastors and Elders".
2. Communion assignments were designated for next
month.
3. Pastor Post made 28 pastoral care visits last month. 
4. A letter with the Holiday service schedule was mailed to
all members.
5. Elders continued to review the 2016 budget.
6. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, January 14
at 7:00 PM.

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: Director Brian Mohr reported the
gift cards were mailed to Fort Wayne Seminary in the amount
of $370 for seminary students.  2016 contribution envelopes
are available for members. 

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION: Director Sandy Rhodes reported
of upcoming events:
January 9, the church Christmas decorations will be packed
away.  January 17 will be a pot luck brunch following worship
service.  This board plans to meet January 9 to plan coming
activities.  An Easter brunch will be following the March 27
Easter worship service.  Jana completed the greeter and
server lists which will be published in the newsletter.

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY: Director Nancy DeKock was
absent.  
A gift box from the Emergency Food Box will be picked up and
delivered to the Gatwech family.  Serving help will again be
needed when Redeemer serves the evening meal at the House
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of Compassion on Tuesday, January 5, 2016.

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION:  Position vacant.  

BOARD OF YOUTH MINISTRY:  Rheba Yost reported a youth
conference will be held in Carlise, Friday, January 8 beginning
at 7 pm through Saturday, January 9 at 3 pm.  Rheba will
contact youth Nyapukah, Olivia, Jacob, Jonathan, Nyadoar,
Natalie, Diew, Eysak, and Angus and their parents about plans
and encourage each to attend.  July 2016 Higher Things
Conference will be July 5 - 8, 2016.  Parents are encouraged
to support all youth to attend.

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTY: Position vacant.   

PRESIDENT REPORT: Keith reported Redeemer received
$348 Thrivent Choice Dollars at the beginning of this month,
making $3,600 the total received in 2015.  Pastor Post
arranged an organ demonstration at St John's in Hubbard, on
Saturday, January 2, 2016 at 9:00 am.  Contact Pastor Post if
interested in attending.

OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  The Men's Room Remodeling project was completed by
Hay Construction.  Barb Blake is purchasing paint and
members will paint the remaining walls to be painted.   
2.  Sandy learned from Keven Kirk that Wayne Tietje had
donated locks for the parsonage, which Keven will install. 
Keven will install a kitchen vent fan.  Floors will be refinished in
January.  Plans are for the main bathroom sink and counter to
be replaced after February.

NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Brian motioned and Rheba seconded the Annual Meeting
be held on Sunday, February 14, following the worship service. 
Motion carried.
2.  The 2016 budget was reviewed.
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This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, January 21,
2015 at 7:00 PM.  Steve motioned and Brian seconded to
adjourn the meeting at 8:51 pm and meeting closed with
Luther's Evening Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca J Baedke

FEBRUARY 14, 2015
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Jesus Calling
Devotions for Every Day of the Year by Sara Young

COME TO ME with a teachable spirit, eager to be changed.  A
close walk with Me is a life of continual newness.  Do not cling
to old ways as you step into a new year.  Instead, seek My Face
with an open mind, knowing that your journey with Me involves
being transformed by the renewing of your mind.  As you focus
your thought on Me, be aware that I am fully attentive to you.  I
see you with a steady eye, because My attention span is infinite. 
I know and understand you completely; My thoughts embrace you
in everlasting Love.  I also know the plans I have for you: plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.  Give yourself fully to this adventure of increasing
attentiveness to My Presence.

Romans 12:2; Jeremiah 29:11

The Soul Wound of Abortion
BY DIANE E. SCHROEDER, FORMER PRESIDENT OF

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
Abortion is a loss that wounds the soul. Mothers of aborted children

lose not only their child but also a vision of themselves as nurturers and
caregivers. They often condemn themselves for failing to protect their child
from those whom they see as destroying their opportunity to be a mother —
whether it be a boyfriend, husband, parent or, of course, the abortionist.
Many fathers are torn apart because they were unable to protect their
unborn child. Grandparents, friends and siblings of aborted children also
suffer losses of relationships and self-esteem. 

For all the millions of walking wounded in our society, for those
who have had an abortion or have been affected by an abortion decision,
there is a Word of Hope — Lutherans For Life’s healing ministry. Word of
Hope connects men and women who are “soul wounded” through the act of
abortion to the forgiveness and healing that comes only through knowing
that God loves you and sent His Son to free you from the guilt of all sin —
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including abortion. 
Word of Hope started in 1991. Its mission is quite simple: to bring

the healing of Jesus Christ to those whose hearts are broken by abortion.
Word of Hope answers the question so many have: “Do you really think
God can forgive me for this, even taking my baby’s life?” The answer is a
resounding YES! Scripture assures us of God’s love and forgiveness even
when we feel unworthy. “But God shows His love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Word of Hope receives an average of 275 calls per month and
between five and ten emails per day from women and men in need of help
— in need of someone who will listen to what they are feeling. They need
to talk to someone who won’t judge them, but instead help them realize that
they are not alone and to offer hope and healing through Christ. 

Many women call because they are pregnant and considering
abortion. Some are being pressured to abort by boyfriends, parents, friends
and sometimes even doctors. These women need to be told about the help
available to them through their local pregnancy center. They need to
understand that abortion is forever and will not solve their problem. It will
make their situation worse. 

All who call Word of Hope are treated with respect and
compassion. We listen to their story and offer spiritual counsel. Those
involved in an abortion decision need to hear over and over about the love
of Christ and that through Him, they are forgiven. (The forgiveness is there.
It is real. They need to hold on to it.) Word of Hope is there for you, your
family and friends, your church — all who are searching for healing
following an abortion. You can help get the word out!  

i Establish a link to Word of Hope on your church’s website
(lutheransforlife.org/about/word-of-hope or word-of-hope.org).  

i Ads, posters, and bulletin announcements are available at
lutheransforlife.org/ media/downloads.  

i Post-abortion resources from Lutherans For Life are available
through Concordia Publishing House (cph.org) and at
lutheransforlife.org/life-issues/after-theabortion. 

You can be the one who connects a grieving mother — or father — to the
healing they so desperately need.
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