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THE REDEEMER MESSENGER
1600 South Center Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Pastor Post Cell Phone: 641-758-1915
Pastor Post e-mail: alexpost1226@gmail.com

website: www.redeemerlcms50158.org

DECEMBER 2015

COME, LORD JESUS! – PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

Greetings to you in Christ, brothers and sisters at
Redeemer!

We begin a new Church year on Sunday, November
29th, with the beginning of Advent. It’s time to decorate the
church, bring out the blue altar paraments, and prepare our
hearts and minds with repentant joy for the Second Coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, even as we celebrate His First Coming. 

Did you know that the word “Advent” simply means
“coming?” Many people see the first few weeks of December
simply as preparation for Christmas, including shopping,
decorating, and Christmas music on the radio. But we know
that Advent is even more than that – we give thanks that Jesus
came in the past as a little baby, that He still comes in the
present for us in His Word and Sacraments, and that He will
come again in the future when we will see Him in the
resurrection!

So there is a threefold coming of Jesus – Past, Present,
and Future. Jesus came to us in a humble way, born to His
virgin mother Mary, in a feeding trough in the little town of
Bethlehem. He came for a purpose: to die and to rise again so
that He could take away the sin of the world and give us
eternal life in His Name. This is Jesus of Christmas Past. 

But “where meek souls will receive Him, still – the dear
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Christ enters in.” Jesus still comes to His gathered children to
forgive our sins. “Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us
today.” Faith comes by hearing the Word of God. Baptism now
saves you. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.
Take and eat; take and drink, for the forgiveness of your sins.
This is Jesus of Christmas present. 

And Jesus will come again, this time in glory. “Not in that
poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing by – shall we see
Him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high. Then like
stars His children, crowned – all in white, His praise will sound!”
Jesus said, “Surely I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20).
He came in the past – He still comes in the present – He will
surely come again in the future – not as a ghost telling us to be
more generous at Christmastime, but as true man in the flesh
and true God for our salvation! It’s a perfect Advent that will
never end! 

“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord
Jesus be with you all. Amen.” (Rev. 22:21)

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to you and your family!
Pastor Alex Post

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Dennis Hegdahl, Keven Kirk, Charlie Swanson,

Kyle Kirk, Randy Frohwein

GREETERS
December 6 Keven and Renee Kirk

13 Jim Eipperle, Keith Egger
20 Dennis and Melanie Sickels
27 Warren and Gwen Nash
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EMERGENCY FOOD BOX

A special thank you for the generous contributions to the grocery
cart for the Emergency Food Box.  Your donations are much
appreciated especially during the busy holidays.

THANK YOU
Many thanks to all for your prayers and cards during my

stay in the hospital and week of low back pain.
God Bless you All!
Bob Popp

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
December 6 Charles and Kiley Misek

13 Louis and Jan Riese
20 Mike and Eileen Stanley
27 Bruce and Lori Johnson

ATTENDING ELDERS
December 6 Ken Breinig, Brian Mohr

9 Keith Egger
20 Chad Callaway, Charles Misek
23 Steve Runge
25 Steve Runge, Roger Mathews
27 Chad Callaway, Dennis Smith

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
December 6 Pat Lowry

13 Charlie Swanson
20 Keven Kirk
27 Steve Runge
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December 2015 Holiday Service Times

Advent Midweek Services: 7pm, December 2, 9, 16, & 23
Come on Wednesday evenings and hear the rich history
and theology of The Great “O” Antiphons, which are the
basis for our beloved hymn, “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel.” 

Children’s Advent/Christmas Program: Sundays, November
29, December 6, 13 & 20
Stay after Sunday worship during Advent for a brief
program as our children explain the beautiful banners
they’ve made based on Advent symbols: Branch of
Jesse, Hand of God, Angel, and Donkey. Scripture
readings, hymn stanzas, and narrations describe how the
Word made flesh is named Jesus, Emmanuel, Messiah,
and Savior. 

Christmas Caroling: Saturday, December 12, 3pm
Sing with us as we share the joy of Jesus’ coming with
shut-ins and nursing home residents! 

Christmas Cantata: Sunday, December 20, during 9am Divine 
Service
Listen to our choir sing an anthem of praise to our
Incarnate Savior Jesus Christ!

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols: 5pm, December 24
Come and enjoy beautiful Christmas hymns and readings
as we hear the Gospel of Christ our Savior who is born
to save us!

Christmas Day Divine Service: 9am, December 25
Come and celebrate the Divine Service with us as we
rejoice that Jesus still comes to us with His true Body
and Blood!

New Year’s Eve: Redeemer members are invited to attend the
Divine Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church in State
Center at 7pm. Welcome in a new year of God’s grace
with God’s Word,  prayer, and hymns of thanksgiving! 
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Those who care for others are Angels
upon earth.

What special helpers (angels) we
had in setting up for our This and That
Sale in November.  Many hours were
spent in arranging tables with lots of
items, both new and old; also a nice
variety of jams, jellies, salsa and baked

goods.  Many thanks to all who brought things and/or pitched in
to help make this a very special day. On the following Monday
dedicated ladies packed left over items for the Orphan Grain Train
at Clemons, or the Salvation Army.  Many thanks to Byron
Rhodes who transported the many packed boxes to the proper
areas.  Money taken in at the sale will go toward our Mission
Gifts which will be selected at our December meeting.

Election of Officers will also take place in December. 
Please consider helping the LWML by volunteering for any of the
positions.  

Thanks to Nancy DeKock and Myrna Burmester for
decorating our outdoor planters.  The Flower Committee will also
be ordering Poinsettias for our Chancel area.

Circle members will be remembering their shut ins during
the month of December.

All ladies of Redeemer are welcome at our Christmas
Brunch to be held in our parish hall on Thursday, Dec. 17th at 9:00
AM.  A short program and meeting will follow.  Share a favorite
recipe you always make during the Holiday season.

Delores Popp

Don’t forget church decorating on
Saturday, December 5th beginning at
9:00 a.m. 
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Santa’s Christmas Prayer

On Christmas Eve the other night

I saw the most amazing sight,

For there beneath the Christmas tree

Was Santa kneeling on his knee.

His countenance was different that

That all-familiar, jolly grin;

His head was bowed, with hand to breast,

And slightly tucked into his vest.

For there in nativity

Was Jesus and His family,

And as I heard him start to pray

I listened close to what he’d say.

“Lord, you know that you’re the reason

I take pleasure in this season.

I don’t want to take Your place,

But just reflect Your wondrous grace.

I hope You’ll help them understand

I’m just and ordinary man,

Who found a way to do Your will

By finding kids with needs to fill.

But all those centuries ago,

There was no way for me to know

That they would make so much of me,

And all the gifts beneath the tree.

They think I have some hidden power

Granted at the midnight hour,

But it is my love for you

Inspiring the things I do.

And so when they begin to open

Gifts for which they have been hoping,

May they give You all the glory,

For You’re the One True Christmas Story.”

L.W.M.L.

7



HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on November
3rd.  Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we
will be  cooking and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our
next serving date is Tuesday, January 1st.    Cooking starts at 2
p.m. and serving begins at 4:30 p.m.  If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Nancy DeKock, 753-7878.

CHURCH CANCELLATION POLICY
Pastor Post plans to conduct Sunday and Wednesday church
services as long as he can walk across the parking lot.  We hope
that you will join us as often as possible, but let the weather
dictate whether you should leave home.  We would much rather
see you at church next week than visit you because of an injury.

— Board of Elders

Ending Well

“God orders us to work and to do whatever our calling requires. 
Therefore he who looks to his calling continues to work
diligently, even if good fortune is against him and success fails
to come for a while, is bound to fare well in the end.”

___________

“And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall 

reap, if we faint not.”
Galatians 6:9

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book
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Sandy Rhodes, Delores Popp, Camilla (Millie) Kolsar, Deloris
Clayton, Adeline Brown and Melanie Sickels (along with many
others)  help get ready for LWML “This and That” sale.
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, November 19, 2015

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:01 PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the
twenty-sixth Sunday after Trinity was read as an opening
prayer.  John 10:1-21 served as a Bible study.

MEMBERS PRESENT: President: Keith Egger; Pastor Alex
Post; Financial Secretary: Charles Swanson; Board of
Elders: Steve Runge; Board of Stewardship: Brian Mohr;
Board of Assimilation: Sandy Rhodes; Board of Social
Ministry: Nancy DeKock; Director of Youth Ministry: Rheba
Yost and President Secretary: Rebecca Baedke.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Treasurer: Sam Zoske and Second
Vice President: Bruce Johnson. 
VACANT POSITIONS: First Vice President, Director of
Parish Education; Board of Evangelism and Board of Church
Property.

The agenda was accepted as presented with additions of the
scholarship fund and organ rebuilding in old business.  The
minutes of the previous month were read.  Rheba motioned,
with a second by Steve to approve the minutes as read. 
Motion carried.

STATISTICAL REPORT:  Last month attendance averages
were: Sunday morning: 100; Wednesday evening: 16; Adult
Bible class: 31 and Sunday school: 10.  Member totals last
month were 321 Baptized and 257 Communicant. Increase
through profession of faith include Kathy Pennington,
Charles and Gertrude Pennington on October 7; and adult
confirmation, Michael McKibben on July 26.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Sam Zoske absent.  Charles
Swanson presented financial reports.  Rheba moved, with a
second from Brian to approve the financial reports as
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submitted.  Motion carried.

BOARD OF ELDERS: Director Steven Runge, reported the
Elders met November 12 with Pastor Post and six (6) elders
in attendance:
1. Pastor led devotions and continued the study of the
book, "Pastors and Elders".
2. Communion assignments were designated for next
month.
3. Christmas Eve service will be held at 5:00 pm again
this year.
4. Pastor Post made 32 pastoral care visits last month. 
5. A letter with the Holiday service schedule will be
mailed to all members.
6. Elders continued to review the 2016 budget.
7. The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, December
10 at 7:00 PM.

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: Director Brian Mohr reported
the 2016 contribution envelopes will be ready for distribution
the second Sunday of December.

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION: Director Sandy Rhodes
reported of upcoming events:
1.  Bowling will not be scheduled at this time due to no
available lanes.
2.  On December 5th, the church will be decorated for
Christmas, beginning at 9 am.
3.  Christmas caroling is scheduled for Saturday, December
12, beginning at 3:00 pm.
4.  Schedules for greeters and fellowship coffee servers will
be made and distributed.
5.  Christmas decorations will be taken down and placed in
storage on January 9.

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY: Director Nancy DeKock,
reported Redeemer served just under 50 at the House of
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Compassion on Tuesday, November 6.  Tuesday, December
1, will be Redeemer's next serving date at the House of
Compassion and servers will be needed.  2016 Portals of
Prayer will be ordered.  Christmas gift cards will be
purchased to help with needs for persons or families within
our church family.  Redeemer is collecting Supply Closet
supplies for the House of Compassion in November, as
there continues to be a need, especially at the beginning of
each month.

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION:  Position vacant.  Pastor
Post reported the youth will again present advent banners
during advent worship services this year.

BOARD OF YOUTH MINISTRY:  Rheba Yost reported
registration information is available for the next Higher
Things conference locations in Carlisle, Cedar Falls, Fort
Collins or Nashville.  Parents are encouraged to support
their youth to attend.

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTY: Position vacant.  Keith
reported Lloyd Fisher will again provide snow removal. 
Chad Callaway repaired loose flashing on the main roof of
the church which is likely the source of the leak in the nave. 
A repair was also made to a seam in the roof over the
pastor’s office.  Chad also installed white LED light bulbs
around the cross on the front of the church replacing many
burned out bulbs.  Nancy reported Service Master cleaned
the carpet in the entry way, stairs, parish hall and family
room.  

PRESIDENT REPORT: Keith reported Redeemer received
$396 Thrivent Choice Dollars at the beginning of this month,
making $3,252 the total received in 2015.  Through
December 6, national chain type gift cards are being
collected for Fort Wayne Seminary students.  Gift cards must
arrive at the Seminary by December 14th to be shared with
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the students.  Cash donations will be used to purchase
additional gift cards. 

OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  The Men's Room Remodeling project appears to require
only painting to be finished.  
2.  Sandy reported purchases and work completed at the
parsonage included: a new dehumidifier, front door screen,
master bedroom carpet removed and replaced and new
master bathroom vinyl.  In the main bathroom, a new vent
fan, tub surround installation, new fixtures and paint.  Paint
for each of the bedrooms and bathrooms.  The basement
half-bath had the old vanity removed and replaced with a
new small vanity, with new faucets, cupboard and new vinyl
flooring, which extends into the hall.  Plumbing and electrical
work associated with these projects were done in part by
Keven Kirk and Paul Collins, time and effort of shopping,
purchases, pick up, removal, hauling away, painting and
more were provided by Sandy and Byron Rhodes, Esther
Post, Rheba and Brandon Yost, Brad Sickles, Steve Runge.
and Mike Stubbs.  Sandy shared that parsonage projects will
continue in January.  Remaining parsonage improvements
include: Hard wood floors need to be sanded then sealed
with latex shellac because they were pre-stained. The cost
estimate is $864, which may be done the 3rd week of
January.  A kitchen stove vent fan, main bathroom sink
replacement and installation of a back door deadbolt.  Total
cost of all the parsonage updates should be about $8,500
when finished.  Pastor shared pictures of the recent work
completed at the parsonage.  
3.  The scholarship fund is in place for members pursuing a
career as a professional church worker and attending
seminary or an LCMS college.  Ten percent of the
scholarship funds will be sent to the seminary for Emily
Smith Daniel in the amount of $2,540.00.  Motion was made
by Sandy and seconded by Brian.  Motion carried.  
4.  A proposal for rebuilding of the organ was discussed. 
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Pastor shared an update to be shared in the newsletter or
the annual meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  The 2016 budget was reviewed.  

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, December
17, 2015 at 7:00 PM.  Nancy motioned and Rheba seconded
to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm and meeting closed with
Luther's Evening Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca J Baedke

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Xmas?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

     Every year during advent, we generally see a sign reading
“Merry Xmas!”  Some Christians have been offended by the word

Xmas.  They say the letter X should not
be substituted for Christ as though it
were a modern insult to our Lord. 
However, it really isn’t.  Xmas has
ancient origins.  The letter X in Greek —
the original language of the New
Testament — is the first letter of the

word Xristos, which translated into English is the word Christ.
     So X is simply an abbreviation for the word Christ.  And the
letters mas are an abbreviation of the word mass.  Therefore, Xmas
really means Christ mass or Christ worship.
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