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The Miracle
By Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders, President of Iowa District East 

You have heard it
as many times as I have. I
refer to the use of the
word "miracle." In the
early 1970s Franco Harris
of the Pittsburgh Steelers
caught a deflected pass
and ran it in for a
touchdown. It was called
t h e  “ I m m a c u l a t e
Reception” and the victory
over the Oakland Raiders
was known as a miracle
win. Miracles are those things which happen that cannot
happen, at least not by our human standards and use of
reason. Franco Harris’s catch was not a miracle nor was the
victory. Those things can and do happen. A cure for a disease
is not a miracle, it can and does happen. The winner of a
lottery is not the recipient of a miracle. Lotteries are awarded
on a weekly basis. Miracles are those things which cannot
happen but do. The Scriptures are full of miracles. A 180
pound man cannot walk on water but He did. Water cannot
become wine without the use of fruit and fermenting; tell that to
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the folks in Cana. A hand full of bread and fish cannot feed
over 5,000 men, yet the satisfied stomachs of Galilee would
disagree.

An angel appeared to some shepherds who were simply
tending their flocks. Angels appear throughout the Old and
New Testaments, so no miracle there. Shepherds ordinarily
tend their sheep in the field; no miracle there either. The angel
tells the shepherds about a “sign” they will see by going to
Bethlehem. There in a manger will be a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes. So where is the miracle? While a manger is
an odd place for a new born, it was the only place left because
of the influx of citizens caused by the census. A man and a
woman welcoming the increase of their family is a fairly
common occurrence then as well as now. So what was the
sign the shepherds were going to see? What was special about
all of this? Where is the miracle?

The miracle is the fact that the Savior had been born.
He is Christ the Lord. The crux of this miracle is not in the birth
of Jesus nor in the lowly setting but in His conception nine
months earlier. It is not a miracle that a woman became
pregnant; it is a miracle that a “virgin” became pregnant without
knowing a man (the word “knowing” means sexual
engagement). According to human reason the natural means
by which a baby is conceived is when a man and a woman
unite in the God given act of love and by His wisdom and will
procreates another of them. No such thing took place in
Nazareth with a teenage girl named Mary, and she knew it.
The angel that came to her brought a greeting that was
confusing and perplexing to young Mary. She was asking
herself what this all meant.

That is where the miracle takes place. Right there in
Nazareth what cannot happen, happened. The angel spoke the
words of grace to her. Grace that flowed from heaven to earth.
The Lord God Almighty, who once dwelled in the Holy of Holies
of the Temple, now resides in her womb. God takes residence
on earth. As St. John says, “The Word became flesh and made
His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of
the One and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
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truth.” Before any of the Apostles ever saw Him, He was there.
When the angel bespoke that He is Jesus, God who saves, this
is the Gospel on earth. She became pregnant without knowing
a man because He is the Son of the Most High. He sits on the
throne of which there is no end. The miracle took place when
the Word of grace entered Mary’s ear and conceived a child in
her womb.

It is a miracle because this cannot happen, yet it did. It
happened, “for nothing is impossible with God.” While Mary
didn’t have it all worked out in her mind, she knew that God
did. While she had not known a man, she knew the Word
spoken by God through the angel and the power of the Gospel;
so, “it is to me as you have said.” Rather than an “immaculate
conception” which from Rome’s perspective refers to Mary’s
mother, not Mary, we have a real miracle – a miracle of a
conception bringing the Holy Divine to the unholy human. The
Child, the Christ, is both God and man, human and divine.

The angel preached the Word and the Word became
flesh to save all flesh from the consequences of sin and death.
The dead who sleep in Christ will rise again (a miracle) with
more than sugar plums dancing in their heads. They rise to
everlasting life in paradise. The angels of the church preach
today as they tend their flocks by the Call of God. A message
given in time transcends time and comes to us today. The
Word comes to the dead before God and raises them to life by
faith in Jesus. The Word strengthens weak faith and comforts
the battle-weary soul. The Word splashes us with a robe as
bright as the glory of the Lord that shone around the fields of
Bethlehem. The Word brings the resurrected Body and Blood
of Jesus through our mouths to our souls with grace and truth.
This is a miracle. It cannot happen, but it does!

Merry Christmas to you all!

Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders, President
Iowa District East - LCMS
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USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Dennis Hegdahl, Keven Kirk, Charlie Swanson,

Kyle Kirk, Randy Frohwein

      
GREETERS

December 4 Joe and Jana Robertson
  11 Becky Baedke, Craig Flanagan

18 Keven and Renee Kirk
25 Ken and Shirley Breinig

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
December 4 Brandon and Rheba Yost
  11 Brad and Kathy Pennington

18 Bruce and Lori Johnson
25 No Coffee

ATTENDING ELDERS
December 4 Charlie Swanson, Pat Lowry
  14 Steve Runge

18 Chuck Misek, Roger Mathews
25 Dennis Sickels, Brad Sickels
28 Charlie Swanson

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
December 4 Pat Lowry
  11 Charlie Swanson

18 Keven Kirk
25 Steve Runge
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WORDS THAT DIFFER GREATLY

“We must make a great difference between God’s
Word and the word of man.  A man’s word is a little
sound, that flies into the air, and soon vanishes; but
the Word of God is greater than heaven and earth.”

____________________

Martin Luther’s “Little Instruction Book”

Dear friends at Redeemer,
Thank you for your wonderful donations to support the Lord’s
work in Madagascar!  Your gift will be such a blessing in so
many lives.  Your generosity will enable me to serve as a nurse
missionary, to care for others and share the gospel.  I truly
appreciate your support as I prepare to serve.  Thank you for
your thoughtfulness!  

In Christ,
Molly Christensen

A BIG thank you to all of our church family and friends for the
beautiful birthday cards I received for my 90th birthday.  I so
appreciated each one of them and also the phone calls and
special birthday wishes.  God bless each one of you!

Eloise Severidt

It is at a time like this I am lost for words.  Everyone here at
Redeemer has always been so supportive of me and again at this
time at the loss of my sister, Karen Speas, you have not failed
me.  Each of you are so special and I will always remember
your prayers and concern throughout my trying times.   

Linda Smith
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The glory of the world is God's gift to us.

The November soup supper was a real treat. 
Many different kinds of soup were prepared
by the LWML Ladies (desserts too).  Court
Whist was played - thanks to Sandy Rhodes
for helping make it a fun night.

A big thank you to Shirley Ohlschlager for
many years of dedicated service on the Flower Committee and as
Funeral Coordinator.  Job well done.  Melanie Sickles will serve as
a contact person on the Funeral Committee with Barb Blake.

A new supply of oil for the candles has arrived.  Thanks to the Altar
Circle for taking care of filling the candles— just one of their many
duties.

Poinsettias will be placed in the chancel this Christmas season thanks
to many Redeemer members who purchased a flower in Memory of
someone, or just as a thank you.  We thank Nancy DeKock for
coordinating this project.

On December 1st Marjean Meyer, Deloris Clayton and Delores Popp
will work on the LWML By Laws.

The present LWML Officers, Deloris Clayton, President; Dorothy
Lueders, Secretary; Marjean Meyers, Treasurer have volunteered to
serve another year.  Deloris would appreciate a volunteer to serve as
Vice President.

Mission gifts were reviewed and the final vote on these will be held
at the December meeting Thursday, December 15th at 9:30 AM. 
Altar Circle will serve.  All ladies of Redeemer are always welcome.

Delores Popp
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Assimilation News

A beautiful fall evening was enjoyed by all in attendance at the
"Smores" night held in Pastor and Esther Posts' backyard on Sunday,
October 30th.  Thanks for hosting this, Pastor and Esther, and for
providing great treats with our smores.

We had a wonderful trip to Minneapolis on Saturday, November
19th.  We took two rental vans with 26 Redeemer and St. John's
members aboard.  We also met four members of Marjean Meyer's
family at the museum who joined our group.  The exhibit was very
interesting, extensive and informative, a once-in-a-lifetime
experience unless you actually go to Germany some day to see it.  A
big thank-you to Pastor Post and Brandon Yost, our drivers with
rhyming names!  They did a great job of getting us to and from our
destination.  Though it was cold, it was sunny and not snowing.  We
thank God for His care on this trip, as well as the opportunity to go
back in time to Martin Luther's era to give us more understanding of
what God did for us through this gifted man.

Upcoming......December 3 at 9:00 A.M., decorate the church for the
Advent and the Christmas season.  All members are welcome to
come help.  December 17, meet at 2:00 P.M. to go caroling to our
members at the nursing homes and our shut-ins at home.  Again, the
more voices we have to sing, the better.

This concludes our Assimilation events for 2016.  We will begin
planning events for next year's social times very shortly, so please let
us know if you have any ideas or requests.  Thanks to all of you who
have participated in our gatherings this past year.  We look forward
to 2017 and more Christian fellowship, fun and, of course, food
together.

God's continued blessings to you all,

Sandy Rhodes and the Assimilation committee

7



ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

SOUP LUNCHEON
Orphan Grain Train

Branch 23
Clemons, Iowa

Sunday, December 11, 2016
11:30-2:00

A free will offering will be taken for the OGT Matching Funds
Project.  We will also take donations of clothing and other
items.  Mark your calendar!  Come join the fun and enjoy the
great food!

Branch Manager: John Maddick (641) 477-8508

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on November 1st. 
Your willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we cooked and
served the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, December 6th.   Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered
this past year for cooking, serving and working at the House of
Compassion.
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Please plan to add to our Advent joy
this year by attending our Children's
Christmas program on Sunday,
December 18th, following 9am
Divine Service. Our Sunday School
children will lead us in responsive
dialogue concerning the prophecies
and fulfillment of the birth of God's
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, for us.
They will also lead us in singing
favorite Christmas hymns.

DECEMBER 2016

Saturday, December 3 - 9am church decorating for Advent
Saturday, December 17 - 2pm Christmas caroling
Sunday, December 18 - 10:15am Children's Christmas
Program
Saturday, December 24 - 5pm Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 25 - 9am Christmas Day Divine Service
Wednesday, December 28 - 7pm Divine Service, Holy
Innocents
Sunday, January 1 - 9am New Year's Day Divine Service,
Circumcision and Name of Jesus
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Redeemer members enjoyed a delicious meal at the Ox Yoke Inn
after an enjoyable play at the Old Creamery Theater.
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St. John’s, State Center members joined Redeemer members for a
joyful trip to see “Art of the Reformation” at the Minneapolis
Institute of Art on November 19th. 
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, November 17, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:02 PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity was read as an opening
prayer.  John 14:18 - 27 served as a Bible study.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Second Vice
President: Bruce Johnson, Financial Secretary: Charles
Swanson; Pastor Alex Post; Elders Director: Steve Runge;
Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Assimilation Director:
Sandy Rhodes; Social Ministry Director: Nancy DeKock;
Youth Ministry Director: Rheba Yost; Church Property
Director: Brad Pennington and President Secretary:
Rebecca Baedke.

Members Absent: Treasurer Sam Zoske and Evangelism
Director: Janelle Shatava. 
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Brotherhood Mutual, is our current insurance provider.  Rich
Mohon of Independent Insurance Services presented and
explained a quotation with Grinnell Mutual as the insurer for
December 31, 2016 through December 31, 2017.  Grinnell
Mutual covers 12 regional states.  Rich services many local
congregations, including First Baptist Church, Elim Lutheran
Church, Evangelical Free Church and others.

The agenda was accepted as presented  The minutes of the
previous month were approved as presented with a name
spelling correction, as motioned by Rheba and seconded by
Steve.  Motion carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 107; Wednesday evening: 15; Sunday
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school 13 and Adult Bible class: 35.  Member totals from last
month were 333 Baptized and 266 Communicant.
Transferring in were George and Cheryl Rohlfsen; and Brian
and Tonya, Luke and Ruth Alliger.  Transferring out was
Emily Daniels.  Reductions due to deaths included Sue Leid
and Robert Hartman.

Financial Report: Sam Zoske was absent. Charles Swanson
presented financial reports which were reviewed.  Brian
motioned and Nancy seconded to approve the financial
reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met November 10 with Pastor Post and 7 elders in
attendance.
1.  Devotions continued of Luther's Large Catechism.
2.  Communion assistants for next month were scheduled.
3.  Holiday service schedule was determined with Christmas
Eve service starting at 5:00 pm.  The children's program will
be held following Divine Service on December 18.  There will
be no New Year's Eve service, but St John, State Center,
will hold one for those who desire to attend services there.
4.  Pastor Post made 33 pastoral care visits last month.
5.  The Elders continued a discussion of the 2017 budget.
6.  A proposal was made, and will continue to be discussed,
for establishing a savings account earmarked for organ
update from excess budgeted organist funds.  Elders
understand the church council and/or congregation will need
to approve this.  Discussion continued to propose including
both excess 2016 and 2017 funds.  
The next Elders meeting will be Thursday, December 8, at
7:00 PM.
Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr reported the 2017
contribution envelopes were delivered and will be available
to be picked up the second Sunday of December. 

Board of Assimilation: Director, Sandy Rhodes sent a written
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report in her absence.
1.  Those going to the Minneapolis Museum of Art will leave
at 7:00 am November 19.  
2.  December 3 the church will be decorated for Christmas
beginning at 9:00 am. 
3.  All Christmas carolers plan to leave the church at 2:00
pm, Saturday, December 17. 

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported 
1. A meal was served for about 65 persons at the House of
Compassion on Tuesday, November 1, thanks to everyone
who helped prepare and serve the meal.  
2. Assistance with cooking and serving will again be needed
Tuesday, December 6, for the next Redeemer serving date
at the House of Compassion.  

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.  Pastor reported
an adult instruction class will be planned in the next few
weeks.  All wishing to attend please contact Pastor Post.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava was absent. 
No report.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost, present, no
report.

Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported

1. The West peak soffit trim of the church was replaced.
Underlying wood will need attention when future roof repair
is done.

2. Plans to shorten pews to accommodate wheelchairs
continues to be discussed.

3. Some pews with loose floor fasteners were tightened.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $195
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Thrivent Choice Dollars this month, for a total of $3,343
received in 2016 into the building repair fund. 

The sound system has been partially installed and was
working during the Wednesday evening service.  Workers
will return to finish the instillation process.

Old Business:

1. Nothing new was reported regarding the photo directory. 
New member photos may be taken prior to finalizing the new
directory.  

New Business:

1.  The 2017 budget was discussed. 
2.  In anticipation of Fort Wayne Seminary asking for
donations of gift cards, it was motioned by Brian and
seconded by Bruce, that Redeemer collect donated gift
cards on Sundays, November 27 and December 4. Motion
carried.

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, December
15, 2016, at 7:00 pm. Brad motioned and Nancy seconded
to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm.  Motion carried. Pastor
Post led Luther's Evening Prayer to close the meeting.

Respectfully submitted, Rebecca J Baedke

15



16


