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 In the World, But Not of the World
by Christopher S. Esget

How should we engage with the world?  We begin by heeding
St. Paul’s admonition: mind your own business!  “We urge you,
brothers, ... to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs,
and to work with your hands ... so that you may walk properly before
outsiders”.  Engaging with others properly starts with living quietly
and minding our own business.

This is incredibly freeing.  We do not have to spend our time
endlessly arguing on social media.  Recently one of my parishioners
quipped (paraphrasing Ecclesiastes), “Outrage, outrage, all is
outrage.”  The first step in connecting well with the world is to
disconnect from the unproductive and evil ways everyone uses to
connect.  Such things are only serving to drag us into the outrage,
leading to bitterness.

Right after St. Paul tells us to mind our own affairs, he points
us ahead to the Day of the Lord.  And there, surprisingly, is our clue
for effective social engagement.  In his book Mere Christianity, C. S.
Lewis said, “If you read history you will find that the Christians who
did most for the present world were precisely those who thought most
of the next.  It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the
other world that they have become so ineffective in this.”

Minding our own business will mean knowing what is, in fact,
our business.  Our first business is where the heart of all human
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society rests, the family.  We don’t serve society well by devoting
ourselves to politics or even church activities at the expense of caring
for our families.  Engagement in the civil realm begins, therefore, by
caring first for those with whom God has put us in relationship:
spouse, child, parent, fellow church members and neighbors.

Several of the parables Jesus tells addresses those outside the
family, yet immediately in front of us.  The Rich Man had Lazarus
begging by his front door, the Good Samaritan encountered the
brutalized man while traveling on the road.  Are there people nearby
who need you?  

A foundational idea for our country was the universal right to
life.  More significantly, God is the creator of life, and “the glory of
God is a living man”.  I believe this should be our chief focus in civil
engagement: supporting and defending life and the place of its
ongoing creation and nurture, marriage and family.  Everything else
will flow from this.  For example, we will have a color-blind society
when everyone recognizes the equal worth and dignity of each human
being, and we will be profoundly hesitant to go to war when we
realize it is a human being on the other end of the bullet.

The disciples of Jesus once turned the world upside down by
devoting themselves to doctrine, Holy Communion and prayer,
followed by loving their neighbors and sharing their food.  Engage
with Church and neighbor this way and the Holy Spirit will do His
work.
(The Rev. Christopher S. Esget serves as pastor of Immanuel
Evangelical—Lutheran Church, Alexandria, Virginia, and sixth vice
president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.)

USHERS FOR AUGUST
Dennis Smith Brandon Yost
Bruce Johnson Matt Smith
Roger Westling
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GREETERS
August  7 John Remster, Johnathan Remster

14 Byron and Sandy Rhodes
21 Lou and Jan Riese
28 Pat and Emily Ryherd

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
August  7 Chad and Shauna Callaway

14 Dennis and Penny Hegdahl
21 Don and Karen Denzler
28 Ardis Wolf, Margo Wildung

ATTENDING ELDERS
August  7 Pat Lowry, Roger Mathews

10 Keith Egger
21 Brad Sickels, Dennis Sickels
24 Steve Runge
28 Charlie Swanson, Brian Mohr

AUDIO VIDEO TECH
August  7 Charlie Swanson

14 Keven Kirk
21 Steve Runge
28 Warren Nash

Duane Noelck received the Governor’s Volunteer Service Award
on Thursday, June 23, for his many hours of volunteer service.  (I
have a picture but unfortunately it did not copy well.  It is posted
on the bulletin board in the parish hall.)
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Don’t Believe all the Hype
By Pastor David Groth,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School, WI

If you believe all the billboards, cancer is an enemy we’ve all
but licked. It’s just a matter of mopping up a few stray and stubborn
cells. Here are a few advertisements from various hospitals and
cancer centers:
! “Cancer isn’t going to like these odds”
! “Making cancer history”
! “Together we will end cancer”
! “We make cancer the victim”
! “Meet cancer’s newest enemy” [accompanied with a picture

of a newly hired oncologist]
! “She never gave up. So her cancer did.” [It makes cancer

sound like an attitudinal problem!]
Add to these the home-grown remedies made popular on the

web…cancer fighting super foods that the big pharmaceutical
companies don’t want you to know about because they’re so
effective. Add to these the essential oils, and supplemental vitamins
and alternative medicines. There’s some great boasting going on in
these highly profitable industries. One begins to think cancer is no
longer a big deal. The big deal is getting the word out that we finally
have all these cures and preventative measures. 

The reality is cancer remains a clear and present danger, a
menace and a killer. In spite of the bombast and bluster of the
billboards, cancer is not history. Cancer centers are not being
repurposed. In fact, more are being planned and built. 

As for me, I’m deeply grateful for modern medicine and for
those who work in health care. But at the same time, I know the death
rate is still pretty much 100 percent. Therefore, my ultimate hope and
trust is not in modern medicine. I’m placing all my hope on God’s
Son, Jesus Christ. He is the resurrection and the life. He is the death
of death. He is the Good Physician and the ultimate source of health
and life. I am far more confident in His promises than I am in the
promises of man or the marketing department. 
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A PRAYER FOR STRENGTH

“Behold, Lord, here is an empty cask that needs to be filled. 
My Lord, fill it.  I am weak in faith, strengthen me.  I am cold
in love; warm me and fill me with fire that my love may flow
out over my neighbor.”

Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book

I would like to thank my
Redeemer family for the care,
concern and prayer support, offers of
help and food delivered after my
recent surgery.

I am surely blessed.
— Kathy Pennington

HOUSE OF COMPASSION
Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on July 5th.   Your
willingness to help is much appreciated.  In 2016 we will be  cooking
and serving the 1st Tuesday of every month.   Our next serving date is
Tuesday, August 2nd.  Cooking starts at 2 p.m. and serving begins at
4:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Nancy
DeKock, 753-7878.

In this present life God uses and will continue to use health
care workers as His ministers of healing and relief. But only God can
provide us with the ultimate healing, and He has in His Son, Jesus. 
Don’t believe all the hype. Instead, “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
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ASSIMILATION UPDATE

1.  September 11th - Rally Day Picnic at the Blake Rhodes' farm near
St. Anthony at 12:00 noon.  Games, food and visiting will be
enjoyed.  A sign up sheet will be put up in August to get an idea of
attendance and food.

2.  October - Due to other events coming up in October and
November, we are eliminating the quarterly potluck for Oct.

Also, the Old Creamery production in the Amanas, has been changed
to OCTOBER 16TH.  We will again leave from the parking lot at
church at 12:30 for the 2:00 show, followed by dinner at the OxYoke
Inn.  A sign-up sheet will be put on the parish hall board in
September.  We have 30 tickets reserved so sign up early.

3.  November - A trip is being planned to the Minneapolis Institute
of Art to see a rare Reformation exhibit which includes items
pertaining to Martin Luther personally as well, that has heretofore
never been out of Germany.  The cost of seeing the exhibit is
$20/person. Transportation costs have yet to be determined(bus or
vans). Spread the word with your friends at other LCMS churches
that we are doing this to see if they are interested in going.  The date
will be in Nov., but has not been decided yet.  Please sign up by
August 8th in the parish hall if you are interested in the trip.(This will
not obligate you yet, but we want to get an idea of the level of
interest.)  It will be a special opportunity to see more about our
Lutheran heritage, since 2017 is the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation.

The November 13th date for a movie and games at church as been
postponed until next year as well due to the Minneapolis opportunity.

So, Sept., Oct. and Nov. are going to provide some fun and
interesting opportunities for you, our members.  We hope you will be
able to attend all of them!  It has to be cooler by then!

Sandy Rhodes, Director of Assimilation
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"Think of each day as a special gift and
unwrap it gratefully."

Many LWML ladies from Iowa E. went
back to the "good old days of college life",
and spent several days at the District
Convention held at Wm. Penn U.,
Oskaloosa, IA, June 17 & 18  hosted by

the Marshalltown Zone.  Pastor Alex Post, our Zone Counselor, led
the worship services.  Attending from our LWML were Deloris
Clayton and her sister, Harriett Marcario.

The ingathering at this Convention was the Hygiene Kits described
in our June Newsletter.  These gifts were presented to the Orphan
Grain Train.  The $93,000. Mite Goal for the District was met and
again we thank God for generous contributions from our District's
LWML members.  More information on the Convention will be in
our next ALIVE, Iowa East's newsletter.

We thank all the wonderful volunteers who have kept the flowers
watered in the outdoor boxes at the church. "JOB WELL DONE."

There are cards for sale in the parish hall; nice selection only $6. per
box; also cookbooks at $15. each.

We remembered Olivia Callaway as our only H.S. graduate this year. 
"What a summer she has had in Softball."  Congratulations Olivia.

LWML will not meet in August, but our Quarterly meeting will be
Thursday, Sept. 13th at 9:30 AM, hosted by the Social Circle.

Delores Popp
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Only God rules over the soul

In his “Temporal Authority: To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed”
from 1523, Luther distinguishes the two kingdoms of church and state
and the types of law that govern each.  In particular, he notes that
when it comes to the salvation of souls, only the Word of God should
be taught and accepted.  —Editor

It is to be noted first that the two classes of Adam’s
children—the one in God’s kingdom under Christ and the other in the
kingdom of the world under the governing authority, as was said
above—have two kinds of law.  For every kingdom must have its
own laws and statutes; without law no kingdom or government can
survive, as everyday experience amply shows.  The temporal
government has laws which extend no further than to life and
property and external affairs on earth, for
God cannot and will not permit anyone but
himself to rule over the soul.  Therefore,
where the temporal authority presumes us
prescribe laws for the soul, it encroaches
u p o n  G o d ’ s government and only
misleads souls and destroys them.  We
want to make this so clear that everyone will
grasp it, and that our fine gentlemen,  the
princes and bishops will see what fools they
are when they seek to coerce the people
with their laws and commandments into
believing this or that.

When a man-made law is imposed upon the soul to make it
believe this or that as its human author my prescribe, there is
certainly no word of God for it.  If there is no word of God for it, then
we cannot be certain that something which he does not command is
pleasing to him.  Indeed, we are sure that it does not please him, for
he desires that our faith be based simply and entirely on his divine
word alone.  He says in Matthew 18[16:18], On this rock I will build
my church”; and in John 10 [:27, 14, 5], “My sheep hear my voice
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My dear man, we are not baptized
into kings, or princes, or even into the
mass of mankind, but into Christ and
God himself.  Neither are we called
kings, princes, or common folk, but
Christians.

and know me; however, they will not hear the voice of a stranger, but
flee from him.”  From this it follows that with such a wicked
command the temporal power is driving souls to eternal death.  For
it compels them to believe as right and certainly pleasing to God that
which is in fact uncertain, indeed, certain to be displeasing to him
since there is no clear word of God for it.  Whoever believes
something to be right which is wrong or uncertain is denying the
truth, which is God himself.  He is believing in lies and errors, and
counting as right that which is wrong.

Hence, it is the height of folly when they command that one
shall believe the church, the
fathers, and the councils,
though there be no word of God
for it.  It is not the church but
the devil’s apostles who
command such things, for the
church commands nothing
unless it knows for certain that
it is God’s word.  As St. Peter
puts it, “Whoever speaks, let him speak as the word of God” [I Peter
4:11].  It will be a long time, however, before they can ever prove
that the decrees of the councils are God’s word.  Still more foolish is
it when they assert that kings, princes, and the mass of mankind
believe thus and so.  My dear man, we are not baptized into kings, or
princes, or even into the mass of mankind, but into Christ and God
himself.  Neither are we called kings, princes, or common folk, but
Christians.  No one shall or can command the soul unless he is able
to show it the way to heaven; but this no man can do, only God alone. 
Therefore, in matters which concern the salvation of souls nothing
but God’s word shall be taught and accepted.

 Excerpted from Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 45: The Christian in Society
II, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald, and Helmut T. Lehmann, Vol 45
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999), 105–106.  Reproduced by permission of
Augsburg Fortress.
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, July21, 2016

Redeemer Lutheran Church Council was called to order at
7:01PM by President Keith Egger. The Collect for the Eighth
Sunday after Trinity was read as an opening prayer.  John
13:33– 38 served as a Bible study.

Members Present: President: Keith Egger; Financial
Secretary: Charles Swanson; Board of Elders Director:
Steve Runge; Board of Social Ministry Director: Nancy
DeKock; Board of Stewardship Director: Brian Mohr; Board
of Evangelism Director: Janelle Shatava; Youth Ministry
Director: Rheba Yost and Board of Church Property Director:
Brad Pennington.

Members Absent: Second Vice President: Bruce Johnson;
Pastor Alex Post; Treasurer: Sam Zoske; Board of
Assimilation Director: Sandy Rhodes and President
Secretary: Rebecca Baedke. 
Vacant Positions: First Vice President and Director of Parish
Education.

Nancy motioned to accept the agenda as presented.  Brad
seconded.  Motion carried.  Steve motioned to approve the
minutes of the previous month. Brian seconded.  Motion
carried.

Statistical Report: Last month attendance averages were:
Sunday morning: 101; Wednesday evening: 14 and Adult
Bible class: 35.  Member totals last month were 325
Baptized and 261Communicant.  Changes were from
Emberlynn Anne Runge baptized, daughter of Grant and
Andrea Runge, transfer in Joelle Loya from St Augustine, Ft.
Wayne, IN, adult confirmation of Randy and Susan Baker,
adult confirmation of Sara Lual, and Nyadoar Gatweck.
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Financial Report: Sam Zoske was absent. Charles Swanson
presented financial reports which were reviewed.  Brian
motioned and Rheba seconded to approve the financial
reports as submitted.  Motion carried.

Board of Elders: Director Steven Runge reported the Elders
met on Thursday, July 14, with Pastor Post and five elders in
attendance.  The meeting included:
1. Devotions continued with Luther's Large Catechism.

2. Communion assistants for next month were designated.

3. Pastor Post made 34 pastoral care visits last month.

4. The next Elders meeting will be August 14 after church,
due to scheduling conflicts.

Board of Stewardship: Director Brian Mohr had nothing to
report for this month.

Board of Assimilation: Director Sandy Rhodes submitted a
written report of activities planned through the end of 2016 in
her absence.
1. The July 17 potluck brunch was well attended.  Thanks to
all for an awesome display of food from which to choose.
2. On September 11 the Rally Day picnic at the Blake
Rhodes farm near St. Anthony will start at 12:00 Noon. 
Details will be announced with information of food and a
sign-up sheet will be available in August.
3. There will be no potluck brunch in October as previously
planned.
4. On October 16 we will travel to see The Old Creamery
Theatre production of Nana’s Naughty Knickers, rather than
the 23rd as previously announced.  A car pool will leave the
church parking lot at 12:30 pm for the 2:00 pm show, then
dine at the Ox Yoke Inn following the performance.  A sign-
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up sheet will be posted in September. Thirty (30) tickets
have been reserved.
5. The November 13 movie and game afternoon has been
postponed to 2017.
6. A trip to the Minneapolis Art Institute to see a very special
Martin Luther and Reformation exhibit is being planned with
no date yet set.  Arrangements for a bus or vans are being
considered.  Other nearby LCMS congregations have been
invited to go also.  A sign-up sheet has been placed on the
board in the Parish Hall to learn how many members would
like to attend.  Please sign up so we can get an approximate
count at this time.  No one is obligated to go with this count,
but will require a sign up confirmation later.  A date and all
details will hopefully follow next month.

Board of Social Ministry: Director Nancy DeKock reported
the meal was served at the House of Compassion on
Tuesday, July 5 with thanks to everyone who helped.
Cooking and serving help will be needed on Tuesday,
August 2 for Redeemer's next serving date at the House of
Compassion.  Redeemer donations for the House of
Compassion Supply Closet were delivered.

Board of Parish Education: Position vacant.

Board of Evangelism:  Director Janelle Shatava shared
updated drafts of brochures to welcome guests and new
members, along with a handbook for new members.  Ideas
of baptism and new member certificates, newsletters and
VBS handouts were also shared.

Board of Youth Ministry:  Director Rheba Yost reported the
Higher Things conference, July 5-8, went great and all are
looking to the conference next year in Valparaiso, IN.
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Board of Church Property: Director Brad Pennington
reported
1. Some emergency exit light bulbs were replaced.
2. Flush lever of the ladies lavatory was replaced.
3. Rich Mohan of Independent Insurance will make a
insurance coverage recommendation and quote near the
end of the year after a study and review of Redeemer's
insurance needs have been completed.
4. For future budgeting, an estimate of roofing cost with
insulation will be sought.
5. Quotes for future parking lot resurfacing or repair and
sealing cracks will be sought.
6. Parsonage main bathroom remodel is now finished.

President Report: Keith reported Redeemer received $4
Thrivent Choice Dollars this month, for a total of
$2,325received in 2016 into the building repair fund. A letter
was received from Rev. Dr. Dean Rothchild, thanking our
congregation for willingness to host the cancelled Concordia
Plan Services event for the Iowa District East.

Old Business:
Parsonage repairs and improvements -
1. Bonnie Kunch refinished the main bathroom vanity front
doors in the parsonage for about $100. Dirk, of Bath
Solutions, installed shelves and drawers inside the cabinet
(where there were none), as well as changed the plumbing
for two sinks, then installed a new counter top.
2. A new mirror, light fixture, medicine cabinet and back
splash were added to finish the bathroom project.
3. Landon and Landon replaced the large front living room
window for a cost of $470.
4. Brandon Yost has taken photos for the new photo
directory.  Updates of addresses, phone numbers and email
addresses is yet to be completed. A tentative goal is to have
the directory finalized by the end of the summer. Need a
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couple of new member pictures as well.

New Business:
1.  Organ Chimes – Pastor Post received a message from
the company which installed the chimes.  They would like to
sell us a new unit.  Keith Egger has worked on the existing
unit in the past and believes it can be repaired by replacing
the amplifier tubes.

This Church Council will meet again on Thursday, August
18, 2016, at 7:00 pm. Brian motioned and Steve seconded to
adjourn the meeting at 8:28 pm.  Motion carried. The
meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Rheba Yost, for Rebecca J Baedke
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