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Ashes on Ash Wednesday

Dear saints in Christ Jesus at Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Marshalltown: 

Soon, our 40 day season of repentance, fasting, prayer, and
almsgiving will begin. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Why is
that Wednesday known as “Ash” Wednesday? Here is a helpful bit
from The Altar Guild Manual: 
“The name “Ash Wednesday” comes from a practice originating in the Middle
Ages of ashes being sprinkled over the heads of those who came to church and
went to confession. Today ashes are applied to the forehead in the shape of a
cross. Ordinarily, the ashes come from palms that were blessed on Palm Sunday
the year before. Both this rite and the traditional readings for the day call for an

attitude of humility and repentance.” 

Here are some brief questions and answers to help us think
about the practice of offering ashes on Ash Wednesday:

Q: Does the Bible command or forbid the use of ashes?

A: Certainly not. Ashes are a practice we call “adiaphora,”
which means that God neither commands nor forbids their use.
Ashes certainly do not convey forgiveness, because God does not
attach His promise to them. However, they can be a helpful
reminder of our sin and our mortality and our need for humble
repentance and forgiveness. In the great and evil city of Nineveh,
even the king “covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes” as
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a sign of repentance after everyone heard Jonah’s preaching (Jonah
3:6). 

Q: What if I don’t want ashes on Ash Wednesday?

A: You don’t have to! Nobody should feel like they have
to. Ashes are offered for anyone who would desire them as a
visible reminder that a) I am a sinner in need of forgiveness, b) I
come in humble repentance before God, and c) I am mortal and I
need Jesus to give me eternal life. After you come home from the
service, wash the ashes off your forehead, and remember that you
are baptized, and that God washes away your sins for the sake of
Jesus Christ through water and the Holy Spirit! 

Q: Aren’t ashes a Roman Catholic practice?

A: Ashes were used in the Christian Church long before the
Pope or the Roman Catholic denomination. For example, Job is
one of the oldest books of the Bible, and Job wore ashes as an
outward sign of his inner repentance. “Therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.” (42:6) Although we disagree with
the fundamental teachings of the Roman Catholic church, we still
have in common the liturgy, Scripture readings, Baptism, the
Lord’s Supper, and other things that are promised by Jesus in His
Word. 

Q: Isn’t it wrong to have something like ashes that “may be
seen by others?” Shouldn’t you “anoint your head and wash your
face,” so that your repentant humility “may not be seen by others
but by your Father who is in secret?”

A: This is an excellent passage from Matthew 6:16-18, and
it has to do with fasting, not with applying ashes to the forehead in
the sign of the cross. We should not flaunt our ashes, as if to
appear to be more holy than others, but should see them as humble
reminders of our sin, like other symbols, such as candles, remind
us of Jesus Who is the Light of the world, or such as the crucifix,
reminds us that Jesus died to forgive our sins. 
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Q: What will it be like if I come to worship and receive
ashes on Ash Wednesday?

A: Your Pastor will be at the back of the church as you
come in, offering ashes to anyone who desires them. He’ll make
the sign of the cross with ashes on your forehead and say,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
(Genesis 3:19) 

Remember that I am always available to hear your
confession privately and to speak God’s Absolution and
forgiveness to you, especially if there’s a particular sin that is
troubling you. I am sworn to maintain absolute confidentiality
concerning all sins and confessors, and I am called to speak to you
God’s gracious words: “as far as the east is from the west, so far
does He remove our transgressions from us.” God’s Blessings to
you and your family as we prepare to observe the season of Lent,
counting down to Easter, confessing our sins to our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died so that we could live. 

— Pastor Alex Post

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
Dennis Smith       Brandon Yost    Bruce Johnson
Matt Smith            Roger Westling

GREETERS
February 7 Pat and Bonnie Lowry

14     Lou and Jan Riese
21     Barb Blake, Adeline Brown
28    Chad and Shauna Callaway

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
February 7 Ken and Shirley Breinig

14    Vicky Stanfield, Deb Thompson
21     Mike and Amy McKibben
28    Sam and Samantha Zoske
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THE GREATEST LOVE OF
ALL

On Valentine’s Day we
remember that God is the
source of all love in the world. 
His prefect love for us has
made all human love possible.

ATTENDING ELDERS
February 7 Ken Breinig, Dennis Sickels

10     (Ash Wed) Roger Mathews, Pat Lowry
21     Brad Sickels, Charlie Swanson
24    Steve Runge, Charlie Swanson

  28 Chad Callaway, Charles Misek

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
February 7 Mike Stubbs

14     Pat Lowry
21     Charlie Swanson
28    Keven Kirk

COMMUNION WARE
February  7 Joe and Jana Robertson

21 Steve and Sue Runge
2 Millie Kosar
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Love is a reflection of what's inside of you. 
Reflect beauty, kindness and charity.

Want a new winter project?  Come
join the quilters every Monday morning in
the Parish Hall.  The ladies are always
busy cutting and sewing and will
appreciate help.  Finished quilts are now

being taken to the Orphan Grain Train Branch located at the
Clemons School.  Thanks go to Brad Pennington who has been
delivering the finished quilts to Clemons.  Luella Weber also
works on quilt tops at her home.

A warm welcome to Millie Kosar who has joined the
LWML.  She will be helping Ethel Tietje with Altar Circle duties.

Thanks to Barb Blake and Linda Smith who prepared the
2016 LWML booklets.  Check your box in the Parish Hall for
your copy. 

Shirley Ohlschlager is ordering a few more boxes of
greeting cards.  Check the table in the Parish Hall for the new
supply to arrive soon.

Many letters of thanks were received from the recipients
of our December Mission Grants, $3,200.

The LWML will be sending Valentine Boxes again to our
college students on Feb. 10th.  Please call Delores Popp,
641-753-3131, with names and addresses.  We do not want to
overlook any of our young people.

Our quarterly meeting will be held THURSDAY, FEB.
18th at 9:30 AM.  A representative from the Emergency Food Box
will tell us about their services.  Please bring an item, or two, to
donate to the Food Box.  Everyone is welcome.

Delores Popp
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BOARD OF ASSIMILATION

For the first six months of 2016, these are the activities that we
have planned:

January - The church was undecorated and the first brunch was held.

February 17 - The first Lenten supper, featuring maidrites.  (We are
changing the menu up a bit in 2016.)  Serving time will be 5:45-6:30
P.M.  No sandwiches will be needed this year, but we will have
sign-up sheets for side dishes, like salads, fresh vegetables and fruit,
deviled eggs, chips, etc.  We typically serve 40-45.

February 24 - Second Lenten supper, featuring Subway sandwiches.   
                                                                      
March 2 - Third Lenten supper, featuring a ham and potato casserole
dish.
March 9 - Fourth Lenten supper, featuring pulled pork sandwiches. 

March 16 - Our last Lenten supper, featuring soup(s).

March 27 - Easter Breakfast - LWML in charge, assisted by the
Board of Assimilation.

April 10 - 3:00 - Bowling at the Totem Bowl. We are hopeful that we
can have an area to play Court Whist, or other games at the bowling
alley for those who do not choose to bowl. More details on this later.

May 15 - During the SS hour, our children and adults will do flower
plantings similar to last year to distribute to our shut ins and some
other nursing home residents.

June 16 - We will take you out to the ball game in D.M. for a 7:08
P.M. game.  Ticket cost $8.

Check your newsletter each month for more details on the planned
activities.  Please join us as often as you can.  

Sandy Rhodes and the Board of Assimilation
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on January 5th. 
Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we will be 
cooking and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next
serving date is Tuesday, February 2nd.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m.
and serving begins at 4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Nancy DeKock, 753-7878.

Did You Know?

Though only a legend, the story of Luther hurling an inkwell at
the devil, has a connection to truth.  Luther regularly engaged
in intense spiritual warfare as he furthered the Reformation.

___________

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book

AN EARLY START TO SPRING CLEANING...
Although Lent starts early this year, before spring

appears in many areas, it’s an appropriate time for spring
cleaning.  Indeed, Lent comes from old German and English
words for “spring.”  So, while it might be too soon to open
windows or hang clothes on the line, now is the ideal time for
some spiritual spring cleaning.

Lent calls us to examine our beliefs, confess and
dispose of old grudges and selfish habits, dust off our Bibles
for a new routine of study and prayer, air out our hearts and
brighten up our attitudes.  “Lent cleaning” lets the Holy Spirit
freshen our faith — and it’s never too early for that.
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ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, February 14, 2016

10:15 AM

Ash Wednesday is February 10th. 
Worship Jesus with us at 7 p..m. as we
hear His Word, receive His Sacrament,
and wear (optional) ashes made with
the sign of the cross on your forehead;
“for dust you are, and to dust you shall
return.”  We are mortal and must die. 

Yet Jesus has conquered death for us and gives us His
immortality!

Lenten Wednesday Services, 7 p.m. —
We will hear our Lenten midweek
services about the Places of the Passion
of our Lord Jesus Christ: The Upper
Room, Gethsemane, The Betrayal, The
Courtyard, and The Trial.

“O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast; Inspire
repentance for our sins And free us from our past.  You strove
with Satan, and You won; Your faithfulness endured; Lend us
Your nerve Your skill and trust In God’s eternal Word. Though
parched and hungry, yet You prayed And fixed Your mind
above so teach us to deny ourselves, Since we have known
God’s love.  Be with us through this season Lord, And all our
earthly days, That when the final Easter dawns, We join in
heaven’s praise!”
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Physician-Assisted suicide: Death with Dignity?
Rev. Kevin E. Voss, DVM, PHD, Associate Professor of Philosophy

and Director of Concordia Center for Bioethics, Concordia
University, Mequon, Wisconsin 

Member, LCMS Sanctity of Human Life Committee

“TAKING A STAND FOR LIFE” involves all life-and-death
issues, those at the beginning and at the end of life. One of the most
contentious topics in health care today is physician assisted suicide
(PAS), also known as physician-assisted death or aid in dying.
According to the website of Compassion and Choices (formerly
known as the Hemlock Society), five states have authorized PAS,
either through a ballot measure, legislative action, or judicial ruling.
Those states are Oregon, Washington, Montana, Vermont, and New
Mexico; 27 states and the District of Columbia are currently
considering bills to legalize PAS. 

Physician-assisted suicide is a process whereby patients with
terminal diseases, who are deemed to have less than six months to
live, can make legal requests of physicians to help them end their
lives. This is typically accomplished with a prescription for a lethal
overdose of barbiturates. According to Oregon’s Death with Dignity
Act (DWDA), one of the first laws of that type to be passed in the
country and used as a model by other states, the prescribing physician
is protected from liability and criminal action, a second physician’s
opinion is needed, there must be a written request and two oral
requests separated by a 15-day waiting period, and counseling is
required if a doctor deems the patient to be suffering from
depression. Patients are not required to notify their families of this
decision. Once the medication is taken, most deaths occur within
three hours, although they may take longer. Since the DWDA was
enacted in Oregon in 1997, 859 people have ended their lives this
way, 105 of those deaths taking place in 2014 alone. According to the
Oregon Public Health Division, prescriptions written for PAS are
going up every year. For example, 121 were written in 2013 and 155
in 2014 (a 28% increase). 
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Why All the Attention Now? 
Last year an emotional video featuring Brittany Maynard, a

29-year-old woman with terminal brain cancer, “went viral” on the
internet. Brittany told the world about her decision to take her own
life on November 1, 2014, which she eventually did. The video,
promoted by Compassion and Choices, portrayed Brittany as an
adventurous, spirited woman who lived life to the full and loved to
travel to exotic locations. Her mother called her “larger than life.”
Brittany said that what is important in life is to “seize the day,” and
if people cannot do the things they cherish, life is not worth living. 
Two chief arguments often given for legalization of PAS are
autonomy and mercy. Autonomy means that each person has the right
to self-determination. In the medical realm, it is the idea that “I have
the right to say what happens to my own body.” It is the dominant
ethical principle in today’s health care. In most cases, physicians
need an authorization by a patient or the patient’s decision maker to
conduct tests and carry out treatment plans. Autonomy appeals to our
human tendency to want to be in control of our lives; it is a very
persuasive concept. Mercy, or compassion for those who are
suffering, is another powerful argument. Many people feel that
society should allow a compassionate, pain-free death for those with
terminal illnesses. 
While autonomy and mercy are prominent arguments for PAS, other
people are concerned about the wave of PAS legislation currently
sweeping our country. Maggie Karner, former director of LCMS Life
Ministry and chair of the LCMS Sanctity of Human Life Committee,
responded to Brittany’s video with one of her own. Maggie was
diagnosed with the same brain cancer as Brittany, but Maggie clearly
indicated that she was not going to take her life. She urged Brittany
not to be pressured by any arbitrary date to kill herself. While
ardently pro-life, Maggie did a masterful job of using non-religious
themes to encourage Brittany to “come off that ledge” and “not to
leap.” Maggie emphasized that the world would be a poorer place
without Brittany and that families can be strengthened by caring for
someone with a fatal illness. She said that some good might come out
of this distressing situation if Brittany were to enroll in a clinical trial
so others with the same condition could benefit. (Ironically, shortly
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after Brittany died, the television news program “60 Minutes”
described how Duke University was using the polio virus to treat
certain forms of brain cancer.) 

How Can We Take a Stand? 
Given this background information, how then can we take a

stand for life against the seemingly unstoppable effort to legalize
PAS? One method is to do as Maggie has done and use non-religious
arguments to persuade others not to support “death with dignity”
laws. This method is appropriate if religious perspectives cannot gain
a hearing in a specific setting, such as in a professional association
meeting. It is helpful to know that two powerful secular viewpoints
oppose legalization of PAS. Physicians, as a group, object to the fact
that they are involved in the killing. The Hippocratic Oath says,
“Neither will I administer a poison to anybody when asked to do so,
nor will I suggest such a course.” Doctors have traditionally been
concerned with healing and doing good for their patients; therefore,
most of them are troubled when their noble profession will be
morally implicated in intentional patient deaths. Similarly,
pharmacists object to the fact that they will be caught up in the
suicides of patients when they must dispense lethal medications in
compliance with a doctor’s prescription. 

A second influential, non-religious viewpoint opposes PAS
because of the potential for adverse social consequences. One
concern is that society will unlikely stop with “modest” proposals of
PAS. Some fear that PAS for decisional patients will lead to PAS for
those who cannot make medical decisions for themselves, such as the
developmentally disabled. Then that might lead to forms of voluntary
active euthanasia, during which a decisional patient requests a
physician to give them a lethal injection. Then that might lead to non-
voluntary euthanasia; Belgium has already permitted active
euthanasia of children with serious illnesses. This is the so-called
slippery slope argument, which is valid if it can be shown that it is
reasonable to expect that the first step “down the hill” will inevitably
lead to the bottom. A second social concern is the likelihood of PAS
abuse, neglect, and mistake. For example, some minority groups are
troubled that they will be disproportionately pressured into PAS as
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compared to whites. There is also a real worry that hospice programs
might suffer in jurisdictions that allow PAS. The concern is that
rather than receiving adequate pain control and individualized care,
terminal patients will be encouraged to take the “easy way out.” 

A second way of standing for life is to proclaim clearly who
you are, what you believe, and why. As Christians, we are to be “the
salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-14,
ESV). Sometimes we need to stop pussyfooting around and stand up
for the truth. We know that death is an enemy, not something to be
embraced as “part of the circle of life.” Our Lord defeated death at
the great cost of His life on the cross. Death cannot win. Death is not
just an aspect of science or biology; it is a spiritual matter. Professor
John Pless writes in his booklet Mercy at Life’s End: A Guide for
Laity and Their Pastors (available free of charge at lcms.org/life),
“Easter robs death of the dignity it claims for itself. We are freed
from the mythologies of our culture that would seek to give us power
over death. Easter gives us something far better. Easter gives us a
sure and certain word: Jesus died for your sins. God has raised Him
from the dead. The grave cannot hold Him and neither will it be able
to keep those who are His” (p. 8). It is wrong to seek death
intentionally as a solution to life’s problems. The Bible emphasizes
the reality of our dependence on God, our total reliance on him for
temporal and eternal life. As hard as we might try, we cannot
autonomously escape the consequences of sin. 

If you are opposed to physician assisted suicide, contact your
legislator and offer these reasons and others why legalization of PAS
is a bad idea, medically, socially, and theologically. You will have to
use your Spirit-guided judgment as to which approach might be more
effective. I have been told by several lawmakers that if voters take
the time to make their views known, they will pay attention!
— LCMS Notes For Life, Volume 10, Issue 2, Summer 2015
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HOUSE OF COMPASSION THANK YOU

Dear friends of the House of Compassion,
It is always a pleasure to start the new year by giving

thanks for the support of businesses and individuals that helped us
serve so many in 2015. If you have been a supporter of our
mission, I want to take time today to thank you for your support. 

Did you know that your gifts and support helped the House
serve over 16,500 meals last year, provide shelter for 239 people,
provide supplies for over 1330 households in Marshall County,
and pay for over $30,000 in prescription and dental vouchers to
the uninsured and under-insured?

All of these numbers represent the daily activities of the
House of Compassion, but there is more.  The school year started
with a positive note for 873 children who received the supplies
they needed and of course, Christmas was a little bit brighter this
year when the community adopted 238 families through our
adopt-a-family program.

As an agency totally funded by private donations, we feel
very blessed to serve those in need in our community and to have
the support of donors and volunteers that are passionate about our
mission.

Thank you for your generosity.

Blessings,
Karen Frohwein, Director

13



Pre-Lent & the
“Gesima” Sundays

Just like Advent is the preparation season for
Christmas, so are the three “gesima” Sundays
preparing us for Lent, the cross, and the resurrection. 
The names of the three “gesima” Sundays in this pre-
lent season tell us about how many days there are
until the celebration of Easter.  Each of the three
Sundays focuses on one of the three “Sola’s” of the
Lutheran Church; grace alone, scripture alone, faith
alone.  The liturgical color is green for all three

Sundays.  We leave the mountain of Transfiguration and for three weeks
descend to the valley of Ash Wednesday.

Septuagesima (meaning about 70 days) — Undeserved Grace

The Collect for this Sunday implores God to graciously hear us, who are
justly punished for our sin, so that we may be delivered by God’s goodness. 
The grace of God is emphasized in the Gospel reading (Matt. 20:1-16),
where all the laborers receive the reward because of the goodness of the
landowner.  So we too, receive the reward of eternal life, only because God
is gracious and good.

Sexagesima (meaning about 60 days) — Grace is Received

In the Collect for this Sunday we pray that God would see that we not put
our trust in anything that we do and that He would mercifully defend us by
the power.  God’s Word is emphasized as the real power in the Gospel
reading (Luke 8:4-15) in which the seed of God’s Word is passively
received.

Quinquagesima (meaning about 50 days) — Grace by Faith

In this final Sunday before Ash Wednesday and Lent, the Gospel reading
(Luke 18:31-43) has Jesus predicting His death and the resurrection
pointing us toward Lent.  As Jesus goes toward Jerusalem, he heals a blind
man and commends his faith which healed him.  Left to ourselves, we are
“blind” to God, but by passively receiving God’s Word, His undeserved grace
is given to us by faith and we are healed (forgiven).
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, January 21, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:09 PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the
Transfiguration of Our Lord was read as an opening prayer. 
John 11:1-54 served as a Bible study.

MEMBERS PRESENT: President: Keith Egger; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Board of Elders: Steve Runge;
Board of Stewardship: Brian Mohr; Board of Assimilation:
Sandy Rhodes; Board of Social Ministry: Nancy DeKock;
Director of Youth Ministry: Rheba Yost and President
Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Pastor Alex Post; Treasurer: Sam
Zoske and Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson. 
VACANT POSITIONS: First Vice President, Director of
Parish Education; Board of Evangelism and Board of Church
Property.
GUEST: Brad Pennington

The agenda was accepted as presented with additions within
new business of nominations for syndical office and
newspaper ad prior to Easter; and sound system
amplification during worship services.  The minutes of the
previous month were reviewed.  Rheba motioned to approve
the minutes as presented, with a second by Nancy.  Motion
carried.

STATISTICAL REPORT:  Last month attendance averages
were: Sunday morning: 104; Wednesday evening: 21; Adult
Bible class: 30 and Sunday school: 8.  Member totals last
month were 318 Baptized and 254 Communicant. 
Membership reductions include: Jessica Goedken released
upon request; Justin and Amanda Berndt transferred to St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Ankeny; and death of Ron Davis on
December 14, 2015.
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FINANCIAL REPORT:  Sam Zoske absent.  Charles
Swanson presented financial reports.  Rheba motioned,
Steve seconded to approve the financial reports as
submitted.  Motion carried.

BOARD OF ELDERS: Director Steven Runge, reported the
Elders met January 14 with Pastor Post and seven (7) elders
in attendance:

1. Pastor led devotions.
2. Communion assignments were designated for next

month.
3. Holiday service letters and responses were

discussed.
4. Elders continued to review the 2016 budget; The

Elders designated $20,000 of pastor’s 2016 salary as
a housing allowance and discussed the purchase a
pyxis container from which to distribute ashes for Ash
Wednesday.

5. Lenten midweek Pastor rotation will include Pastors
Post, Maddick, Berry, Klinge and Dr. Lamb.

6. Pastor Post made 34 pastoral care visits last month. 
7. Members proposed for removal from membership via

self-exclusion were discussed.
8. Use of the parish hall was discussed.  Verbal

permission of use has been given to Pastor Dean
Rothchild for a Concordia Plan Service meeting on
June 9 from 7-9:00 pm; and to Lori Johnson for a
PEO (Philanthropic  Education Organization) meeting. 
Per Redeemer constitution, usage is to be determined
by Boards of Church Property and Assimilation.  

9. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, February
11 at 7:00 PM.

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: Director Brian Mohr reported
2015 contribution statements are complete and ready for
members to pick up on Sunday or Wednesday and those not
yet picked up by Friday, January 29, will be mailed.  An
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Updated format of contribution information will be submitted
for publication in future bulletins.

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION: Director Sandy Rhodes
reported the first six months of 2016 planned events include:
the Brunch on Sunday, January 17, which was well
attended.  Decorations taken down and placed in storage on
January 9.  February 17 at 5:45 pm, Lenten Suppers will
begin to be served Wednesday evenings during Lent. Main
dishes will be provided by the board, with a signup sheet for
volunteers to bring other meal items.  Easter brunch will be
Sunday, March 27.  A bowling event is being planned for
April with card or board games to be offered within the
facility as alternatives.  May 15th will be a planting event
during the Sunday school hour with plants to be distributed
to local nursing homes residents.  An Iowa Cubs outing will
be planned for June 11.  The future 2016 planned events will
be shared at a later date.

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY: Director Nancy DeKock
reported 50 were served the evening meal on January 5 at
the House of Compassion.  Bonnie Lowry took the lead of
this event in Nancy's absence.  Nancy plans to solicit
Thrivent for a $250 gift card to be used toward future worthy
projects.  Meal servers will be needed when Redeemer
again serves the evening meal at the House of Compassion
on Tuesday, February 2, 2016.

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION:  Position vacant.  

BOARD OF YOUTH MINISTRY:  Rheba Yost reported the
first weekend of January Diew and Nyapukah Ngor, Natalie
Smith and Eysak Stanfield went with she and Pastor Post to
Carlisle, Iowa, for a youth conference.  The Higher Things
Youth Conference in Cedar Falls, Iowa, will be the week of
July 4th.  Early registration discounts end in January. 
Details to work out include number of youth to attend,
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registration and budgeting.  Sunday School curriculum has
been selected with a focus on current events.

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTY: Position vacant.  Keith
reported property updates submitted from Roger Mathews. 
A one year fire monitoring contract was signed for $40 per
month, with no increase from last year, with Security
Equipment Inc (SEI); limit switches were replaced on two
furnaces; the handicap and ladies restroom toilets were
repaired; and a paper towel dispenser is needed in the ladies
restroom.

PRESIDENT REPORT: Keith reported Redeemer received
$58 Thrivent Choice Dollars this month, for a total of $58
received in 2016.  

OLD BUSINESS: 
Sandy reported the parsonage bedroom floors are being
refinished this week.  Keven Kirk installed quarter round in
the bedrooms.  Additional work will be planned following the
February annual meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  The Nominating Committee is seeking members to fill
vacant First Vice President, Parish Education Director;
Evangelism Director, Church Property Director and Elder
positions.  Agreeing to serve are Rheba Post as Youth
Ministry Director;  Nancy DeKock as Social Ministry Director;
and Sandy Rhodes as Assimilation Director.  Brian Mohr will
consider again serving as Director of Stewardship; Nancy
DeKock will continue on the Endowment Committee; and
Brad Sickles will continue as an Elder.  
2.  The Agenda for the Annual Meeting and 2016 budget
was reviewed.  Steve motioned and Rheba seconded to
approve the Agenda for the Annual Meeting.
3.  Nancy motioned and Rheba seconded nominations of
Rev Dr Matthew Harrison for Syndical President; Rev Dr
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Herb C Mueller and President and Rev Daniel Preus for First
Vice and Rev Dr John C Wohlrabe for Regional Vice
President Great Lakes Region.  
4.  Steve shared information from the Times Republican
about six weeks of ads for churches beginning February 14,
at $40 per week, including a one half page article.  Article
topics suggested by council members included the schedule
of pastors and topics or themes for Lenten Services, 5:45
pm suppers, service times, Easter brunch etc. Rheba will
meet with Pastor Post to determine the information to submit
for publication.  Budgeted funds are available for this TR
submission.
5.  A volunteer is needed to solicit estimates and coordinate
modifications to the sound system.  Memorial funds are
available for use toward the sound system.  
6.  2016 budget was reviewed.  Brian motioned, and Rheba
seconded, the 2016 budget of $187,710.00 be
recommended for approval at the Annual Meeting.  Motion
carried.

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, February
18, 2016, at 7:00 PM.  Nancy motioned and Rheba
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 pm and meeting
closed with the Lord's Evening Prayer.

Respectfully
submitted,
Rebecca J Baedke
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