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ASKING the RIGHT QUESTIONS
by John Pless

CONFRONTED BY THE INEVITABLE approach of death,
Christians may be confronted with situations where it is highly
improbable that continued medical therapy will produce beneficial
results for the patient.  It may even be that these procedures subject
the dying person to further risk, are costly or are experimental in
nature.  In such cases, Christians guided by the truth that we are
always to care and never to kill are often faced with difficult
decisions.  Mindful of the fact that “we [are not to] hurt or harm
our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every
physical need” (Explanation to the Fifth Commandment in the
Small Catechism), it is suggested that Christians consider the
following questions when they must make decisions for
themselves or others.  These questions might be discussed with
family members, medical professionals and one’s pastor.
! What is the medical prognosis given by the attending

physician(s)?  Has a “second opinion” been sought?  Does
this opinion confirm or call into question the original
prognosis?

! Have the patient’s vital processes already begun to shut
down, indicating that death is inevitable barring divine
intervention?

! Is treatment being discontinued to hasten death
(hence”choosing death”) or because the treatment itself has
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become burdensome with no realistic hope of recovery?
! Are there other pressures being applied that would tilt the

bias toward death, such as the need for the patient’s organs
for transplantation?

! Is adequate physical care (nutrition and hydration)
provided for the dying person even when treatment is
discontinued or life systems are withdrawn?

! What spiritual advice and guidance has been provided by
the pastor on the basis of the Holy Scriptures?

Family members should not think that they have to make
decisions immediately, even though there may be pressures from
medical personnel to do so.  It may be helpful for the family to
meet with the pastor outside of the medical facility in order to have
a more prayerful, non-clinical setting for deliberation.  When there
is doubt about how to proceed, it is advised that we exercise a bias
for life.  It is better to err on the side of life than death.

Let your pastor help
The Pastoral Care Companion focuses the work of pastoral

care of the dying and their families in circumstances where
decisions will need to be made at the end of life: “Care of the
irretrievably dying always includes provision of those ordinary
items needed to sustain life (nutrition and hydration).  Once the
dying person’s vital processes have ceased their spontaneous
functions, the decision may be made to discontinue the use of
artificial means to prolong life or extraordinary forms of
treatment... Trusting in the sure promises of our Lord’s
resurrection, the pastor will use God’s Word to comfort and
strengthen family members as they commend their dying loved
ones to the hands of a merciful Savior.”  Pastors will shepherd
Christians through terrain where decisions cannot so easily be
classified as “right” or “wrong,” with the realization that there
does come a time when we should no longer grab at this life as
though it could be maintained forever.

Our confidence lies not in our ability to make perfect
decisions in life-and-death matters where the boundaries are often
blurred, but in Jesus Christ, who holds us in His merciful hands. 
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Even our best decisions can be faulty.  We also trust in His
forgiveness for the wrong decisions made out of ignorance or with
minds darkened by sin.  The Christian lives only by the promise
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin (see 1 John 1:7).

Heeding the Lord’s call
When natural life is clearly ending, neither seeking death

nor in futile desperation attempting to thwart or delay the
inevitable, the Christian heeds the call of the Lord.  In this sense,
we may speak with Paul Althaus, a German Luther scholar of the
last century, of the vocation to die: “To die willingly means to
accept God as God, to honor Him as the One who alone has
immortality, who is God by the very fact that He gives us life and
has the right to take it back.  We die to honor God.  This is true all
the more because He wants to be praised through our faith, and
nothing calls for faith as much as dying.  There is no other divine
service like that in which man, with all his hopes and desires, with
all his thirst for life, obediently submits to God’s call to die, and in
his own end relies on God, commits himself into his hands of the
Invisible when all things visible fade away.  The perfection of the
Son of God lies in His obedience to death.  So we, too, must
joyfully accept as God’s grace that He calls us to the divine service
of dying.  By our death we are allowed to give praise to God.” 
With faith in God’s promise to provide His children with the
resurrection of the body to life everlasting, we can face death as
the gateway to life everlasting with Him.
............................................................................................................
Excerpted from Mercy at Life’s End: A Guide for Laity and Their Pastors.  Available for
free download at lcms.org/life.

The Rev. John T. Pless (john.pless@ctsfw.edu) is assistant professor of Pastoral Ministry
and Missions and director of Field Education at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne, Ind.
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USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
       Warren Nash, Brandon Yost,
       Bruce Johnson, Dennis Smith,
       Matt Smith

GREETERS
February 5 Barb Blake, Ardis Wolf

12 Myrna Burmester, Millie Kosar
19 Chad and Shauna Callaway
26 Randy and Susan Baker

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
February 5 Dennis and Melanie Sickels

12 Dennis and Kelly Smith
19 Sam and Samantha Zoske
26 David and Karen Cary

ATTENDING ELDERS
February 5 Pat Lowry, Steve Runge

8 Roger Mathews
19 Brad Sickels, Dennis Sickels
22 Steve Runge
26 Roger Mathews, Chad Callaway

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
February 5 Steve Runge

12 Warren Nash
19 Mike Stubbs
26 Pat Lowry
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"Thoughtful notes, phone calls, selfless
actions create warm, happy memories
that last a lifetime."

The ladies of Redeemer are busy
each Monday morning working on quilts
in the Parish Hall.  They are grateful to
Rose Trent of Heinz Hall, IVH who

donated lots of material for the quilts.  Thanks Rose; for your
thoughtfulness.  Thanks also to Luella Weber who works on quilts
at her home. 

The 2017 LWML booklets were distributed at our January
meeting.  Please check your church box if you were not present. 
Thanks Linda, Deloris and Barb for your work on these calendars.

We appreciate Millie Kosar volunteering to be our Vice
President for 2017.

We will receive donations for the Easter Lilies just like we
did for the Poinsettias at Christmas time.  Nancy DeKock will
coordinate this project.  She will have a sign up sheet for all who
wish to order a Lily.

Our LWML will serve the March 15th and March 29th
Lenten suppers.  More information on this will be in the March
newsletter.

Thanks to John Studts for his donation of many items for
our kitchen.

On Thursday, Feb. 9th @ 9:00 AM we will be in the
kitchen packing Valentine boxes for our college students.  Please
call Delores Popp (753-3131) with names and addresses. We don't
want to overlook anyone.

The Altar Committee has received an oil supply for the
candles.  Filling these candles takes time and patience and this is
much appreciated.

February Quarterly meeting will be held Thursday, Feb.
16th @ 9:30 AM.  Membership and Banner will serve. All ladies
of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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ASSIMILATION NEWS

January 7th we took down the Christmas decorations
and packed them away until next December.  Thanks to all
who helped with this project.  We also had our first brunch
of 2017 on Sunday, January 15th.  If you went away hungry,
you shouldn't have.  The variety and amount of food that
you all bring for these brunches is amazing and appreciated.

We have a change of plans for February's social
event.  Since we just had a bowling party for Pastor's
birthday, and since baby boy Post is due around the
scheduled date(so Pastor, who loves bowling, might not be
available to come), we are postponing the bowling party for
now.   Instead, we will have a game night at church from 4-
7 P.M., which some of you have expressed you would like
more of anyway.  We will have Court Whist, 500, board
games, and other options.  Please bring a light snack to
share.  Drinks will be provided.  Once again, that is
February 19th from 4-7 P.M. - game night at the church.

Looking ahead a bit – March will find us having light
suppers before Lenten services, starting March 8th.  No
supper on Ash Wednesday, March 1st.  Sign-up sheets will
be on the bulletin board for congregational members to
bring salads and desserts in mid- February.  Again, please
join us for a warm supper and good Christian fellowship. 
Always feel welcome to bring a friend(s) as well.

Until next month.............
Sandy Rhodes, Dir. Of Assimilation
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“In the world you will have
tribulation” (John 16:33).  “They
will lay their hands on and
persecute you ...” (Luke 21:12a).  

Still Standing but Not Standing Still
by Rev. Michael W. Salemink

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it” (Matthew 7:24-27).

The storms will come—with hurricane force.
Jesus guarantees that “In the world you will have tribulation

(John 16:33).  “[T]hey will lay their hands on and persecute you ...”
(Luke 21:12a).  The clouds will swell, and the thunder will roll.  The
lightning will strike and
frighten.  The rains will
fall, and the floods will
rush and rise.  The wind
will blow and beat against
us, no matter where or
how we hide, whether on
rock and in sand.  We
cannot avoid or outrun sin and death because it resides inside us.  We
have fallen, and the whole world broke long ago.

Yet the Rock won’t move.  The Rock does not move.  He
does not change or fail.  Our all-knowing Architect has spread around
and over us a shelter that will not fall, not even at the shaking and
shouting of the weakened and weeping ones within.  The stricken
Cornerstone streams perpetual waters of atonement, absolution, and
acceptance.  Having already swallowed death down along with
humankind’s guilt and buried it beneath His resurrection, Jesus Christ
has no death left in Him and allows none near His own.  Bravely and
gratefully we keep sharing what He continues showing us, that all
persons are worth it despite the cost and opposition, every one
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on January 3rd.  Your
willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2017 we will cook and
serve the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, February 7th.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in
the past for cooking, serving and working at the House of
Compassion.

precious for His grace’s sake and not dependent upon appearance or
age or ability.  The Rock holds and His house prevails.

He has christened this ark of ours for filling with neighbors
instead of animals.  Here we stand, not to look down on but to reach
out to.  For those around us whose foundations have flushed away,
we get to shine light.  We will fling Gospel doors open and invite in
those drowning in deception, dread, and regret.  Let us tear back all
shades and throw up every window that anyone endangered by sin’s
grip and death’s threats may be saved—and loved.

— Life Date, Winter 2016

8



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, January 19, 2017

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:08 PM. The Collect for the Second Sunday after Epiphany
was read as an opening prayer.  President Egger led a Bible
Study of John 15:8-21.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Elders Director: Steve Runge;
Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Assimilation Director:
Sandy Rhodes; Social Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock;
Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church Property
Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.

Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Pastor Alex Post; Treasurer Sam Zoske and Evangelism
Director: Janelle Shatava.
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

The agenda was accepted as presented.  Rheba motioned
to approve the minutes of the previous month and Nancy
seconded.  Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 93; Wednesday evening: 24; Sunday
school 13 and Adult Bible class: 36.  Member totals from last
month were 331 Baptized and 264 Communicant, reflecting
the death of Adeline Brown on December 14.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske absent. Charles Swanson
presented a year end summary and financial reports which
were reviewed.  Brian motioned and Rheba seconded to
approve the financial reports as submitted.  Motion carried.
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Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met January 12 with Pastor Post and 7 elders in attendance.
1. Devotions continued of Luther's Large Catechism.
2. Communion assistants for next month were

scheduled.
3. Pastor Post made 28 pastoral care visits last month.
4. A Child And Youth Protection Policies was received

from Grinnell Mutual intended to help protect children
and youth from abuses by church volunteers and
employees. It was reviewed and decided these
policies were more extensive than needed for our
congregation.

5. The next meeting of the Elders will be Thursday,
February 9, 2017 at 7:00 PM.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported the
contribution statements were completed and will mailed out.
Lutherans for Life donations will be collected in the coming
weeks. Most all of the 2017 contribution envelopes have
been picked up.

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes reported

1. The church decorations were taken down and placed
in storage on January 7.

2. Brunch was enjoyed following the worship service on
Sunday, January 15.4.  

3. Sunday, February 19 will be a game and cards night
from 4 - 7 pm. Everyone may bring snacks to share.

4. At 5:45 pm on March 8 Lenten soup suppers will
begin and continue through April 5. The Assimilation
board will serve on Wednesdays March 8, 22 and
April 5.  LWML will serve on Wednesdays March 15
and 29.
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5. April 16 a brunch will follow the Easter worship
service.

6. May 21, during the Sunday school and Bible class
hour, flowers will be planted which will then be
delivered to those shut in and residents of local
nursing and rehab facilities.

7. A progressive picnic is being planned for Sunday,
June 25.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported 

1. January 3 thirty-nine persons were served a meal at
the House of Compassion.

2. Tuesday, February 7, Redeemer will again serve a
meal at the House of Compassion and volunteers will
be appreciated.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Adult instruction
classes began on Saturday, January 14, and anyone wishing
to attend please contact Pastor Post.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava reported in
her absence this board annual report has been submitted to
our church secretary.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost reported
Pastor is making contacts to determine who may be
available to attend the Higher Things conference.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington reported
1. Rich Mohon and he had reviewed the new insurance

policy.
2. A facility inspection was conducted with a Grinnell

Mutual representative.
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3. A banner on the back wall of the sanctuary was re-
hung to be straightened.

4. A ceiling flood lamp was replaced over the lectern.
5. Stained glass panels were inspected in the chancel

area with noted deficiency.
6. A copy of facility building plans was made and will be

kept stored off site.
7. Thermostats were programmed in the sanctuary,

fellowship  and Sunday school areas.
8. Loose panels on the air conditioner units were

fastened.
9. Water is sitting on the flat roof membrane.
10. Furnace units were cleaned, inspected and repaired

by Ethington Heating & Cooling.
11. Requested certificates of liability insurance from ABM

Janitorial and Fisher Trucking.
12. A lever was replaced on a basement restroom toilet.
13. Ben Barker will begin as a new member of the Church

Property board.
14. A building use policy will be finalized in the coming

weeks.
15. Plans are being made for pew alterations for use by

anyone with limited mobility.

President Report: Keith reported a new UHF antenna for the
wireless microphone was installed last week and appears to
be working much better with the sound system.

Old Business:
1. Rheba reported the photo directory will have a few
additions and be reviewed for accuracy prior to being
submitted to the printer.

New Business:
1. The budget was reviewed. Brian motioned and Rheba

seconded for a budget of $218,636 to be presented to

12



ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, February 12, 2017

10:10 AM

LOVE NOTES

When it comes to relationships, kids quotes are priceless:
# “I love you so much that even God is amazed!”
# “Dear Mom, I love when you spend time with

you.”  (A mom can only dream!)
# “I’m sorry that I’ve been chasing you outside.  If

you start to like me, I will not chase you.”
# Responding to a note that asked, “Do you like

me?” a child wrote, “I don’t know.  I don’t know
myself yet.  Plus I’m under a lot of stress at home
so, I can’t tell.  P.S. You don’t know yourself until
you’re 18.”

voters for consideration at the Annual Meeting. Motion
carried.

2. Rheba motioned and Brian seconded to approve the
Agenda for the Annual Meeting. Motion carried, with
two descending votes.

This Church Council will next meet on Thursday, February
16, 2017, at 7:00 pm. Steve motioned and Rheba seconded
to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 pm.  Motion carried.  The
Lord's Prayer closed the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca J Baedke
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SOUP BOWL LUNCHEON
supporting house of compassion

Sunday
March 12, 2017

11:30 am - 2:00 pm

St. Henry’s Church
211 W. Olive Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158

$10/person
$25/families of 3+ persons

Come enjoy a bowl of soup in a dish that is yours to keep! 
Each piece is hand thrown and unique in size, shape and color.
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